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MARZENA ]J. PRZYBYLA

LORDS OF THE RINGS: SOME CONSIDERATIONS ABOUT THE CLASSIFICATION
OF GOLD SCANDINAVIAN SNAKE RINGS FROM THE LATE ROMAN PERIOD
AND ITS INTERPRETATIONAL IMPLICATIONS*

WLADCY PIERSCIENI: UWAGI O KLASYFIKACJI SKANDYNAWSKICH ZLOTYCH OZDOB
OBRECZOWYCH Z POZNEGO OKRESU WPEYWOW RZYMSKICH I ICH IMPLIKACJE INTERPRETACYJNE

Abstract: The article discusses the differentiation of Scandinavian gold ring ornaments with serpentine endings from the
3" and 4" centuries CE. The results of the phylogenetic and CAPCA analysis were used here to re-examine the previous
interpretation of political ties between the various regions of Scandinavia, within the ‘center-periphery” and gift-giving
models. The special position of the power center in Zealand was also discussed. All the large ornaments of this type in
the graves of the Zealand elites are characteristic of the western part of the Central Baltic zone. Therefore, a hypothesis
was put forward that the Zealand elite belonged to the network of connections created by the elites from Gotland, Oland,
and the eastern part of mainland Sweden. In this context, the subject of the causes of the crystallization of the Zealand

power center was once again taken up.

Stowa kluczowe: pozny okres wplywow rzymskich, Skandynawia, Zelandia, Gotlandia, Olandia, skandynawskie
obrecze wezowate, elity, model ,,centrum-peryferia”, wymiana daréw

Keywords: Late Roman Period, Scandinavia, Zealand, Gotland, Oland, Scandinavian snake rings, elites, “centre-

periphery” model, gift-giving

I have never found a man so generous

And so liberal in feeding his guests

That ‘to receive would not be received,

Nor a man so ... [the adjective is missing]

Of his goods

That to receive in return was disagreeable to him.
[..]

With weapons and clothes

Friends must give pleasure to one another;
Everyone knows that for himself [through his own experience].
Those who exchange presents with one another
Remain friends the longest

If things turn out successfully.

(Havamal, 39, 41)

" This project was realised thanks to financial support from the Ka-
zimierz Salewicz and Marit Jensen Foundation, and Alexander von
Humboldt-Foundation.

1. INTRODUCTION - OUTLINE OF THE TOPIC

In the Scandinavian literary tradition, whose roots can
be traced back to the second half of the 1* millennium
BCE, gold rings are among most often invoked objects.
A measure of this popularity can be the fact that gold
finger rings and bracelets are mentioned no less than
45 times in the Poetic Edda alone, always as important
elements of the plot. They appear there in the context
of the person of a ruler — a generous giver and breaker
of gold rings - as a medium through which his wealth,
prestige, and generosity towards his subjects are mani-
fested. A connection between gold rings and gift-giving
behaviours and the immense role (repeatedly empha-
sised in these texts) of such behaviours in building social
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and political relationships raises absolutely no doubts'. study The Gift’. Gold rings also appear in Scandinavian
Public distribution and exchange of gifts fit into general ~ texts as trophies taken from enemies, as objects which
mechanisms governing the functioning of human socie- are desired and stolen away, and as symbolic artefacts on
ties so perfectly that Marcel Mauss chose a fragment from  which heroes make their oaths. Literary evidence for the
Hdvamdl as a motto for his now classic anthropological =~ importance of gold ring ornaments is corroborated by
!'A. HoFMANN 2019. > M. MAuss 2002, 1-3 (first published in 1925); see above.

Fig. 1. Fragment of

the picture stone from
Téngelgarda, Gotland.
Photo: Statens Historiska
Museum, Stockholm
(hereafter: SHM).

Ryc. 1. Fragment steli

z Téngelgarda na
Gotlandii. Fot.: Statens
Historiska Museum,
Stockholm (dalej: SHM).

\

Fig. 2. Distribution of the rings analysed in this study (based on K. Andersson 1993a).

Ryc. 2. Rozprzestrzenienie znalezisk obreczy analizowanych w artykule (na podstawie K. Anderssona 1993a).

1-Bakkegard; 2-Baekkegard; 3-Pedersker (Smalyngen); 4 - Selvejergard (Hojlyngen); 5-Baunegard, grave/grob 11;
6-Christianse; 7-Brendsager, grave/grob 2000; 8 - Kirkebakkegard; 9 - Magleby; 10-13 - Himlingoje, grave/grob 2/1949;
14 -Himlingoje, grave/gréb 3/1977;15 - Himlingoje, grave/grob 1/1978; 16 - Himlingoje, grave/grob 1/1949; 17 - Himlingoje,
grave/grob 1/1894; 18 - Himlingoje, grave/grob 1/1878; 19 - Himlingoje, 1828;20 - Skibbinge, grave/grob; 21 - Skibbinge,
stray find/znal. luzne; 22 - Gunnerupgard; grave/grob 1;23 - Vedskolle; 24 - Horsetofte; 25 - Nordrup, grave/gréb A;

26 - Stenlille; 27 - Kongsted; 28 - Herslev; 29 - Greve; 30 - Varlose (kirke); 31 - Marienborg; 32 - Grumlose;

33 -Skovgarde, grave/gréb 400; 34 - Skovgarde, grave/grob 209; 35 - Kalby; 36 - Redvig; 37 - Valleby; 38 - Varpeley,
grave/grob a; 39 - Varpelev, grave/grob a; 40 - Fyns Hoved; 41 - Lydinge; 42 -Sappesborg; 43 - Mollegdrdsmarken;

44 - Qrum; 45 - Stokkerhoved; 46 - Oxvang; 47 - Hingeballe; 48 - Hasseris; 49 - Klastrup, bog/bagno; 50 - Galtrupgard;
51 -Regnnovsholm, bog/bagno; 52 - Ravnkilde (Prestegdrdsmark); 53 - Fredse; 54 - Liene Skov; 55-Donbak, grave/

gréb 60; 56,57 - Sendre Kjorstad; 58,59 - Hove; 60 - Homnes; 61,62 - Indbjoa; 63-Lagmandsgarden; 64 - Nes;

65 - Eftelot (kyrkan); 66 - Kolste; 67 — Avaldsnes; 68,69 - Veien; 70-Loddesol; 71 - Bringsvar, grave/grob 2;

72 -Naustdal; 73 - Ryd, grave/gréb 73; 74-79 - Skedemosse; 80, 81 — Oland; 82 -Bredinge; 83 -Kvinnsgrota;

84 - Nidsby; 85-Skedstad; 86—Osby; 87 -Kristinelund; 88 - Hulterstad; 89 - Norra Niasby; 90 - Kleva; 91 - Gute;
92-Burs; 93 - Vestringe; 94 - Varnhem; 95,96 - Lilla Ryftes, Vitaker; 97 - Troma; 98 - Dalbo, Angsékern; 99 — Asarve;

100 - Rings; 101 -Mannegédrda; 102 - Isums; 103 - Hoviksnds; 104-107 - Tuna, grave/grob; 108, 109 - Tuna, deposit/depozyt;
110-Ramsgarden; 111 - Harplinge parish/par; 112 - Ekeryd; 113 - Stora Brattdn; 114 - Godaker, grave/gréb VII;
115-Héngsdala; 116 - Naffentorp; 117 - Luggavi; 118 - Eskilstorp; 119 - Glimsta, Vistigarden; 120 - Solhems Mellan;
121 - Héljom; 122 - Krakelund; 123 -Léangalma; 124-126 - Viastra Rickeby; 127 - Alingsas; 128 - Grisbéack;

129 - Ragnabo; 130 - Stockebédck; 131 - Langtora parish/par; 132 - Nousiainen, ring/obrecz 1; 133 - Nousiainen, ring/
obrecz 2; 134 — Isokylid-Ketohaka, grave/gréb 2; 135 - Isokyla-Katajamiki, grave/gréb I; 136 - fmr./dawn. Abo ldn;

137 -Tholstedt; 138 - Cottbus; 139 - Emersleben, grave/grob 2; 140 - Altefar-Grahlhof; 141-144 - Thorsberg bog/bagno;
145 -Helmsdorf; 146 - Flurstedt, grave/grob 2; 147 — Pilipki; 148 - Szpaki; 149 - Komorowo.



iconographic sources and by the archaeological record
from both the period in question and the Viking era, with
representations featuring on the Téngelgarda stone in
Gotland among the most interesting examples’ (Fig. 1).

*J.P. LaMM 2005, 36-38.
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However, the symbolic importance of ring ornaments
in the Scandinavian cultural milieu seems to have much
deeper roots, reaching back to the Late Roman Period (ca
160/180-375 CE). This was a time when large ring orna-
ments made of gold first started to feature more regu-
larly in the archaeological record. One should mention
here bracelets with thickened ends (known as Kolben
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bracelets), snake finger rings, bracelets and neck-rings,
and neck-rings with pear-shaped clasps. Despite all of
them repeating a certain general pattern, their scattered
distribution throughout much of northern Europe (and
incidentally Central Europe as well) means they can
hardly be seen as just an element of rich regional cos-
tumes. Moreover, from precisely that period on, ring
ornaments ceased to be exclusively connected with fe-
male costume and started to appear in - typically less
decorative — male attire. Where found in the context of
male graves, gold rings usually accompany burials of
people of apparently higher social position.

It is worth noting that the bracelets, finger rings, and
neck-rings found in male graves were almost always made
of gold. This is in some contrast to analogical ornaments
occurring as elements of female costume, which could
be made from silver and bronze as well (e.g. neck-rings
with pear-shaped clasps®). This suggests that, at least with
respect to male attire, gold bracelets and neck-rings were
not only ornaments but also symbols of social status and
prestige markers®. Assuming that it is justified to refer
here to the concept of long duration of behavioural pat-
terns and ideological traditions®, some light on the role of
the objects in question can, at least in general terms, be
shed by the written and iconographic sources mentioned
above. Rings were tokens of friendship, but also symbols
of political dependence and subordination. Therefore,
their presence in grave inventories can be read in two
ways: gold rings symbolised the power of the bearers, but
in some cases probably also their subordination to the
ring-givers. Those ring-givers, or we might say “Lords of
the rings” (to refer to the motif of subordination through
a gift, paraphrased by J.R.R. Tolkien), may evade direct
archaeological identification, but they can be traced by
following very closely the origins and stylistic connec-
tions among ornaments scattered among various places
in Scandinavia.

This paper deals with one group of Scandinavian gold
ornaments from the Late Roman Period, one most often
referred to as snake rings: bracelets, neck-rings, and fin-
ger rings (ormhuvudringar)’. This is by no means a new
topic and quite copious literature on the issue exists, rep-
resenting two levels of analysis. The first encompasses
studies on classification and chronology, and the other is
of those trying to interpret the role of the ornaments in
question. Classification studies published have - and the
same holds true with respect to some of the typological
studies — thus far been focused on selected attributes of

4 C. voN CARNAP-BORNHEIM, J. ILKJ &R 19963, 353-357; M.]. PRZYBY-
EA 2010, 587-598; J. ANDRZEJOWSKI 2014.

* M. HARDT 2004, 70-71.

% Longue durée; F BRAUDEL 1994, 21-23.

7 Appendix 1 contains a full list of sites cited in the text and captions.

the ornaments, most frequently the shape of the termi-
nals and the number of ribbons®.

Readers interested in the state of research on the is-
sue may refer to a review in Eva Verma’s study devoted
to Roman Period and Migration Period ring ornaments
in Barbaricum’. This can be supplemented with a more
recent study by Lisbeth Kibenich on the classification of
rings having zoomorphic terminals, and Kent Anders-
son’s works in which snake rings have been listed and
discussed in light of their previous classifications'.

Among the classification studies cited most often, one
should mention two, one referring to large rings (brace-
lets, neck-rings) and the other to finger rings. The first
one is by Hans Hildebrand, who introduced a division
of gold snake bracelets and neck-rings based on the dif-
ferences in their terminals, a system still in use today.
He distinguished three types of rings: type A, with rib-
bons terminating in animal heads; type B, in which the
animal heads have an additional conical element deco-
rated with transversal ribs and crowned with a knob;
and rings of type C, in which ribbons terminate only
in the conical, transversally ribbed part crowned with
a knob". This classification was later slightly expanded
by Alfred Hackman who, based on bronze rings known
from Finland, distinguished another type, type D, which
he interpreted as a late, degenerated form of ring of type
C". The second study worthy of note is Christamaria
Beckmann’s paper on finger rings from the area of Bar-
baricum, the classification of gold snake finger rings in-
troduced there being the one most widely used today"’.
The ornaments in question were classed by Beckmann
within her types 39 and 40. The former is distinguished
by terminals in the form of animal heads, and the lat-
ter by schematised conical terminals with knobs, corre-
sponding to those known from bracelets and neck-rings
of type Hildebrand C. Type 39 is sub-divided into three
variants, of which 39a is spiral and has two ribbons, 39b
is spiral with three ribbons, and 39c¢ has three ribbons
merged into a single plate. These general divisions pro-
posed by Hildebrand and Beckmann will also be referred
to in this study.

Classification studies, which also include studies on
the distribution of the rings in question, resulted in the

8 H. HILDEBRAND 1873, 137-139; A. HACKMAN 1905, 214; K. STJER-
NA 1908, 94-95; E. BLUME 1912, 75; G. KossINNA 1922, 134-138;
W.ScHuULZ 1952, 120-133; K. RADDATZ 1957, 121-133; U.E. HAGBERG
1967, 9-21; CH. BECKMANN 1969, 47-49; E.M. VERMA 1989, 32-37.
°E.M. VERMA 1989, 6-12.

0 L. KiBENICH 1995, 108-120; K. ANDERSSON 1993a; 1993b, 82-86;
1995, 69-80.

""'H. HILDEBRAND 1873, 137-139.

2 A. HACKMAN 1905, 214.

'3 CH. BECKMANN 1969, 47-49.



emergence of two main hypotheses concerning their ori-
gins. The first was championed, among others, by Wal-
ter Schulz and Klaus Raddatz, who linked the discussed
ornaments with workshops operating in Zealand". The
second hypothesis was put forward by Kent Andersson.
Based on the analysis of both the form of the artefacts
and the stamped decoration featuring on them, he argued
that they were products of various workshops operating
either in what today is Denmark or in present-day eastern
mainland Sweden and the islands of Gotland and Oland".

As mentioned, the second large group of publications
concerning gold snake rings deals with interpretations
of these ornaments and their potential for reconstruc-
tions of geopolitical processes. One should mention here
above all a study by Joachim Werner'®, who was the first
to notice the symbolic meaning of some ring ornaments.
He linked larger specimens with male attire, interpreting
them as indicators of belonging to a retinue of the ruler
(Germ. Gefolgschaft). He also pointed out how the rings
were distributed by the ruler (as a gift forming a bond
with the ruler)"”. Werner’s hypotheses with regard to the
significance of gold ring ornaments inspired a discussion
in later literature. While their interpretation as markers
of social position has been generally accepted, their role
as indicators of a subordinate status of their wearers in
relation to people wearing Kolben bracelets has been
questioned".

The idea of a hierarchical bond between people wear-
ing these two types of rings was further developed by Ulla
Lund Hansen". Proceeding from studies on distribution
of these artefacts, the contexts in which they were found,
and a sweeping analysis of the distribution of Roman
imports, she identified the Stevns region in Zealand as
a centre of power. Accepting Werner’s view of gold snake
rings as reflecting one’s status as a supporter of the ruler
(the latter identified by another category of massive rings,
namely Kolben bracelets), Lund Hansen draws a picture
of a network of political alliances created by representa-
tives of the Zealand power centre. The reconstruction is
based on the assumption that the majority of gold snake
rings of the Scandinavian type originated precisely from
Zealand™. Ulla Lund Hansen’s reconstruction of the con-
nection network of the Late Roman Period power centre

“'W. ScHuLZ 1952, 126; K. RADDATZ 1957, 132.

> K. ANDERSSON 1991, 222-231.

'], WERNER 1980.

'77. WERNER 1980, 24-41.

8 H. STEUER 1982, 249; L. HOLTEN 1989, 96-103; C. voN CARNAP-
BORNHEIM, J. ILKJZ£R 19964, 356.

¥ U. LuNnDp HANSEN ET ALIT 1995, 206-207, 374-382; U. LuND HANSEN
1998, 348-357; 2001, 163-175; 2002, 29-42.

2 U. LunD HANSEN ET ALIT 1995, 383; U. LuNnD HANSEN 1998, 355;
2002, 41.
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in the Stevns region was accepted and developed further
by Per Ethelberg”. Drawing from Kent Andersson’s ideas
on the differentiation of gold ring ornaments™, Ethelberg
nevertheless distinguishes between Zealand snake orna-
ments — which he believes correspond to rings B.39* and
bracelets of type Hildebrand B - and bracelets of type
Hildebrand C, which he identifies as being of eastern
Sweden origin*. However, except for noting the eastern
Sweden origin of the ring from Varpelev, Preesto amt,
grave A, he apparently does not explore the implications
of this distinction in more detail, given the assumptions
he makes with respect to the patterns of distribution of
the ornaments in question®. Further discussion provided
in a study by Helge J. Kudahl, who also employs Ethel-
berg’s distinction concerning the provenance of particu-
lar types of Scandinavian snake rings™, seems to lead in
the same direction.

The mentioned authors — Ulla Lund Hansen, Per Ethel-
berg, and Helge J. Kudahl - try to highlight a special posi-
tion of Zealand in the Late Roman Period as a dominant
centre of power in Northern Europe, one that shaped the
balance of political forces by forming alliances with elit-
es from other regions. Among the means exploited for
building these alliances, the authors in question mention
redistribution of prestige objects (placing particular em-
phasis on the subordination of the gifted by the giver), as
well as exchange of gifts and exogamy. As objects given

21 p ETHELBERG ET ALII 2000, 68-72, 150-166.

2 K. ANDERSSON 1991; 1993b; 1995.

** Abbreviations referring to particular classification systems used in
this study: Shield bosses, spear and javelin heads - J. ILkj&R (1990;
abbr. I) or J. BEMMANN & G. HAHNE (1995; abbr. B/H); round scab-
bard chapes - J. ILKJ£R & ]. LoNSTRUP (1974); scabbard slides — C. voN
CARNAP-BORNHEIM (1991); antler combs — P. ETHELBERG (2009; abbr.
PE; first position is for construction type and handle form; second po-
sition — form of side teeth; third position: proportion of the handle);
finger rings - CH. BECKMANN (1969; abbr. B); metal pins - B. BECK-
MANN (1966; abbr. B); horn fittings — . ANDRZEJOWSKI (1991; abbr.
AN); brooches - O. ALMGREN (1923; abbr. A), B. NERMAN (1935;
abbr. N), and A. BITNER-WROBLEWSKA (2001); simple forms of MII-
MIII brooches and some A.VL,2 - M.]. PRzYBYEA (2018a; abbr. P);
rosette & swastika brooches — M.J. PRzyBYEA (2018b; abbr. MP); disc
brooches - S. THOMAS (1966); mountings of wooden buckets — K. RAp-
DATZ (1962; abbr. R), chronology of particular mountings types — M.J.
PrzYBYLA (2016); Roman imports — H.J. EGGERs (1951; abbr. E) and
U. LunD HANSEN (1987; abbr. LH); buckles — R. MADYDA-LEGUTKO
(1987; abbr. M-L), J. BEMMANN & G. HAHNE (1995; abbr. B/H), and
V.J. MALASEV (2000); strap ends — K. RapDATZ (1957) and A. Rau
(2010); spurs — J. GINALSKI (1991; abbr. JG) and U. GIESLER (1978;
abbr. UG); beaded necklaces — M.]. PrRzYBYEA (2018a; abbr. P); S-
shaped clasps - J. KMIECINSKI (1962); snake-rings of Wielbark Culture
type - E. BLUME (1912); AEG - abbr. for types taken from O. ALMGREN
& B. NERMAN (1923); RH - abbr. for types taken from O. RyGH (1885).
* P. ETHELBERG ET ALIT 2000, 71.

» P. ETHELBERG ET ALII 2000, 157.

% H.J. KuDAHL 2007.
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stray find

7% Germany

8% Gotland

8% Jutland

Fig. 3. A - Context of the analysed gold rings;

B - Number of rings per region (total: 150 spec.).
Ryc. 3. A - Kontekst analizowanych obreczy ztotych;
B - Liczba obreczy w poszczegélnych regionach
(facznie 150 egz.).

by a ruler to his supporters, ring ornaments would in this
approach be “markers” of subordinate elites. Yet, compar-
ing this view with the source basis one cannot overlook
the fact that some proportion of spectacular ring orna-
ments discovered in burials of Zealand elites are of foreign
rather than local provenance. If we follow these authors
in their assumptions concerning the mechanisms of dis-
tribution of luxury items and objects as status markers,
this must inevitably be understood as a trace of Zealand’s
political dependence on another centre of power. In oth-
er words, one could ask whether gold snake rings typical
of mainland Sweden, Oland, and Gotland, which often
belong among most massive ornaments, should not be
seen as material evidence of alliance networks created by
elites from these regions (in which Zealand would only
be one participant) rather than of a scenario with Zea-
land elites as the prime mover? Exploring this issue will
be the subject of this study. Towards this end, it is nec-
essary to re-analyse the ornaments in question. Admit-
tedly, in formal terms all these rings fit into one general
8 pattern, but they are highly individualised with respect

depot find

bog find

grave without
sex estimation

male grave

female grave A

3% Funen 1% Christiansg

3% Poland
3% Bornholm

3% Finland

22% Zealand

19% mainland
Sweden

11% Norway
12% Oland B

to the details of their manufacture. By analysing the de-
gree of affinity at the level of individual specimens rather
than general types, one can attempt to reconstruct their
hypothetical genealogy and thus - based on the “princi-
ple of gifts” — reconstruct the chronology, directions, and
intensity of the assumed political connections among
particular regions with a resolution slightly greater than
that previously allowed by simplified classifications. What
makes this “genealogical” approach especially important
is the fact that a significant number of the rings do not
occur in contexts allowing their chronology to be pre-
cisely determined.

2. SOURCES AND METHODS

In this chapter, I would like to address once again and
in more detail the classification and chronology of gold
snake rings, as well as the patterns of their distribution.
Since finger rings of the B.40 type are actually miniatur-
ised versions of some bracelets and neck-rings belong-



ing to types Hildebrand B and C, and some B.39 finger
rings seem clearly related to certain specimens of type
Hildebrand B bracelets, all these artefacts are analysed
here jointly as one group. Thus, aspects such as size and
weight will be omitted at this stage of the analysis, with
the main focus on determining the degree of stylistic
affinity among particular specimens. In total, 129 rings
representing the above-mentioned types have been in-
cluded. Since certain traits characteristic of B.39 finger
rings can also be found in rings of the B.18 type, the lat-
ter have been included in the analysis as well (21 piec-
es) (Fig. 2).

The analysed artefacts originate from various con-
texts: 39% were found in graves, with 14% recorded in
the context of male burials and 12% in the context of
female burials; 18% come from deposits, with 7% rep-
resenting bog finds containing elements of weaponry;
and as much as 43% of the artefacts are uncontexted
finds (Fig. 3:A).

The largest numbers of rings in question are known
from Zealand (22%) and mainland Sweden (19%), with
relatively large groups also recorded in Oland (12%),
Gotland (8%), Norway (11%), Jutland (8%), and Ger-
many (7% - in what today is Niedersachsen, Sachsen-
Anhalt, Thiiringen, and Sachsen). They also occur in
Funen, Bornholm, Christiansg, south-western Finland,
and in northern and eastern Poland (Fig. 3:B).

Gold snake rings are objects of high artisanship, most
likely created on commission and therefore unique in de-
tails of manufacture. Basically, there are no two identical
ornaments in this group, even when some of them were
created as pairs. This means that any classification sys-
tem operating on arbitrary units (types) will inevitably
highlight only one or a few attributes, completely disre-
garding other traits, perhaps equally important for iden-
tifying two objects as originating from the same work-
shop or determining their possible chronological affinity.
Although strictly interrelated, the analysed group of ar-
tefacts is undoubtedly a polythetic set, with individual
specimens sharing only some attributes (which may oc-
cur in a variety of combinations) and with boundaries
between particular types blurred.

Any attempt at classification that would take into ac-
count the polythetic nature of the source basis requires
the application of multivariate analysis. Since the aim of
this study goes beyond classification and also encom-
passes identification of typological connections among
particular artefacts, the analysis will make use of the
phylogenetic method. The method has been borrowed
by archaeological research from biological systematics,
where cladistics is widely applied for reconstructing ge-
netic relationships between compared sequences of at-
tributes. In archaeology, phylogenetic studies are often

MARZENA J. PRZYBYLA, Lords of the Rings...

applied to examine a collection of artefacts assumed to
represent branches of one manufacturing tradition, i.e.
to have had a “common ancestor””. It seems that this as-
sumption is also justified with respect to the collection
analysed here, as it is characterised by a significant de-
gree of stylistic affinity.

The method chosen here is the Neighbour-Joining
analysis with pairwise deletion, and it was performed
using MEGA 4 software®. This method calculates a sta-
tistical distance between the closest taxa (here: artefacts)
(number of changes per number of attributes in the se-
quence), and their affinity is determined using the mini-
mal change method. The result is just one phylogenetic
tree, that identified by the algorithm as the most likely.

The matrix takes into account the variability of 58 at-
tributes, encompassing such aspects as the number of
ribbons, shape and details of the terminals, position of
the decoration, types of stamps used, and types of filigree
and granulation ornamentation. The differentiation of
these attributes is presented in Fig. 4. The classification
of punched decoration follows Andersson”, with some
supplementations. Some of the damaged artefacts have
been included in the matrix as well, since the software
used allows for their analysis. Some others, however, have
been excluded, where the number of non-extant elements
was too high or when the terminal has not survived.

3. RESULTS OF THE ANALYSIS

The result of the analysis is a rooted phylogenetic tree
which separates the examined artefacts into two “tradi-
tions” The root of the tree has been generated statisti-
cally. The tree has been compared with relative datings
of grave assemblages and hoards containing rings of the
discussed types, presented in Fig. 5. The datings are based
on chronological observations concerning dress items, in
particular brooches M.II-III** and, with respect to some
male burials, on A. Rau’s findings concerning chronolo-
gy of graves with weapons. In light of these datings, the
chronological frameworks of the ornaments in question
span phases C1b-C3b.

The earliest grave assemblages, attributable to phase
Cl1b, can be found in the initial sections of both main
branches. In one branch these are the assemblages from
Kirkebakkegard and Vallgby (Zealand), Komorowo

¥ M.]J. O’BRIEN, J. DARWENT, R.L. LymaN 2001; M.]. O’BRIEN, R.L.
LymaN 2005; I. TEMKIN, N. ELDREDGE 2007; F. CurTA 2009; M.S.
PrzyBYEA 2014;J. D’HUY 2015; M.J. O’'BRIEN ET ALII 2015.

# K. TAMURA ET ALII 2007.

» K. ANDERSSON 1991, 223.

* M.J. PrzyBYEA 2018a.

' A. Rau 2010.
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(eastern Pomerania), and Pilipki (north-eastern Poland),
and in the other branch those from Ryd (Oland), grave
73 and Gunnerupgérd (Zealand), grave 1. Since these
earliest assemblages from the first branch stand out in
the diagram as a separate branch and form a numeri-
cally superior group, the tree has been rooted precisely
in the place where this branch separates. The rooted tree
is shown in Fig. 6.

The rooting allowed three main branches to be dis-
tinguished, referred to later in the text as groups. It is
worth noting that due to the polythetic nature of the
branches the distinguished classification units do not
fully overlap with the types traditionally distinguished
for these artefacts. Group 1, which marks the root of
the tree, is the earliest. It is comprised of some brace-
lets and neck-rings of types Hildebrand A and B, and
some finger rings akin to type B.40. Group 1 splits into
two other groups: group 2 comprising B.40 finger rings,
bracelets and neck-rings of type Hildebrand C and some
of those belonging to type B, and group 3 comprising
B.39 finger rings, some of type Hildebrand A bracelets,
and B.18 finger rings.

The groups divide further into smaller branches. For
the sake of simplicity of description, they have been me-
chanically distinguished as sub-groups designed with
letters. They have been used as modules in the simpli-
fied scheme of the rooted tree shown in Fig. 7. The mo-
ments when subsequent “generations” of rings appear
are marked on the illustrations showing the tree and
on the model of evolution of the rings in question cre-
ated on the basis of this tree. However, it needs to be em-
phasised that the pace at which modifications emerged
was certainly not consistent in all the branches and may
have also differed at different stages within a branch.
Nevertheless, comparing the relative chronology of as-
semblages containing the discussed ornaments with the
relative chronology of the ornaments emerging from the
development of the tree, one can note that these two se-
quences are generally consistent. In other words, assem-
blages from phase C1b are situated in the initial sections
of the development of particular branches (in the lower
part of the phylogenetic tree), while those from phase
C3 can be found in the closing sections. One should
not forget, however, that these sequences represent two
different categories. The sequence shown as the phylo-
genetic tree relates to the moments when particular or-
naments were created, while the one based on relative
chronology of grave assemblages relates to the moments
when these ornaments were removed from circulation.
Below, major characteristics of particular branches are
discussed. The diversity of attributes in the context of
particular subgroups is shown in correspondence anal-
ysis diagrams (Fig. 12, 20).

Fig. 5. Chronology of inventories with gold rings with zoomorphic or schematized zoomorphic terminals (for the classification systems used - cf. Footnote 24).

Ryc. 5. Chronologia zespolow zawierajacych obrecze o zoomorficznych lub stylizowanych zoomorficznych zakonczeniach (zrédla wykorzystanych klasyfikacji - zob. przyp. 24).
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Fig. 6. Phylogenetic development of gold rings with
zoomorphic or schematized zoomorphic terminals, with
division into groups and subgroups. The capital letter in
parentheses before the site name stands for main regions
taken as units of analysis (Z - Zealand; F-Funen;
B-Bornholm; J-Jutland; G-Gotland;

O -0Oland; S - continental Sweden; N - Norway;
D-Germany; P-Poland).

The site name is followed by bibliographical references,
mostly referring to the works of Kent ANDERSSON
(1993a; abbr. A) or Lisbeth KiBenicH (1995; abbr. K),
where further bibliographical references and basic
information concerning the contexts of finds can be
found. The bibliographical information is supplemented
with the works of Marianne SCHAUMAN-LONNQVIST
(1988), Katarzyna RusIN (2008), Walther ScHuLZ
(1952), Monika RascH (1991), Giinter WEGNER (1990),
Vladislav V. KRoPOTKIN (1973), and Gustaf KOSSINNA
(1922).

Ryc. 6. Rozwdj filogenetyczny ztotych obreczy

o zoomorficznych lub stylizowanych zoomorficznych
zakonczeniach, z podziatem na grupy i podgrupy.
Wielka litera w nawiasie przed nazwg stanowiska
oznacza gléwne regiony przyjete za jednostki analizy
(Z-Zelandia; F-Fionia; B-Bornholm;
J-Jutlandia; G- Gotlandia; O-Olandia;
S-Szwecja kontynentalna; N - Norwegia;
D-Niemcy; P-Polska). Po nazwie stanowiska
nastepuja odniesienia bibliograficzne, najczesciej do
prac Kenta ANDERSSONA (1993a; skrét A) lub Lisbeth
KIBENICH (1995; skrét K), gdzie mozna znalez¢ dalsze
odniesienia bibliograficzne i podstawowe informacje
dotyczace kontekstow znalezisk. Uzupelnieniem
informacji bibliograficznych sa odsylacze do prac
Marianne SCHAUMAN-LONNQVIST (1988), Katarzyny
RusIn (2008), Walthera ScHULZA (1952), Moniki RAscH
(1991), Glintera WEGNERA (1990), Vladislava

V. KroroTKINA (1973) i Gustafa KossiNnny (1922).
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Fig. 7. The development of gold rings with zoomorphic or schematized zoomorphic terminals and the dating of particular inventories
with such artefacts.

Ryc. 7. Rozwdj ztotych obreczy o zoomorficznych lub stylizowanych zoomorficznych zakonczeniach i datowanie wybranych zespotéw
z takimi przedmiotami.




Finland (1 spec.)

Zealand (2 spec.)

Poland (2 spec.)

Oland (3 spec.)

Fig. 8. Rings of group 1 in particular regions.
Ryc. 8. Obrecze grupy 1 w poszczegdlnych regionach.

3.1. GROUP 1

This is the smallest and most diversified group. It com-
prises ten rings known from Oland, Gotland, Zealand,
south-western Finland, Rugia, and the central parts of
northern and north-eastern Poland (Fig. 8). The group
divides into subgroups 1A, 1B, and 1C (Fig. 10), the
first two of which contain the above-mentioned grave
assemblages from phase C1b (cf. Fig. 5). Their develop-
ment spans generations 2-4. Here belong rings with one,
and more often two ribbons, with a broad, plano-convex
ridge (type 9C) and a narrow, thickened edge (type 8B).
Only in one case (Komorowo - Fig. 10:5) is the latter el-
ement absent.

Most of the rings from this group have triangular ani-
mal heads cut flat at the top (type 13D), with only one
specimen having the upper part of the head shaped like
the letter V (Pilipki — Fig. 10:8) (type 13A). The majority
of the ornaments in question have the eyes marked as well,
although the manner in which they are rendered differs.
In subgroup 1A they are punched using a round-tipped
stamp (type 20D) (Fig. 10:1.2), and in subgroup 1B they
take the form of large knobs (type 20B) (Fig. 10:3-6), and
in one case, small knobs (type 20A) (Fig. 10:8). In two
1B specimens a round-tipped stamp was used for mark-
ing “nostrils” as well (type 22A; Fig. 10:4.6). In the same
two rings, the animal heads crowning the ribbons termi-

Germany (1 spec.)

Gotland (1 spec.)

MARZENA J. PRZYBYLA, Lords of the Rings...

Fig. 9. Finger rings from Mollegdrdsmarken
(Funen), grave 525 (1), and from the grave from
Kirkebakkegard (Zealand) (2).

After: M.B. HENRIKSEN 2009 (1). Photo:
Nationalmuseet, Koebenhavn (hereafter: NMK) (2).
Ryc. 9. Pierécienie z grobu 1 zMollegdrdsmarken
na Fionii (1) iz grobuzKirkebakkegard

na Zelandii (2). Wg: M.B. HENRIKSEN 2009 (1).

Fot.: Nationalmuseet, Kobenhavn (dalej: NMK) (2).

nate in oval knobs (type 18A). However, the bulk of the
bracelets from group 1 are lacking this additional element.

Subgroup 1C derives from subgroup 1B (Fig. 10:7.9-
11). Only one dated assemblage can be assigned here,
namely the deposit from Nasby (Oland), which can only
broadly be placed within phases C1b and C2 (cf. Fig. 5).
Therefore, it is difficult to determine whether this sub-
group falls within the same chronological frameworks as
subgroups 1A and 1C, or extends at least partially into
phase C2. Subgroup 1C develops from generations 5-6.
As in subgroups 1A and 1B, bracelets have two ribbons,
each with a broad, plano-convex ridge. However, unlike in
the first two subgroups, 1C bracelets have flat edges (type
8A). They terminate in animal heads with a V-shaped
upper part and with a vertical rib (type 13A), but with-
out the knob at the top. Nostrils are marked here as well,
and they belong to type 20B or 20C, also represented in
group 2 and in later subgroups of group 3.

In terms of the shape of the ribbons, rings belonging
to group 1 find analogies both in some earlier silver and
bronze bracelets from phase B2 known from female buri-
als in the Elbe basin®, and in single specimens of B.41
finger rings occurring in Jutland (and incidentally in

*2'W. ScHULZ 1952, 124; E.M. VERMA 1989, 14.

\/

Fig. 10. Gold rings of group 1: 1 - Kirkebakkegérd (Zealand);2-Norra Nédsby (Oland); 3 - Altefidr-Grahlhof (Riigen);
4-Burs (Gotland); 5- Komorowo (eastern Pomerania); 6 - Vallgby (Zealand); 7 - Nousiainen (Finland); 8 - Pilipki

(NE Poland); 9 - Ndsby (Oland); 10, 11 - Osby (Oland). Photo: NMK (1), SHM (2, 7, 9-11), M.J. Przybyta (6; NMK coll.).

After: M.J. PrRzyBYEA 2010 (3); G. ARWIDSSON 1984 (4), G. KOSSINNA 1922 (5); Z. L'vOVNA & M. SHCHUKIN 1994 (8).

Ryc. 10. Zlote obrecze grupy 1: 1 - Kirkebakkegard (Zelandia); 2 - Norra Nédsby (Olandia); 3 - Altefar-Grahlhof (Rugia);
4-Burs (Gotlandia); 5- Komorowo (Pomorze Wschodnie); 6 - Valloby (Zelandia); 7- Nousiainen (Finlandia); 8 - Pilipki
(NE Polska); 9 - Ndsby (Olandia); 10, 11 - Osby (Olandia). Fot.: NMK (1), SHM (2, 7, 9-11), M.J. Przybyta (6; zbiory NMK).

Wg: M.J. PRzYBYLA 2010 (3); G. ARWIDSSON 1984 (4), G. KossINNA 1922 (5); Z. LvovNA i M. SHCHUKIN 1994 (8).
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Bornholm (1 spec.)
Funen (3 spec.)
Jutland (3 spec.)

Poland (1 spec.)

Finland (4 spec.)

Zealand (4 spec.)
Norway (5 spec.)

Germany (5 spec.)

Gotland (10 spec.)

neighbouring regions as well, e.g. Funen)”. A good ex-
ample is a gold B.41 finger ring dated to phase Cla re-
covered from grave 525 at Mollegardsmarken (Funen)*,
whose plate is shaped analogically to rings from Kirke-
bakkegard (Zealand) and Norra Nésby (Oland) (Fig. 9).
With respect to the form of the zoomorphic terminal,
analogies can again be found in the mentioned bracelets
from the Elbe Germanic cultural circle, a fact noted in
the literature™. These similarities are most distinct in the
case of a pair of silver bracelets from grave 2 at Fohrde,
Gallberg III (north-eastern Germany)* and the bracelets
described here as subgroup 1C.

3.2. GROUP 2

Group 2 comprises 71 rings. The majority comes from
mainland Sweden, Oland, and Gotland (45 pieces in to-
tal), with smaller numbers (maximum 3-5 pieces) known
from Zealand, Funen, Jutland, Norway, Schleswig (the
Thorsberg bog deposit), central and eastern Germany
(Sachsen-Anhalt, Sachsen and Thiiringen), and south-
western Finland. Single finds come from north-eastern
Poland and Bornholm (Fig. 11).

Twelve subgroups were distinguished within this
branch, designated with capital letters from A to M.
The lifespan of this group covers phases Clb, C2, and
C3. As compared with group 1, group 2 is relatively ho-
mogenous. In all these rings the ribbons typically have
triangle-sectioned ridges and flat edges, and most often
they terminate in a conical, ribbed element with a knob
at the end. The rings differ among themselves mainly
in decoration and proportions of the elements crowning
the ribbons, decoration of the ribbons, and the number

3 1.. KiBENICH 1995, 116.

3 E. ALBRECTSEN 1971, 65.

*E. BLUME 1912, 76; G. KossINNA 1922, 133-134; W. ScHULZ 1952,
124; K. Rappatz 1957, 127; E.M. VERMA 1989, 37.

* A. Voss, G. STIMMING 1887, 5.

Oland (15 spec.)

MARZENA J. PRZYBYLA, Lords of the Rings...

Mainland Sweden (20 spec.)

Fig. 11. Rings of group 2 in particular regions
(total: 71 spec.).

Ryc. 11. Obrecze grupy 2 w poszczegélnych
regionach (lacznie 71 egz.).

of ribbons. The diversity of attributes in the context of
particular subgroups is shown on the correspondence
analysis diagram in Fig. 12.

3.1.1. Subgroup 2A

Subgroup 2A is the earliest (Fig. 13:1-3) and, analogically
to subgroups 1A and 1B, it appears in generation 2 and
develops until generation 4. The subgroup includes two
assemblages containing chronological indicators, which
allows it to be placed within phase C1b (cf. Fig. 5). Thus,
both the chronology of the tree and the conventional dat-
ing indicate that subgroup 2A is contemporary to sub-
groups 1A and 1B. All three rings included into subgroup
2A have two ribbons, which in one case terminate with
knobs and in the other two cases taper sharply without
any additional crowning.

3.1.2. Subgroups 2B-2F

Subgroup 2B becomes distinct in generation 6, which
means parallel with the appearance of subgroup 1C,
and it develops until generation 8. Here belong rings
with two and less often three ribbons, which typically
pass smoothly in ribbed ends. Except for grave 10 from
Virnhem (Gotland)”, no other dated grave assemblages
belong to this subgroup. The mentioned assemblage can
be dated to phase C1, probably C1b, based on a drinking
horn rim fitting of Andrzejowski type K.6%.

Another offshoot starting in generation 6 has two
branches: one in which subgroup 2C appears in genera-
tion 7, with grave 2 from Emersleben (central Germany),
dated to phase C2 (cf. Fig. 5), and the other, larger branch,
which in generation 8 splits into two separate lines. The
firstline, shorter, forks in generation 9 into subgroup 2G
(which continues to develop in generation 10 as well, see

¥ K. ANDERSSON 1993a, 221, cat. 1230.
* 7. ANDRZEJOWSKI 1991, 50.
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Fig. 12. Correspondence analysis for rings of groups 1 and 2 (objects and variables on 1. and 2. principal axes).

Ryc. 12. Analiza odpowiedniosci obreczy grup 1 i 2 (obiekty i zmienne na 1. i 2. osi gldwnej).

Fig. 15:1-3) and another branch, which in generation
11 splits into subgroups 2E and 2F (subgroup 2E - Fig.
14:9-10; subgroup 2F - Fig. 14:3-8).

Rings of subgroup 2G have two ribbons with plain,
triangle-sectioned ridges and flat edges decorated with
bands of punched motifs rendered with a type 52 stamp.
The rings terminate in short, ribbed conical elements
(type 15A) crowned with oval or hemispherical knobs
(types 18A or 18B). In two cases some of the ribs on the
conical ends are additionally notched (type 17B). The
ribbons pass smoothly into conical ends or - in one
case — are distinctly separated from them (types 6A or
6B). Only one relatively well-dated ring was assigned
to subgroup 2G. It originates from the Dalbo deposit
(Gotland), which can be placed within phases C1-C2

(cf. Fig. 5). The fact that the Dalbo ring appears two
generations later than the phase C2 ring from Emersle-
ben grave 2 (subgroup 2C) might argue for narrowing
the chronology of subgroup 2G to phase C2. However,
as mentioned, the pace at which changes appeared could
differ in particular branches of the tree, hence it cannot
be ruled out that branch 2C, which separates earlier, is
actually at least partly later than branch 2G.

The main characteristic of subgroups 2D, 2E, and 2F
is the presence of zoomorphic heads at the ends of the
ribbons, which pass into conical, most often ribbed, el-
ements crowned with knobs. Subgroup 2D lacks well-
dated assemblages. Here belong two rings from the bog
deposit at Thorsberg and one from Solhems Mellan,
Bohuslan (Fig. 14:1.2). The rings have two ribbons with

A\

Fig. 13. Gold rings of sub-groups 2A (1-3), 2B (4-7), and 2C (8-11): 1 - Ryd (Oland); 2 - Gunnerupgard (Zealand), grave 1;
3-Hingeballe (Jutland); 4 - Flurstedt (central Germany); 5~ Virnhem (Gotland); 6 - Kristinelund (Oland);
7-Hulterstad (Oland); 8 - Sappesborg (Funen); 9 -Selvejergard (Bornholm); 10 - Liene Skov (Jutland);

11 -Emersleben (central Germany), grave 2. Photo: SHM (6, 7), M.J. Przybyla (2, 3, 8-10; NMK coll.). After: M. Rascu 1991 (1),

W. ScHULZ 1952 (4, 11), O. ALMGREN & B. NERMAN 1923 (5).

Ryc. 13. Zlote obrecze podgrup 2A (1-3), 2B (4-7) i 2C (8-11): 1 - Ryd (Olandia); 2 - Gunnerupgard (Zelandia), gréb 1;
3-Hingeballe (Jutlandia); 4 - Flurstedt ($Srodkowe Niemcy); 5- Varnhem (Gotlandia); 6 - Kristinelund (Olandia);
7-Hulterstad (Olandia); 8 - Sappesborg (Fionia); 9-Selvejergard (Bornholm); 10 - Liene Skov (Jutlandia);

11 -Emersleben (srodkowe Niemcy), grob 2. Fot.: SHM (6, 7), M.J. Przybyla (2, 3, 8-10; zbiory NMK). Wg: M. RascH 1991 (1),

20  W.ScHuLz 1952 (4, 11), O. ALMGREN i B. NERMAN 1923 (5).
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plain, triangle-sectioned ridges and flat edges decorated
using a stamp of type 53. Each ribbon passes smoothly
into a triangular animal head that is flat on the top and
has punched eyes, and terminates with a conical, ribbed
element crowned with an oval knob (elements of types

1.3.4.6-11

15B and 18A). On the Thorsberg bracelets the ribs on the
conical elements are additionally notched (type 17B), as
was the case with some 2G bracelets discussed above.
Subgroup 2E comprises three rings having two rib-
bons, which end in profiled animal heads with V-shaped
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Fig. 14. Gold rings of sub-groups 2D (1, 2), 2E (9-11), and 2F (3-8): 1 - Thorsberg bog (Schleswig); 2 - Solhems Mellan (Bohuslin);
3-Lingtora parish (Uppland); 4 - Bredinge (Oland); 5- Himlingeje, grave 1/1894 (Zealand); 6 - Luggavi (Nérke);

7,8 -Mollegardsmarken (Funen); 9 - Tuna, deposit (Uppland); 10 - Vestringe (Gotland); 11 - Gute (Gotland).

Photo: SHM (2-4, 7, 9-11), M.J. Przybyta (5; zbiory NMK). After: R. BLANKENFELDT 2007 (1), L. JORGENSEN & P. VANG PETERSEN 1998 (7, 8).
Ryc. 14. Zlote obrecze podgrup 2D (1, 2), 2E (9-11) i 2F (3-8): 1 - bagno Thorsberg (Szlezwik); 2 - Solhems Mellan (Bohuslidn);
3-par. Lingtora (Uplandia); 4 - Bredinge (Olandia); 5- Himlingoje, grob 1/1894 (Zelandia); 6 - Luggavi (Narke);
7,8-Mollegdrdsmarken (Fionia); 9 - Tuna, depozyt (Uplandia); 10 - Vestringe (Gotlandia); 11 - Gute (Gotlandia).

Fot.: SHM (2-4, 7, 9-11), M.]. Przybyta (5; zbiory NMK). Wg: R. BLANKENFELDT 2007 (1), L. JORGENSEN i P. VANG PETERSEN 1998 (7, 8).
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upper parts (type 13B) and eyes marked by small knobs
or circular punch marks (type 20A or 20C) (Fig. 14:9.10).
The heads terminate in conical ribbed elements crowned
with knobs. In two cases the terminal combines elements
of types 15A and 18A, and in one case, of types 15C and
18D. Bracelets of subgroup 2E have broad, plano-convex
or trapezium-sectioned ridges (type 9C or 9B), and flat
edges. It is worth noting that in the rings with plano-con-
vex ridges the decoration of the ridges is oriented trans-
versally (type 10A). This finds analogy in the ring from
Pilipki (Fig. 10:8), which belongs to subgroup 1B and is
dated to phase Clb. This similarity might in theory ar-
gue for an early chronological position of 2E bracelets.
However, this trait seems to be a longer-lasting one, as
evidenced by its appearance in the context of clearly later
traits within group 2. Among the bracelets included here
into subgroup 2E, a relatively late chronology might be
assigned to the artefact from Vestringe (Gotland), due to
the proportions and decoration of its conical terminals,
and the shape of the knobs crowning them (Fig. 14:10).
Such long conical terminals, representing type 15C, do
not appear earlier than in the context of grave assem-
blages from phase C2. The same holds true with respect
to acorn-shaped knobs (type 18D) and the decoration
featuring on the conical elements, with bands of narrow
ribs alternating with single broad ribs (type 17C). Both
these elements first appear in the context of phase C2
assemblages and continue in the context of phase C3.
Therefore, at least with respect to the Vestringe brace-
let, one should accept the dating within phases C2-C3.
It cannot be ruled out that similar chronological frame-
works should also be applied to a ring fragment from
Gute (Gotland)* which, due to its highly fragmentary
state, has not been included in the analysis (Fig. 14:11).
In terms of the head form and punched decoration, this
fragment closely resembles the bracelet from Vestringe
(Fig. 14:10).

A noteworthy issue in the context of 2E rings is the for-
mal similarity of animal heads adorning them to those
typical of the majority of finger rings — and single brace-
lets - of subgroups 3A and 3B, dated broadly to phases
C1b-C2 (see below).

* K. ANDERSSON 1993a, 206, cat. 1117, fig. 85.

Zoomorphic terminals also occur in rings classed as
subgroup 2F. Here belong five specimens, of which four
have triangular animal heads with V-shaped upper sides
(type 13A) (Fig. 14:3-5.7-8), while one has a triangular
head with the straight upper side (type 13D) (Fig. 14:6).
Type 13A finds parallels among zoomorphic heads adorn-
ing rings of subgroup 1C, while type 13B also occurs
in rings representing subgroups 1A-1B and 2D. Rings
classed as subgroup 2F can have two or three ribbons,
with flat edges (type 8A). Ridges occur in two variants
only: a broad, plano-convex ridge (type 9C) or a triangle-
sectioned ridge (type 9A). The ridges are always decorat-
ed lengthwise (type 10B). In this subgroup, one or two
transversal ribs appear above the animal head (types 19A
and 19B), an element with numerous analogies in rings
of subgroups 3A-3K (Fig. 14:3.4.7.8). All 2F rings ter-
minate in short, conical elements (type 15A), which can
be crowned with oval or biconical knob (types 18A and
18C). Conical elements are either plain or ribbed, with
the ribs notched in single cases.

Only one dated assemblage belongs to subgroup 2F
- grave 1/1894 from Himlinggje (Zealand), which can
be dated within phases C1b-C2a (cf. Fig. 5).

3.2.3. Subgroups 2H-2]
As mentioned, in generation 7 group 2 forks into two
large branches, one of which has been presented above.
The second branch splits in generation 8, into subgroup
2H (which starts in generation 9) and another branch,
where subgroups 21 and 2] appear in generation 10. Sub-
groups 2H and 21 develop until generation 12, while sub-
group 2] continues up to generation 14. These three sub-
groups have much in common with subgroup 2G. None
of them feature zoomorphic elements. All include rings
with two or three ribbons. The ridges are plain, triangle-
sectioned, and framed with bands of punched decoration
executed with a stamp of type 52. Only the last two rings
from subgroup 2], which appear in generation 14, feature
a different decoration. One is decorated with a band of
type 50 motifs, an element commonplace in subgroups
2L and 2M discussed below.

All the rings belonging to subgroups 2H, 2I, and 2]
end in a conical element crowned with a knob. In rings
2H the terminals are separated and consist of a conical
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Fig. 15. Gold rings of sub-groups 2G (1-3) and 2H (4-8): 1 - Vistra Rickeby (Uppland); 2 - Stockebidck (Smaland); 3 -Dalbo,
Angsékern (Gotland); 4 - Donb @k, grave 60 (Jutland); 5~ Gédéker, grave VIII (Uppland); 6 - Isokylid-Ketohaka, grave 2
(Finland); 7, 8 - Veien (Buskerud). Photo: SHM (1-3, 5), M.]. Przybyta (4; NMK coll.), Kulturhistorisk museum, Oslo (7).

After: E. Kivikoski 1973 (6); L. GUSTAESON 2004 (8).

Ryc. 15. Zlote obrecze podgrup 2G (1-3) i 2H (4-8): 1 - Viastra Rickeby (Uplandia); 2 - Stockebéck (Smalandia); 3-Dalbo,
Angsékern (Gotlandia); 4 - Donbak, grob 60 (Jutlandia); 5 - Géddker, grob VIII (Uplandia); 6 - Isokyld-Ketohaka, grob 2
(Finlandia); 7, 8 - Veien (Buskerud). Fot.: SHM (1-3, 5), M.]J. Przybyta (4; zbiory NMK), Kulturhistorisk museum, Oslo (7).

Wg: E. K1vikoskr 1973 (6); L. GUSTAESON 2004 (8).

element adorned with transversal ribs (type 13E, deco- the conical element are usually 1:2, and only in one case
ration of type 17A), crowned with an oval or biconical is it 1:3 (types 15B and 15C).
knob (types 18A and 18C) (Fig. 15:4-8). The propor- Rings classed as 2I also have separated ends, consist-

tions between the length of the knob and the length of  ing of a short conical element (type 15A) crowned with



an oval knob (type 18A). The conical element can be
ribbed, with some of the ribs diagonally notched (type
17B), or plain. An additional element recorded in three
out of five rings assigned to this subgroup is the deco-
ration of the sides of ribbon edges with punched motifs
(type 7A, stamp type 50).

In subgroup 2] one can find both specimens with sep-
arated ends, and those in which the ends are not sepa-
rated from the ribbons (Fig. 16:6-10). The ends typically
consist of an oval knob of type 18A or a hemispherical
knob of type 18B and a conical, ribbed element of type
15B. In four cases, some of the ribs on the conical parts
are additionally covered with diagonal notches.

Subgroups 2H, 2I, and 2] should probably be placed
within phase C2. Subgroup 2H includes four dated grave
assemblages. One of them, the grave 60 from Donbaek
(Jutland), belongs to phase C2, while the remaining three
have broader dating. Grave VIII from Gédéaker (Uppland)
and the grave from Veien (Buskerud) fall within Clb-
C2, while one assemblage - the grave from Isokyld-Ke-
tohaka 2, (south-western Finland) - is within C2-D (cf.
Fig. 5). Only one dated assemblage was assigned to sub-
group 2I - the grave from Szpaki (north-eastern Poland),
which belongs to phase C2. The same chronological po-
sition can be assigned to grave 3/1977 from Himlinggje,
in which a bracelet of subgroup 2] was found.

3.2.4. Subgroups 2K-2M

Subgroup 2K, which derives from subgroup 2], appears
in generation 13 and develops until generation 17 (Fig.
17:1-5). It is a starting point for a larger branch which
in generation 18 forks into subgroups 2L and 2M (Fig.
17:6-12, 18). In subgroup 2K one can still find single
rings revealing some of the traits common in subgroups
2G, 2H, 21, and 2], i.e. specimens with conical termi-
nals of type 2B crowned with knobs of type 18A (Fig.
17:1.4.5). Also, subgroup 2K is the last branch in which
conical terminals are decorated with evenly spaced, di-
agonally notched ribs. On the other hand, subgroup 2K
shows traits which later become typical in subgroups 2L
and 2M: acorn-shaped knobs (type 18D), and long con-
ical terminals three to four times as long as the knobs
(types 15C and 15D) (Fig. 17:2.3).

As mentioned, these elements also occur in the Vest-
ringe ring, classed as subgroup 2E, which has been con-
sidered as an argument for dating this artefact later than
other rings from that branch (Fig. 14:10). Such dating
is additionally corroborated by the decoration of the
conical terminal of the Vestringe artefact, with groups
of densely packed ribs alternating with broad ribs (type
17C) (Fig. 17:7.8, 18).

In some 2K rings, the triangle-sectioned ridge is ad-
ditionally decorated lengthwise with a groove along the
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crest (type 27A) (Fig. 17:4), which finds analogy in some
specimens belonging to subgroup 2M (Fig. 18:1.2). In
subgroups 2L and 2M, bands of decoration running along
the ribbon’s ridge are often executed with a stamp of type
50, with those of types 39, 40, and 41 being quite common
as well. Outside these two subgroups, in group 2 they
only occur in the 2E branch mentioned above. Another
trait characteristic of subgroup 2M is the presence of tri-
angular facets at the ends of the ribbon, on both sides of
the ridge (type 11A). Single examples of this late trait can
also be found in subgroup 2L (Fig. 17:12, 18). All rings
included in subgroups 2K, 2M, and 2L have a longitudi-
nal incised line running along the edges of the ribbons.
Although less frequently, this element also occurs among
other bracelets from group 2.

The earliest confidently dated assemblages in sub-
groups 2K, 2M, and 2L belong to phase C2. In subgroup
2K this is the deposit from Cottbus (eastern Germany)
(cf. Fig. 5), and in subgroup 2L the grave from Tuna (Vast-
manland). The latter assemblage included a ring of sub-
group 2M as well. A 2M ring was also found in the grave
from Hove, Rogaland, dated to phase C2. Subgroup 2M
comprises some later inventories as well: from grave A
in Varpelev in Zealand (dated to phase C3b), and from
grave I in Isokyld-Katajamaki in south-western Finland
(dated to phase C3) (see cf. Fig. 5).

3.3. GROUP 3

This group comprises 66 rings, mainly finger rings. Near-
ly half of them originate from Zealand, with smaller num-
bers known from Norway, mainland Sweden, Jutland,
and Bornholm. In addition, single finds were recorded
in North and Central Germany, in Christianse, Gotland,
and Funen (Fig. 19A). Artefacts classed as group 3 in-
clude predominantly B.39 finger rings and single brace-
lets referring to them, which are discussed below within
subgroups 3A-3K. This collection numbers 45 rings, with
the main focus of distribution being Zealand (25 pcs). In
much smaller numbers they are represented in mainland
Sweden, Norway, Jutland, and Bornholm, with only sin-
gle finds known from Schleswig (Thorsberg bog), Cen-
tral Germany, and Funen (Fig. 19C).

Another element of group 3 are finger rings B.18 and
their variants, here classed within subgroups 3L-3M. The
main focus of their distribution is Norway and Jutland.
They also occur in mainland Sweden, Zealand, Born-
holm, Christianse, and north-west Germany (Fig. 19B).
The diversity of attributes in the context of particular
subgroups is shown on the correspondence analysis di-
agram (Fig. 20).

3.3.1. Subgroups 3A and 3B
These two subgroups form one, clearly distinct branch
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Fig. 16. Gold rings of sub-groups 2I (1-5) and 2J (6-10): 1 - Fyns Hoved (Funen); 2 - Asarve (Gotland); 3 - Naffentorp (Skane);
4-Léangalma (Uppland); 5- Szpaki (north-eastern Poland); 6 - Troma (Gotland); 7- Himlingoje, grave 3/1977 (Zealand);
8-11-Grisbick (Smiland); 9 - Hoviksnés (Bohuslin); 10 - Ragnabo (Sméland); 11 - Kleva (Oland).

Photo: M.J. Przybyla (1, 7; NMK coll.), SHM (2-4, 6, 8-11). After: K. Rusin 2008 (5, left) and J. Jaskanis 2012 (5, right).

Ryc. 16. Zlote obrecze podgrup 2I (1-5)i2]J (6-10): 1 -Fyns Hoved (Fionia); 2 - Asarve (Gotlandia); 3 - Naffentorp (Skania);
4-Langalma (Uplandia); 5 - Szpaki (pin.-wsch. Polska); 6 - Troma (Gotlandia); 7 - Himlingeje, grob 3/1977 (Zelandia);

8-11 - Grisbéack (Smalandia); 9 - Hoviksnés (Bohusldn); 10 - Ragnabo (Smalandia); 11 - Kleva (Olandia).

Fot.: M.]. Przybyla (1, 7; zbiory NMK), SHM (2-4, 6, 8-11). Wg: K. Rusin 2008 (5, lewa) i J. JaskaN1s 2012 (5, prawa).
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Fig. 17. Gold rings of sub-groups 2K (1-5) and 2L (6-11): 1-3,6-8 - Skedemosse (Oland); 4 - Mannegdrda (Gotland);
5-Cottbus (eastern Germany); 9 - Eskilstorp (Skne); 10, 11 - Tuna, grave (Vistmanland); 12 - Kvinnsgrdta (Oland).
Photo: SHM (4, 9). After: U.E. HAGBERG 1967 (1-3, 6-8), W. ScHULZ 1952 (5), E. NYLEN & B. SCHONBACK 1994a (10, 11),

U.E. HAGBERG 1979 (12).

Ryc. 17. Zlote obrecze podgrup 2K (1-5) i 2L (6-11): 1-3,6-8 - Skedemosse (Olandia); 4 - Mannegarda (Gotlandia);
5-Cottbus (wschodnie Niemcy); 9 - Eskilstorp (Skania); 10, 11 - Tuna, grob (Vastmanland); 12 - Kvinnsgrota (Olandia).
Fot.: SHM (4, 9). Wg: U.E. HAGBERG 1967 (1-3, 6-8), W. ScHULZ 1952 (5), E. NYLEN i B. ScHONBACK 1994a (10, 11),

U.E. HAGBERG 1979 (12).
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Fig. 18. Gold rings of sub-group 2M: 1 - Varpelev, grave A (Zealand); 2 - Tuna, grave (Vastmanland); 3,4 - Lilla Ryftes,
Vitaker (Gotland); 5 - Hove (Rogaland); 6 -Isokyld-Katajaméki, grave I (Finland). Photo: M.J. Przybyta (1; NMK coll.),
SHM (3, 4), Kulturhistorisk museum, Oslo (5). After: E. NYLEN & B. SCHONBACK 1994b (2), E. Kivikoskr 1973 (6).

Ryc. 18. Zlote obrecze podgrupy 2M: 1 - Varpelev, grob A (Zelandia); 2 - Tuna, gréb (Vistmanland); 3,4 - Lilla Ryftes,
Vitaker (Gotlandia); 5 - Hove (Rogaland); 6 - Isokyld-Katajamaéki, grob I (Finlandia). Fot.: M.J. Przybyla (1; zbiory NMK),
SHM (3, 4), Kulturhistorisk museum, Oslo (5). Wg: E. NYLEN i B. SCHONBACK 1994b (2), E. Kivikosk1 1973 (6).

within group 3. Subgroup 3A appears in generation 3
and develops until generation 7 (Fig. 21:1-8). These are
typologically the earliest rings in group 3 (cf. Fig. 6, 7).
In generation 5, subgroup 3B branches out from sub-
group 3A, and it continues to develop until generation
11 (Fig. 21:9-16).

Both subgroups share a number of traits. Both com-
prise spiral rings having two or three ribbons terminat-
ing in profiled, zoomorphic heads with V-shaped upper
parts (type 13B) which in most cases have eyes rendered

28 with small knobs (type 20; this element is absent from

only one artefact). In the context of group 2 discussed
above, such a form of the zoomorphic head was recorded
in merely three bracelets assigned to subgroup 2E. These
three artefacts were not included into group 3 because
they reveal other traits strongly associated with group 2,
in particular transversal ribs on the ribbons and conical
terminals crowned with knobs.

At the base of the zoomorphic heads, rings of sub-
groups 3A and 3B have one or two transversal ribs (types
19A and 19B). Within subgroup 3A specimens with two
ribs do not appear before generation 6.



Bornholm (3 spec.)
Christiansg %1 spec.)
Gotland (1 spec.)
Funen (1 spec.)

Jutland (9 spec.)

Zealand (28 spec.)

Germany (3 spec.)

Norway (11 spec.)

Mainland Sweden (9 spec.) A

Gotland (1 spec.)

Zealand (3 spec.) Christiansg (1 spec.)

Germany (1 spec.)
Mainland Sweden (3 spec.)
Jutland (5 spec.)
Norway (7 spec.) B

Funen (1 spec.)
Germany (2 spec.)

Bornholm (3 spec.)
Norway (4 spec.)

Zealand (25 spec.)
Jutland (4 spec.)

Mainland Sweden (6 spec.)

The ribbons of rings belonging to subgroups 3A and
3B have triangle-sectioned ridges and flat edges adorned
with a single incised line (elements of types 8A, 9A, and
23A) and aband of type 54 motif*. Specimens with ridges
covered with stamped decoration (stamp of type 37 or
40, decorative pattern 10B) occur in both subgroups, as
also do rings with plain ridges (type 10C) and rings with
two ribbons, in which the hoop features beaded decora-
tion (type 5A). Examples of rings having three ribbons
soldered together are known from both subgroups as
well (Fig. 21:3.6.14).

The element that most clearly distinguishes subgroup
3B from 3A is a circular stamp impression placed at the
end of the ribbon, on both sides of the zoomorphic head
(type 21A) (cf. Fig. 4). In subgroup 3A such decoration

*The only exception seems to be the finger ring from Thorsberg
bog, which is decorated with a stamp of type 52. However, the origi-
nal artefact has been lost and it is only known in a copy, and it is not
sure whether minor details of decoration were precisely reproduced.
In the phylogenetic analysis this trait of the Thorsberg ring has not
been taken into account.
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TOTAL: 66

TOTAL:21

TOTAL:45

Fig. 19. A - Rings of group 3 in particular regions

(total: 67 spec.); B — Rings of subgroups 3L-3M in particular
regions; C — rings of subgroups 3A-3K in particular regions.
Ryc. 19. A - Obrecze grupy 3 w poszczegdlnych

regionach (lacznie 67 egz.); B — Obrecze podgrup 3L-3M

w poszczegdlnych regionach; C - Obrecze podgrup 3A-3K
w poszczegdlnych regionach.

occurs only in one case (Helmsdorf, central Germany)
and it has been executed with a stamp of type 28, while
in subgroup 3B it can be found on every ring and has
been executed with a stamp of type 29.

Only two confidently dated grave assemblages can be
demonstrated in subgroup 3A. These are grave A from
Nordrup (Zealand), dated to phase C1b, and grave 1/1949
from Himlingeje (Zealand), which links with phase C2,
most likely with its earlier section (cf. Fig. 5, 7).

Among rings classed as subgroup 3B, no fewer than six
originate from well-dated grave assemblages: grave from
Stenlille, grave 2/1949 from Himlingpje, graves 209 and
400 from Skovgarde (all in Zealand), grave from Tuna in
Vistmanland, and grave from Ravnkilde (Prestegdrds-
mark) in northern Jutland (cf. Fig. 5). They all belong
to phase C2. The grave from Stenlille seems to have the
earliest chronological position (C2a), and the grave from
Ravnkilde seems to be the latest (C2b).

3.3.2. Subgroups 3C-3K
Rings included into these subgroups all have their ribbons
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Fig. 20. Correspondence analysis for rings of group 3 (objects and variables on 1. and 2. principal axes).

Ryc. 20. Analiza odpowiedniosci obreczy grupy 3 (obiekty i zmienne na 1. i 2. osi gtdwnej).

terminating in zoomorphic heads of type 13C. This large
branch becomes distinct in generation 3, parallel with the
branch formed by subgroups 3A and 3B discussed above.
At this stage it forks into the small subgroup 3C, appear-
ing in generation 4, and another large branch, which in
generation 4 divides into two lines. One of these lines in-
cludes rings classed as subgroups 3L and 3M, which will
be discussed in the next chapter. The second line forks
in generation 5 into subgroup 3D and another branch,
in which subgroup 3E appears in generation 6. The lat-
ter branch divides in generation 11 (the same generation

when the last changes within subgroup 3B occur) into
subgroup 3F and another large branch. This large branch
splits in generation 12 into subgroup 3G (appearing in
generation 13) and subgroups 3H and 3K (appearing in
generation 14). In generation 16, subgroup 3H splits fur-
ther into two subgroups: 31 and 3], with the first speci-
mens appearing in generation 17.

Subgroups 3C, 3D, and 3E combine traits of subgroups
3A and 3B with those characteristic of subgroups 3G, 3H,
31, 3], and 3K. Subgroup 3C comprises three finger rings
with two ribbons, in which hoops are either beaded or

\

Fig. 21. Gold rings of sub-groups 3A (1-8) and 3B (9-16): 1 - Thorsberg bog (Schleswig); 2 - Ravnkilde (Prastegirdsmark)
(Jutland); 3 - Kongsted (Zealand); 4 - Helmsdorf (central Germany); 5- Nordrup, grave A (Zealand); 6 - Lydinge (Zealand);
7-Himlingoeje, grave 1/1949 (Zealand); 8 - Nes (Hordaland); 9,10, 13 - Himlingoje, grave 2/1949 (Zealand); 11 - Skovgérde,
grave 209 (Zealand); 12 - Tuna, grave (Vastmanland); 14 - Skibbinge (Zealand); 15- Skovgarde, grave 400 (Zealand);

16 - Stenlille (Zealand). Photo: M.]J. Przybyta (2, 3, 5, 7, 14, 16; NMK coll.), NMK (9, 10, 13). After: R. BLANKENFELDT 2015 (1),

W. ScHULZ 1933 (4), M.B. HENRIKSEN 2009 (6), H. SCHETELIG 1912 (8), U. LUND HANSEN ET ALIT 1995 (9, 10, 13),

P. ETHELBERG ET ALIT 2000 (11, 15), E. NYLEN & B. SCHONBACK 1994a (12).

Ryc. 21. Zlote obrecze podgrup 3A (1-8) i 3B (9-16): 1 - bagno Thorsberg (Szlezwik); 2 - Ravnkilde (Prestegirdsmark) (Jutlandia);
3-Kongsted (Zelandia); 4 - Helmsdorf (srodkowe Niemcy); 5 - Nordrup, grob A (Zelandia); 6 - Lydinge (Zelandia);
7-Himlingoje, grob 1/1949 (Zelandia); 8 - Nes (Hordaland); 9, 10,13 - Himlingeje, grob 2/1949 (Zelandia); 11 - Skovgérde,
grob 209 (Zelandia); 12 - Tuna, grob (Vastmanland); 14 - Skibbinge (Zelandia); 15 - Skovgarde, grob 400 (Zelandia);

16 - Stenlille (Zelandia). Fot.: M.J. Przybyla (2, 3, 5, 7, 14, 16; zbiory NMK), NMK (9, 10, 13). Wg: R. BLANKENFELDT 2015 (1),

W. ScauLz 1933 (4), M.B. HENRIKSEN 2009 (6), H. SCHETELIG 1912 (8), U. LuND HANSEN ET ALIT 1995 (9, 10, 13),

P. ETHELBERG ET ALIT 2000 (11, 15), E. NYLEN i B. SCHONBACK 1994a (12).
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twisted (5A or 5B) (Fig. 22:1-3). Ridges are always plain
and triangular in section, and the ribbons have flat edg-
es decorated with single incised lines, an ornamentation
finding analogies among rings of subgroups 3A and 3B.
A decoration of type 22A (marked nostrils), recorded on
one ring, also finds analogies in subgroup 3B (Fig. 22:2).
However, unlike in subgroups 3A and 3B, in all three ar-
tefacts from subgroup 3C the decoration featuring along
the ridge uses the motif of type 52 (Fig. 22:1.2), in one
case accompanied by a band of type 50 motif (Fig. 22:3).
The latter artefact additionally has two transversal ribs
above the head. This trait is absent in the remaining two
artefacts, in which zoomorphic heads do not have eyes
marked either. In the third ring the eyes are marked us-
ing stamp 20E (Fig. 22:3).

Only two rings having three ribbons were included
into subgroup 3D (Fig. 22:4.5). The new element appear-
ing in this subgroup is the ridge, which is of trapezium
section (type 9B) and is decorated lengthwise along the
crest. The ribbon edges are flat (type 8A) and decorat-
ed with bands of type 54 motif. One of the rings has the
edges additionally decorated with an incised line (type
23A - a standard element among rings from subgroups
3A-3C) (Fig. 22:5). Both rings classed as 3D have a single
transversal rib above the zoomorphic head (type 19A).
The combination of attributes recorded in these rings:
ahead of type 13C, a trapezium-sectioned ridge adorned
lengthwise, and a single transversal rib above the head,
is also characteristic of typologically later rings assigned
to subgroups 3E-3K. In one of the 3D rings, the animal
heads terminating the ribbons have the eyes marked us-
ing a type 29 stamp (cf. Fig. 4). This element also occurs
in typologically later rings from subgroups 3G-3]J, and
incidentally in subgroup 3E. The second of the discussed
artefacts features decoration of type 21A (single circular
motifs on both sides of the head, in its upper part) typi-
cal of subgroup 3B and also known from subgroup 3C.

Subgroup 3E comprises spiral finger rings with three
ribbons soldered together, which in most cases have ridg-
es of trapezium section (type 9B), flat edges, and termi-
nals in the form of zoomorphic heads of type 13C. Ad-
ditionally, the ribbons have a single transversal rib above
the head (type 19A) (Fig. 22:6-10). The only exception in
this respect is the finger ring from Rennovsholms Mose
(northern Jutland), distinguished by a triangle-sectioned
ridge and two transversal ribs above the head. With these
elements this ring refers to rings classed within subgroups
3A and 3B (Fig. 22:6). The ring in question and another
one from subgroup 3E have additional small plates sol-
dered between the hoops, which finds analogies in evo-
lutionarily later subgroups 3H-3K (Fig. 22:6.9).

Rings of subgroup 3E differ among themselves in the
manner in which the eyes are marked on the zoomor-

phic terminals. There are examples with eyes of type 20C,
and eyes of type 20B appear for the first time in this sub-
group, while some rings do not have the eyes marked at
all. The ribbons have edges decorated either with an in-
cised line or with a stamped imitation of filigree. Some
ribbons are decorated along the ridge with a single nar-
row band of type 52 motif. This element finds analogies
in subgroup 3C and, except for but one case, it does not
appear in later subgroups. Decoration of type 21A, typi-
cal of subgroup 3B and also represented in subgroups
3C and 3D, does not appear in subgroup 3E nor in later
subgroups 3F-3K.

The appearance of subgroups 3F and 3G marks a sig-
nificant innovation in the manner of manufacture of fin-
ger rings: they are no longer spiral, instead being made
from three separate rings soldered together (Fig. 23:1-6).
Their front parts are shaped the same as ribbons in spiral
rings, while the back parts are made from wire and con-
verge to form one hoop (type 1B). The flat edges of the
ribbons are adorned with convex plain bands alternating
with diagonally notched bands, sometimes composed in
motifs resembling a braided wire (type 26A). Nearly all
rings belonging to subgroup 3G have zoomorphic heads
with eyes of type 20C. Only the ring from grave 1/1978
from Himlingoje (Zealand), has zoomorphic heads with
eyes of type 20B (Fig. 23:1).

Subsequent subgroups include both spiral rings and
those made from three rings soldered together. Apart
from common elements in decoration of ribbons and
a similar form of zoomorphic heads, they all have quad-
rangular plates placed between the hoops (Fig. 24). Sub-
group 3H comprises spiral rings with zoomorphic heads
having eyes of type 20C (Fig. 24:4.5); subgroup 3I com-
prises finger rings made from three soldered rings, whose
zoomorphic terminals have eyes of type 20B (Fig. 24:6.7);
subgroup 3] comprises both spiral and soldered finger
rings, in which zoomorphic terminals have eyes of type
20C and the flat plates are decorated with bands of fili-
gree (Fig. 24:1-3); and subgroup 3K comprises spiral and
soldered finger rings whose heads have eyes of type 20B
(Fig. 24:8-10). In this last subgroup, finger rings made
from three rings soldered together feature some new el-
ements: only the outer two segments are full hoops and
they are merged at the back with a quadrangular plate,
while the central segment is reduced to a ribbon termi-
nating in zoomorphic heads whose ends are soldered to
the quadrangular plate. This solution is further devel-
oped in a ring from Herslev (Zealand), where two such
reduced elements occur between full hoops.

In light of the dating of closed assemblages, the chrono-
logical frameworks of subgroups with zoomorphic heads
of type 13C span phases C2 and C3. However, it needs
to be emphasised that this kind of data is unavailable for
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Fig. 22. Gold rings of sub-groups 3C (1-3), 3D (4, 5), and 3E (6-10): 1 - Vedskeglle (Zealand); 2 - Magleby (Zealand);

3-Naustdal (Sogn og Fjordane); 4 - Himlingoje, 1828 (Zealand); 5- Rodvig (Zealand); 6 - Rennovsholm, bog (Jutland);
7-Skibbinge (Zealand); 8 -Pedersker (Smélyngen) (Bornholm); 9 - Klastrup, bog (Jutland); 10 - Marienborg (Zealand).
Photo: M.]J. Przybyta (1, 4-10; NMK coll.), Universitetetsmuseet i Bergen (3). After: S. MULLER 1880 (2), B. MaGNus 2002 (3).

Ryc. 22. Zlote obrecze podgrup 3C (1-3), 3D (4, 5) i 3E (6-10): 1 - Vedskelle (Zelandia); 2 - Magleby (Zelandia);

3-Naustdal (SognogFjordane); 4 - Himlingoje, 1828 (Zelandia); 5- Redvig (Zelandia); 6 - Ronnovsholm, bagno (Jutlandia);
7-Skibbinge (Zelandia); 8 - Pedersker (Smalyngen) (Bornholm); 9 - Klestrup, bagno (Jutlandia); 10 - Marienborg (Zelandia).
Fot.: M.J. Przybyta (1, 4-10; zbiory NMK), Universitetetsmuseet i Bergen (3). Wg: S. MULLER 1880 (2), B. MagNus 2002 (3).
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both the earliest subgroups 3C (appearing in generation
4) and 3D (appearing in generation 6) and typologically
the latest subgroups 31 and 3] (cf. Fig. 5, 7). Nevertheless,
subgroup 3E, which appears parallel with 3D, includes
one confidently dated grave assemblage, which links
with phase C2 (cf. Fig. 5). The same dating can be ap-
plied to grave 1/1978 from Himlinggje (Zealand), which
contained a ring of subgroup 3E. Subgroup 3G includes
specimens dated to phase C2 (Greve and Breondsager,
grave 2000, both Zealand), as well as some belonging to
stage C3a (Varpelev, grave o, Zealand). As for subgroup
3H, which later develops into subgroups 3I and 3], only
one dated grave assemblage can be mentioned, namely
a burial from Eftelot (kyrkan), Buskerud, belonging to
phase C2. Subgroup 3K seems to have a late chrono-
logical position, the earliest example being the finger
ring from grave 1 at Baunegard on Bornholm, attribut-
able to stage C2b. The finger ring from Baekkegérd, also
on Bornholm, can probably be linked with phase C3. It
may have been part of a deposit, along with a bracelet
of type RH300"'. The decoration covering the plate join-
ing the bottom parts of hoops in the finger ring from
Baekkegard, also recorded on the analogically built fin-
ger ring from Herslev (Zealand) raises associations with
a developed form of stamped decoration, sometimes
described as the Sosdala style (Fig. 24:9.10). This element
may additionally corroborate the late chronological po-
sition of these two artefacts.

3.3.3. Subgroups 3L and 3M

As mentioned, subgroups 3L and 3M belong to a large
branch which branches out in generation 4 (parallel
with the branch where subgroups 3D-3K belong). Fin-

*' O. KLINDT-JENSEN 1957, 156, 161, fig. 137.
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ger rings classed within these two subgroups represent
type B.18 or can be seen as its variants. In generation 5,
the branch in question splits into subgroup 3L, which
develops until generation 7, and subgroup 3M, which
develops until generation 13 (cf. Fig. 6, 7).

All 3L and 3M finger rings consist of a flat, ribbon-like
hoop which in the front part broadens into a large quad-
rilateral plate. The plate is decorated with plain, convex
ridges separated with equally wide bands of stamped or-
namentation. In two cases the hoop is not soldered per-
manently in the bottom part and is adjustable (a 3L fin-
ger ring from Horsetofte, Zealand and a 3M finger ring
from Oxvang By in southern Jutland - Fig. 23:9, 25:15).

Subgroup 3L comprises three finger rings whose deco-
ration refers to that known from ribbons of finger rings
belonging to subgroups 3C-3K (Fig. 23:7-9). This simi-
larity lies in the zoomorphic heads of type 13C crown-
ing the ribbons, and in the absence (as was also the case
with some 3C specimens) of any transversal ribs above
the head (type 19C). All three rings additionally feature
groups of stamped motifs at the bases of the ribbons.
Both the placing of this ornamentation and the motifs
used find analogies in subgroup 3M as well.

Subgroup 3M is internally diversified above all in terms
of proportions of the plate, a factor not included in the
presented analysis. Differences can also be observed with
respect to the stamps used for adorning the space be-
tween the ribs and the plate bases (Fig. 25). A few excep-
tions aside, the set of motifs occurring in this subgroup
is relatively homogenous, although the motifs can occur
in different combinations (cf. Appendix 2).

All three specimens assigned to subgroup 3L come
from grave assemblages, of which two - the grave from
Horsetofte (Zealand) and grave 2 from Bringsveer, Aust-
Agder - can be dated to phase C2, and the third one, the

<
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Fig. 23. Gold rings of sub-groups 3F (1), 3G (2-6), and 3L (7-9): 1 - Himlingoje, grave 1/1978 (Zealand); 2 - Greve (Zealand);
3-Qrum (Jutland); 4 - Varpelev, grave a (Zealand); 5 - Kalby (Zealand); 6 - Brondsager, grave 2000 (Zealand); 7 - Sendre
Kjorstad (Oppland); 8 -Bringsveer, grave 2 (Aust-Agder); 9 - Horsetofte (Zealand). Photo: M.J. Przybyta (1-5, 9; NMK coll.),
Universitetetsmuseet i Bergen (7, 8). After: D.L. MAHLER 2005 (6), E. STRAUME 1998 (7), G. AAMUNDSEN 1876 (8).

Ryc. 23. Zlote obrecze podgrup 3F (1), 3G (2-6) i 3L (7-9): 1 -Himlingoje, grob 1/1978 (Zelandia); 2 - Greve (Zelandia);
3-@rum (Jutlandia); 4 - Varpelev, gréb a (Zelandia); 5 - Kalby (Zelandia); 6 - Breondsager, grob 2000 (Zelandia); 7 - Sondre
Kjorstad (Oplandia); 8 -Bringsvar, grob 2 (Aust-Agder); 9 - Horsetofte (Zelandia). Fot.: M.J. Przybyla (1-5, 9; zbiory NMK),
Universitetetsmuseet i Bergen (7, 8). Wg: D.L. MAHLER 2005 (6), E. STRAUME 1998 (7), G. AAMUNDSEN 1876 (8).
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Fig. 24. Gold rings of sub-groups 3H (4, 5), 31 (6, 7), 3] (1-3), and 3K (8-10): 1 - Ekeryd (Sméland); 2 - Kolste (Rogaland); 3 - Hidljom
(Medelpad); 4 - Ramsgarden (Vistergotland); 5 - Eftelot (kyrkan) (Buskerud); 6 - Verlose (kirke) (Zealand); 7- Hangsdala
(Vastergotland); 8 - Baunegard, grave 11 (Bornholm); 9 - Bekkegérd (Bornholm); 10 - Herslev (Zealand). Photo: SHM (1, 3, 4, 7),
M.J. Przybyla (6, 8-10; NMK coll.), Universitetetsmuseet i Bergen (2), Kulturhistorisk museum, Oslo (5). After: O. RvGH 1885 (5).

Ryc. 24. Zlote obrecze podgrup 3H (4, 5), 31 (6, 7), 3] (1-3) i 3K (8-10): 1 - Ekeryd (Smalandia); 2 - Kolste (Rogaland); 3 - Hdljom
(Medelpad); 4 -Ramsgarden (Vastergotland); 5 - Eftelot (kyrkan) (Buskerud); 6 - Veerlose (kirke) (Zelandia); 7- Hangsdala
(Vistergotland); 8 - Baunegard, gréb 11 (Bornholm); 9 - Baekkegéard (Bornholm); 10 - Herslev (Zelandia). Fot.: SHM (1, 3, 4, 7),
M.J. Przybyta (6, 8-10; zbiory NMK), Universitetetsmuseet i Bergen (2), Kulturhistorisk museum, Oslo (5). Wg: O. RyGH 1885 (5).
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grave from Sendre Kjorstad, Oppland, to stage C2b (cf.
Fig. 5, 7).

Some finger rings of subgroup 3M originate from grave
assemblages that can only broadly be dated within phases
C1b-C2 (cf. Fig. 5, 7). These are graves from Oxvang By
in southern Jutland, Thélsted in north-western Germany,
and Fredse in northern Jutland. Another group are fin-
ger rings found in grave assemblages dated to phase C2.
These include graves from Avaldsnes in Rogaland, Hove
in Rogaland, Indbjoa in Hordaland, Hasseris in north-
ern Jutland, grave 1, and Himlinggje in Zealand, grave
1/1878. The finger ring from the mentioned grave from
Sendre Kjorstad, found alongside a 3L finger ring, can
be assigned to phase C2.

3.4. DISTRIBUTION OF RINGS OF GROUPS 1, 2, AND 3
IN BARBARICUM

Plotting the results of the above interpretation of the phyl-
ogenetic analysis on a map reveals regional differentiation
of the rings under discussion. This has already been sug-
gested in general terms by earlier studies. However, thanks
to the approach used in this study (with snake ornaments
analysed jointly irrespective of their identification as fin-
ger rings, bracelets, or neck-rings) and the application of
the phylogenetic method, the maps presented here high-
light some new aspects in this respect. One could say that
subsequent maps present the distribution of rings classed
as types Hildebrand A and B along with that of finger rings
traditionally defined as type B.39a (Fig. 28), rings of types
B/C and C along with finger rings of type B.40 and some
specimens of B.39a (Fig. 29), finger rings of types B.39a—
c along with bracelets defined as types Hildebrand B or C
(Fig. 30), and finger rings B.18 along with those represent-
ing mixed forms of B.18 and B.39¢ (Fig. 31). In this con-
text it is worth emphasising once again the arbitrary na-
ture of boundaries between particular types as defined in
previous classifications, and the resulting problems with
attribution of less standard specimens. In this respect, an
approach recognising the polythetic nature of the set of
attributes describing individual rings seems more open

<

and makes it possible to avoid setting strict boundaries at
the stage of the data ordering, which would pre-determine
the direction of further interpretations.

The maps presented here illustrate the interpretation
of the phylogenetic diagram adopted in this study, which
means they show the division of the analysed collection
of artefacts into three groups and further subgroups
within them. As regards groups 2 and 3, the picture has
been generalised to some extent based on the sequence
of appearance and disappearance of certain more dis-
tinctive traits (Fig. 26, 27). At the same time, the statis-
tically closest distances between particular specimens
(as emerging from the diagram) are marked with lines.
The sizes of the points on the maps reflect differences
in artefact sizes (large point — bracelet/neck-ring, small
point — finger ring).

Rings of group 1 are few and dispersed (Fig. 28). Sta-
tistical distances between the closest specimens are rel-
atively large, especially when compared to analogical
data for groups 2 and 3. The smallest distances fluctu-
ate around 0.07-0.08, with the rest falling between 0.10
and 0.17. Rings from subgroup 1A, which include finger
rings having many traits in common with slightly earli-
er finger rings of B.41 type characteristic of Jutland, are
known from north-eastern Zealand and Oland. Those of
subgroup 1B, which include both larger rings and finger
rings, occur in Zealand, Gotland, and in areas close to the
southern Baltic coast: in Rugia, the lower Vistula basin,
and the Podlasie region. Rings of subgroup 1C, exclusive-
ly bracelets and neck-rings, are known from Oland and
south-western Finland. As mentioned, the chronology
of group 1 rings in grave assemblages spans stage C1b,
while those known from deposits can only more broadly
be dated within phases C1b-C2.

With respect to group 2, orange signs mark rings from
subgroups 2A-2C and red signs mark those belong-
ing to subgroups 2G-2J. The former are rings develop-
ing from generation 2 to generation 8, and the later are
rings developing in generations 9-14 (Fig. 29). Rings
classed as 2A-2C occur in stage C1b and phase C2. As

<

Fig. 25. Gold rings of sub-group 3M: 1 - Christianse; 2 - Glimsta, Vistigarden (Hilsingland); 3 - Homnes (Nord-Trondelag);
4-Hove (Rogaland); 5- Galtrupgard (Jutland); 6 - Avaldsnes (Rogaland); 7 - Ismus (Gotland); 8 - Hasseris, grave 1 (Jutland);
9-Himlingoje, grave 1/1878 (Zealand); 10 - Harplinge parish (Halland); 11 -Indbjoa (Hordaland); 12 -Sendre Kjorstad
(Oppland); 13 - Tholstedt (north-western Germany); 14 - Grumlose (Zealand); 15 - Oxvang (Jutland); 16 - Stora Bratton
(Bohuslén); 17 - Stokkerhoved (Jutland); 18 - Fredso (Jutland). Photo: M.J. Przybyla (1, 5, 9, 14, 15, 17, 18; NMK coll.),

SHM (2, 7, 10, 16), Kulturhistorisk museum, Oslo (4, 12), Universitetetsmuseet i Bergen (6), M.J. Przybyta (8; Nordjyske Museer — Aalborg
Historiske Museum coll.). After: L. MARSTRANDER 1983 (3), H. SCHETELIG 1912 (11), E. STRAUME 1998 (12), G. WEGNER 1990 (13).

Ryc. 25. Zlote obrecze podgrupy 3M: 1 - Christianse; 2 - Glimsta, Vistigarden (Hélsingland); 3 - Homnes (Nord-Trondelag);
4-Hove (Rogaland); 5- Galtrupgard (Jutlandia); 6 - Avaldsnes (Rogaland); 7 - Ismus (Gotlandia); 8 - Hasseris, grob 1
(Jutlandia); 9- Himlingeje, grob 1/1878 (Zelandia); 10 — par. Harplinge (Halland); 11 -Indbjoa (Hordaland); 12 - Sendre
Kjorstad (Oplandia); 13- Tholstedt (pin.-zach. Niemcy); 14 - Grumlese (Zelandia); 15 - Oxvang (Jutlandia); 16 - Stora
Bratton (Bohusldn); 17 - Stokkerhoved (Jutlandia); 18 - Fredse (Jutlandia). Fot.: M.J. Przybyla (1, 5, 9, 14, 15, 17, 18; zbiory NMK),
SHM (2, 7, 10, 16), Kulturhistorisk museum, Oslo (4, 12), Universitetetsmuseet i Bergen (6), M.]. Przybyla (8; zbiory Nordjyske Museer —
Aalborg Historiske Museum). Wg: L. MARSTRANDER 1983 (3), H. SCHETELIG 1912 (11), E. STRAUME 1998 (12), G. WEGNER 1990 (13).
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Subgroup 1A 1B 1C 2A 2B 2C 2D 2E 2F 2G 2H 21 2) 2K 2L 2m
Numer of spec. 2 5 3 3 4 4 3 3 5 3 6 5 6 5 7 6
Generations 2 2-4 5-6 2-4 6-8 7-8 10-11 11-12 11-13 9-10 9-12 10-12 10-14 14-17 18-20 18-21
Dating Clb Clb |Cib-C2§ Cib — (@] — — |Clb-C2a§ C1b-C2 (@] (@] (@] (@] (@) C2-C3b

Number of ribbons: 2A

Ribbon edge: 88

Terminals without a knob: 18E

Eyes: 20D

Form of the head: 13D

Zoomorphic head: 13A-B, D

Ribbon ridge: 9C

Transition between the ribbon and its terminal: 6A

Number of ribbons: 2B

Undecorated ridge: 10C

Decoration of the rib: 108

Eyes: 20B

Decoration along the axis of the head: 14A

Nostrils marked: 22A

Decoration of ribbons: 25A

Eyes: 20A

Decoration of ribbons: stamp 43

Form of the head: 13A

Knob: 18A

Wide, flat ribbon edge: 8A

Decoration of the ridge: 10A

Eyes: 20C

Ribbon ridge: 98

Decoration of ribbon edges: 23A

Ribbon ridge: 9A

Conical, schematized head: 13E

Type of ribs on the conical terminal: 17A

Transition between the ribbon and its terminal: 6B

Length of the conical element: 15A

Knob: 18C

Length of the conical element: 158

Number of ribbons: 2C

Type of ribs on the conical terminal: 178

Eyes: 20E

Form of the head: 13B

Length of the conical element: 15C

Knob: 18D

Type of ribs on the conical terminal: 17C

Knob: 188

Decoration of the ribbon's side edges: 7A

Decoration along the ridge: stamp 50

Length of the conical element: 15D

Triangular facets: 11A

Fig. 26. Main traits recorded in gold rings of groups 1 and 2.
Ryc. 26. Podstawowe cechy zlotych obreczy grup 11 2.
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for rings 2G-2J, the better-dated grave assemblages al-
low them to be placed in phase C2, although some of the
rings have broader chronological frameworks spanning
phases C1b-C2, meaning their occurrence in stage C1b
cannot be ruled out.

Green signs mark rings from subgroups 2D-2F, i.e.
rings with zoomorphic terminals which start to devel-
op in generation 10 and disappear in generation 13 at
the latest. Their occurrence can be placed within phases
C1b-C2 and perhaps phase C3 as well. Yellow signs mark
rings belonging to subgroups 2K-2M, developing from
generations 15 to 21. Their chronology can be closed
within phases C2-C3.

The distances between the closest specimens in sub-
groups 2A-2C and 2G-2] are relatively small, on aver-

age between 0.01-0.05 and less often 0.06-0.08. Only
incidentally do the values reach 0.12-0.13. Rings from
these subgroups are most common in Gotland, Oland
and the coast of nearby Smaland, and in Uppland. The
remaining examples are single finds from south-west-
ern Finland, Bornholm, south-western Scania, eastern
Zealand, Bohusldn, Buskerud, Aust-Agder, northern
and central Jutland, north-eastern Funen, Central Ger-
many, and Podlasie.

Among rings from subgroups 2D-2F, the distances be-
tween the closest specimens are much larger than in sub-
groups 2A-2C and 2G-2J, and range from 0.09 to 0.14.
The rings from Thorsberg bog are an exception here,
with a distance of only 0.01. Rings 2D-2F are known
from Uppland and Nérke, Gotland, Oland, eastern Zea-

Subgroup 3A 3B 3C 3D 3E 3F 3G 3H 31 3) 3K 3L 3m
Numer of spec. 7 10 3 2 5 1 5 2 2 3 3 3 18
Generations 3-6 7-1 4-5 6 6-10 n 13 14 17 17 14-15 67 6-13
Dating | C1b-C2a Q — — (@] (@] C2b-C3 (@] — — C2b-C3 (@] (C1b-)C2

Eyes: 20A

Form of the head: 13B

Ribbon ridge: 9A

Number of ribbons: 28

Beaded decoration of the hoop: 5A

Decoration along ribbon edges: 23A

Shape of the ring's bottom part: 1A

Number of ribbons: 2C

Ribs above the head: 19A

Decoration of ribbons: stamp 54

Nostrils: 22A

Circles at the sides of the head: 21A

Ribs above the head: 198

Eyes not marked: 20F

Upper part formed into a plate: 3A

Form of the head: 13C

Decoration of the hoop: 58

Eyes: 20E

Ribbon ridge: 9B

Eyes: 20C

Eyes: 20B

Form of the lower part of the hoop: 4A

Shape of the ring's bottom part: 1B

Convex bands separating herringbone strips: 26A

Shape of the ring's bottom part: 1C

Number of ribbons: 2D

Shape of the ring's bottom part: 1D

Upper part cast as a monolith plate: 2E

Fig. 27. Main traits recorded in rings of group 3.

40  Ryc. 27. Podstawowe cechy zlotych obreczy grupy 3.
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Fig. 28. Distribution of rings of group 1 (lines show the connection of each specimen to its statistically most similar counterparts;

numbers displayed on the lines mark statistical distance).

Ryc. 28. Rozprzestrzenienie obreczy grupy 1 (linie pokazuja zwigzki poszczegdlnych egzemplarzy z ich statystycznie najblizszymi
odpowiednikami; liczby na liniach odpowiadaja statystycznej odlegtoéci pomiedzy tymi egzemplarzami).
1-Kirkebakkegard; 2-Valleby; 3- Altefar-Grahlhof; 4-Komorowo; 5-Pilipki; 6 -Nésby; 7- Osby;

8-Norra Néisby; 9-Burs; 10-Nousiainen.

land, south-eastern Funen, the Thorsberg bog deposit,
and Bohuslan.

The distances between the closest specimens in sub-
groups 2K-2M average between 0.05 and 0.07, although
values like 0.02 or within the range of 0.9-0.11 have
also been recorded. These rings are relatively common
in Gotland and Oland, being also represented in Vist-
manland, south-western Finland, eastern Scania, eastern
Zealand, Rogaland, and Lower Lusatia.

The distribution of rings assigned to group 3 is shown
in Fig. 30 using five different signs, representing sub-
groups 3A-3B, 3C-3D, 3E-3K, 3L, and 3M, respective-
ly (cf. Fig. 27). The map only shows the links between
the closest specimens for subgroups 3A-3B, 3C-3D, and
3E-3K, while for subgroups 3L and 3M this aspect is il-
lustrated separately in Fig. 31. Rings of group 3 are pri-
marily finger rings, the only larger artefacts being a pair
of bracelets from grave 2/1949 in Himlinggje in Zealand,
assigned to subgroup 3B.

The distances are very small in subgroups 3A-3B, usu-
ally within 0-0.02 and less often 0.04-0.07. These rings
are widespread in central and south-eastern Zealand,
with single finds known from northern Jutland, south-
ern Funen, Vastmanland, Hordaland, the Thorsberg bog
deposit, and Central Germany. Their development spans
generations 3-11, and in grave assemblages they occur
in stage C1b and in particular phase C2.

The same chronological frameworks can probably
be applied to rings from subgroups 3C-3D, although
this conclusion is only based on the phylogenetic se-
quence in which their development falls within genera-
tions 4-6. The distances between the closest specimens
in subgroups 3C and 3D are much larger than in sub-
groups 3A and 3B, with the lowest values of 0.06-0.07
and the highest of 0.11-0.13. The majority of the finds
come from eastern Zealand, from the Stevns Peninsula
near the Bay of Koge, with only one specimen known
from Sogn og Fjordane.
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Fig. 29. Distribution of rings of group 2. Lines show the connection of each specimen to its statistically most similar (thick line) or second
most similar (thin line; only selected items are marked) counterparts; numbers displayed on the lines mark statistical distance.

Ryc. 29. Rozprzestrzenienie obreczy grupy 2. Linie pokazujg zwigzki poszczegdlnych egzemplarzy z ich statystycznie najblizszymi (grubsza)

lub drugimi najblizszymi (cienka; zaznaczone wybrane egz.) odpowiednikami; liczby na liniach odpowiadaja statystycznej odlegtosci

pomiedzy tymi egzemplarzami.

1-Bakkegard; 2-Selvejergard (Hojlyngen); 3 - Naffentorp; 4 - Eskilstorp; 5-Hoviksnds; 6 -Stockebdck;
7-Krakelund; 8-Ragnabo; 9-Grisbéack; 10-Solhems Mellan; 11 -Luggavi; 12-Langtora parish/par,;

13,14 - Tuna, deposit/depozyt; 15-17 - Tuna, grave/grob; 18 - Godéaker, grave/grob VIIL; 19 - Langalma; 20-22 - Vistra
Rickeby; 23-Kvinnsgrota; 24 - Kleva; 25-30 -Skedemosse; 31 -Hulterstad; 32 -Bredinge; 33 - Ryd, grave/
gréb 73;34 - Skedstad; 35,36 - Oland; 37 - Kristinelund; 38 - Asarve; 39-Troma; 40 - Virnhem; 41 - Dalbo,
Angsakern; 42 - Mannegdrda; 43 - Vestringe; 44,45 - Lilla Ryftes, Vitaker; 46 - Gute; 47 - Rings; 48 - Varpeley,
grave/grob A; 49 - Gunnerupgard, grave/grob 1;50 - Himlingoje, grave/grob 3/1977;51 - Himlingoje, grave/grob 1/1894;
52-Mollegardsmarken; 53 -Sappesborg; 54-Fyns Hoved; 55-Hingeballe; 56 -Liene Skov; 57-Donbak,
grave/grob 60; 58 - Loddesol; 59 -Hove; 60 -Lagmandsgdarden; 61 -Indbjoa; 62,63 - Veien; 64 -Isokyld-Ketohaka,
grave/gréb 2; 65 - Isokyla-Katajamaki, grave/grob I; 66,67 - Nousiainen (parish/par.); 68 - fmr./dawn. Abo lédn;

69,70 -Thorsberg bog/bagno; 71 -Emersleben, grave/grob 2;72 - Flurstedt; 73 - Cottbus; 74 - Szpaki.

With respect to rings included in subgroups 3E-3K,
the distances between the closest specimens are very
small and usually fall within the range of 0-0.03. High-
er values, like 0.06 or 0.13, have only been recorded in
single cases. Rings of these subgroups are known from
eastern Zealand, Bornholm, and northern Jutland. They
also occur in Vistergotland and Sméland, with single

examples represented in Medelpad, Buskerud, and Ro-
galand as well. They develop in generations 6-17, and
occur in the context of grave assemblages from phases
C2 and C3.

The distances among the three finger rings classed
as subgroup 3L range from 0.03 to 0.05 (Fig. 31). These
ornaments come from central Zealand, Aust-Agder, and
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Fig. 30. Distribution of rings of subgroups 3A-3K (lines show the connection of each specimen to its statistically most similar counterparts;
numbers displayed on the lines mark statistical distance); (site list see Fig. 31).

Ryc. 30. Rozprzestrzenienie obreczy podgrup 3A-3K (linie pokazujg zwiazki poszczegdlnych egzemplarzy z ich statystycznie najblizszymi
odpowiednikami; liczby na liniach odpowiadaja statystycznej odlegtosci pomiedzy tymi egzemplarzami); (lista stan. — zob. Ryc. 31).

Oppland. They appear in generation 6 and occur in grave
assemblages dated to phase C2.

The distances between the closest specimens in sub-
group 3M fluctuate from 0 to 0.03, with larger values

of 0.05 and 0.11 recorded in single cases. Finger rings
classed as 3M occur in larger numbers in Jutland, Roga-
land, and Hordaland, with dispersed finds also known
from eastern and southern Zealand, Oppland, Nord-
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Fig. 31. Distribution of rings of subgroups 3L and 3M (lines show the connection of each specimen to its statistically most similar
counterparts; numbers displayed on the lines mark statistical distance).

Ryc. 31. Rozprzestrzenienie obreczy podgrup 3L i 3M (linie pokazuja zwiazki poszczegélnych egzemplarzy z ich statystycznie najblizszymi
odpowiednikami; liczby na liniach odpowiadaja statystycznej odlegtosci pomiedzy tymi egzemplarzami).

1-Vedskolle; 2-Magleby; 3-Rodvig; 4-7-Himlingoje, grave/grob 2/1949; 8 - Himlingoje, grave/grob 1/1949;
9-Himlingoje, 1828;10-Himlingoje, grave/grob 1/1878;11 - Himlingeje, grave/gréb 1/1978;12 - Marienborg;

13 -Kalby; 14 - Stenlille; 15-Kongsted; 16 - Herslev; 17-Nordrup, grave/gréb A; 18 -Horsetofte; 19 - Verlose
(kirke); 20 - Brondsager, grave/grob 2000; 21 - Greve; 22,23 - Skibbinge; 24 - Grumlese; 25 - Skovgarde, grave/

grob 209; 26 - Skovgarde, grave/gréb 400; 27 - Varpelev, grave/grob a; 28 - Stokkerhoved; 29 - Oxvang; 30 - Ravnkilde
(Preestegdrdsmark); 31 - Hasseris, grave/grob 1;32 - Fredse; 33 - Galtrupgard; 34 - @rum; 35 - Klastrup, bog/bagno;

36 -Roennovsholms, bog/bagno; 37 - Christianse; 38 -Bakkegard; 39-Baunegérd, grave/grob 11;40 - Pedersker
(Smalyngen); 41 - Harplinge parish/par; 42 - Stora Bratton; 43 - Alingsés; 44 - Ekeryd; 45-Hangsdala;

46 -Ramsgarden; 47 - Tuna, grave/grob; 48 - Glimsta (Vastigdrden); 49 - Hdljom; 50 - Ismus; 51 - Bringsver,
grave/grob 2; 52 - Hove; 53 - Eftelot (kyrkan); 54 - Kolstg; 55 - Avaldsnes; 56 -Indbjoa; 57 - Nes; 58 - Naustdal;
59,60 -Seondre Kjorstad; 61-Homnes; 62-Tholstedt; 63-Helmsdorf; 64-Thorsberg bog/bagno; 65-Lydinge.



Trendelag, Bohusldn, Halland, Christianse, Gotland,
Hilsingland, and Lower Saxony. They commonly occur
in the context of assemblages having broader chrono-
logical frameworks, spanning phases C1b-C2, although
examples from assemblages more narrowly dated to
phase C2 and - in one case - to phases C2b-C3a, are
also known. Thus, the finger rings in question should
perhaps be placed in phase C2 and maybe C3a as well.

The closest links between particular rings cannot be
given any unambiguous interpretation. The phylogenetic
analysis as it is used in biology assumes the existence of
a common “ancestor”. In the world of ideas which trans-
late into objects of material culture this assumption can
to certain degree be adopted as well. However, a single
idea can be borrowed by several different people and
expressed in objects created by different producers rep-
resenting different cultural milieus. In the tree analysed
here, this could perhaps be reflected by situations when
distances between the closest specimens within groups
and subgroups are relatively large, as among the rings of
group 1 or subgroups 2D-2F. However, these situations
can possibly be given a different interpretation as well,
namely that the specimens included into these subgroups
were created ad hoc, relatively long one after another,
but by a single craftsman. The relatively large diversity
of group 1 may also be explained in terms of an initial
phase of a certain idea, before it found more formalised,
standardised expression in the context of gold snake or-
naments. In situations where the statistical affinity be-
tween the rings is large, one might assume that they were
created by a single craftsman as a series. It is worth not-
ing here that despite a relatively large overall similarity
within particular groups, the statistical result of the phy-
logenetic analysis may be affected by the occurrence of
additional decorative elements (more lavish decoration)
on a given specimen, placing it at a slightly greater dis-
tance from other, at first glance similar, artefacts.

The bulk of the rings classed as group 1 are known
from Scandinavia, with only three examples south of the
Baltic coast, originating from different cultural milieus
(Elbe Germanic cultural circle, Wielbark Culture). There-
fore, the genesis of these rings should likely be sought in
southern Scandinavia, probably on the large islands of
the Central Baltic zone, Gotland and Oland. Such an as-
sumption is supported by the central position of these
islands in the network of contacts that emerges from the
closest distance analysis within group 1.

Distances between the closest specimens are miniscule
in many subgroups of groups 2 and 3. In subgroups 2A-
2C, 2G-2],3A-3B, 3E-3K, 3L, and 3M, where the values
range between 0 and 0.05, one can with some likelihood
assume that the rings were produced by one craftsman
and over a relatively short time. Artefacts separated by
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distances ranging from 0.06 to 0.08 can perhaps also be
interpreted as created by the same craftsmen, some time
after making previous objects of that type, or as created
by a craftsman from a new generation, who had contact
with the products of his predecessor (one might possibly
consider knowhow transfer of a master-apprentice kind).

Of course, the time of an artefact’s production as sug-
gested by the succession of branches in the phylogenetic
tree needs not be tantamount to the time when the rings
in question were used for gift-giving and forging of politi-
cal alliances. This is affected by the moment when a given
artefact was first included in such a cultural circulation
and by the time for which it remained in use (lifetime
of an individual; transfer to an heir). The time when the
rings were buried, either as elements of grave assemblag-
es or deposits (be it in dry or wet environment), is rarely
identical with the time of their production and perhaps
also rarely approaches the time of their introduction into
circulation. For rings known from grave assemblages,
which are relatively the easiest for us to date, we should
therefore consider the age at which the deceased received
the ring, and the duration of their life afterwards. This
is information that cannot be precisely calculated. As
a result, all attempts at reconstruction of such political
connections are by their nature very general and operate
on data which are chronologically flattened.

3.5. BRONZE AND SILVER RINGS REFERRING TO

TYPE HILDEBRAND C AND TYPE B.40

Apart from gold snake rings of the Scandinavian type,
simpler forms of such artefacts were made from bronze
and silver as well. This applies to bracelets, neck-rings,
and finger rings alike. They are known on one hand from
Oland and Gotland and, as single finds, from Funen and
Halsingland, and on the other hand from south-western
Finland, Estonia, Latvia, western Lithuania, the Sambia
Peninsula, and Masuria (Fig. 32-34). Fig. 35 presents
information concerning the context and chronology
of silver and bronze rings from Gotland, Oland, north-
ern Sweden, and Funen. Rings discovered in grave as-
semblages make it possible to conclude that the period
of occurrence of the discussed category of ornaments
occurs in phases C1b-D (as understood in Scandina-
via). The chronological position of rings from Estonia
and Finland is much more difficult to determine, since
those known from sepulchral contexts usually originate
from multiple burials of the tarand type. This issue was
addressed by Dieter Quast who, based on Scandinavian
analogies, dated Estonian silver and bronze rings of type
Hildebrand C to phases C1b—C2, and bronze finger rings
of type B.40 to the Migration Period”. The chronology

“D. QuasT 2005, 256-257.
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Fig. 32. Distribution of silver (a) and bronze (b) bracelets and necklaces of type Hildebrand C and type Hackman D (c), bracelets and
necklaces of type Hackman C/D (d), and of finger rings of type B.40 (e) and their derivates (f).

Ryc. 32. Rozprzestrzenienie srebrnych (a) i brazowych (b) bransolet i naszyjnikoéw typéw Hildebrand C i Hackman D (c), bransolet

i naszyjnikow typu Hackman C/D (d) oraz pierscieni typu B.40 (e) i ich pochodnych (f).

FuNeN/FIoNIA: 1 - Odense, Seden Syd (M.B. HENRIKSEN 2000, 32);

GOTLAND/GOTLANDIA: 2 - Uddvide (Barshaldershed) (K. Ay 1979); 3 - Bur ge (O. ALMGREN, B. NERMAN 1923, 74); 4 - Knuts,
grave/grob 9 (O. ALMGREN, B. NERMAN 1923, 94); 5 - Vallstenarum, grave/grob 8 (G. GUSTAFSON 1905, 18-20; O. ALMGREN,

B. NERMAN 1923, 98-99); OLaND/OLANDIA: 6 - Folkeslunda 51, grave/gréb 10 (K. Lunps, M. Rasch 1991, 300); 7 - Folkeslunda
51, grave/grob 20 (K. LunpH, M. RascH 1991, 303); 8 - Folkeslunda 14, grave/gréb 2 (M. LunpH, K. RascH 1991, 331-333);

9-Ovra Vannborga (W.ScHuLzE 1987, 132-133); 10 - Kalleguta as, grave/grob 1 (W. ScruLrze 1987, 120); 11 - Tjetthdg,
Runsberga, grave/gréb 180 (M. BEskow SJOBERG 1987, 379); 12 - Rorasen, grave/grob 12 (K. HOLGERssON, H. ScHULZE 2001, 116-117);
13 -Roérasen, grave/grob 23 (K. HOLGERSSON, H. ScHULZE 2001, 119); 14 - Nyby, grave/grob 14 (K. HOLGERsSON, H. ScHULZE 2001,
125); 15 - Nyby, grave/grob 15 (K. HOLGERSSON, H. SCHULZE 2001, 126); 16 - Vi alvar, grave/grob 89 (K. HOLGERSSON, H. SCHULZE
2001, 129); 17 - Vi alvar, grave/grob 127 (K. HoLGERssoN, H. SCHULZE 2001, 130); MAINLAND SWEDEN/SZWECJA KONTYNENTALNA:

18 - Storkage, Visterbotten (E. HJARNE 1917a, 147);

FINLAND/FINLANDIA: 19 - Lupaja (A. HACKMAN 1905, 30-31, fig. 24-26); 20 - Palokyld (A. HACKMAN 1905, 42); 21 - Perkio,
grave/grob 151 (A. HACKMAN 1905, 83); 22 - Ekeberga (D. Quast 2004, 257);

EstoNia/EsTONIA (after/wg D. QUAST 2004, 257): 23,24 - Jabara, graves/groby E, C; 25 - Lagedi; 26 - Moigu-Peetri; 27 - Piilsi,
Ida-Viruma; 28-31 - Proosa; 32,33 - Saha, grave/gréob D; 34 - Tiirsamie; 35- Verevi-Sandimardi

LaTvia/torwa: 36 - Rauna (E. HJARNE 1917b, 209); 37 - Rauna (D. Quast 2004, 254); 38 — Rauna (D. QuasT 2004, 254);
LiTHUANIA/LITWA (after/wg R. BANYTE-ROWELL 2007, 18; 2013, 170): 39 - Banduziai, grave/grob 74; 40 - Baitai, grave/grob 31;

41 -Sernai, grave/grob 67; 42-44 - Lump énai, graves/groby 2,9, 14;

Russia/Rosja (after/wg R. BANYTE-ROWELL 2007, 18; 2013, 170; 2015): 45, 46 - Bezymanka, graves/groby 31, 41; 47 - Putilovo,
grave/grob 267; 48 - fmr./dawn. Rosenau; 49-52 - Okunevo, graves/groby 16, 28, 85, 180; 53 — fmr./dawn. Greibau, grave/grob 180a;
54 -Létnoe, grave/grob 156; 55 -BolSoe Isakovo, grave/gréb 44; 56 — Sossejnoe; 57 -Zarefenskoe;

PoLAND/PoOLSKA (after/wg R. BANYTE-ROWELL 2007, 18; 2013, 170): 58-60 - Machary, graves/groby 15, 148,223;61 - Babieta;

62 -Wodlka; 63 - Gasior, grave/grob 109; 64 - Spychowko, grave/gréb 126; 65 - Kosewo; 66 - Mietkie, grave/gréb 307;

67 -Jakubowo, grave/grob 24; 68 - Dtuzec, grave/gréb 36 or/lub 96; 69 - Nikutowo, grave/grob 95; 70 - Smolanka, grave/grob 43.



of the latter category was based on analogies from Oland,
some of which, as shown in Fig. 35, can be dated broader
than to the Migration Period alone. This means that in the
case of B.40 rings from Estonia as well, one should con-
sider timeframes spanning from phase C1b until the Mi-
gration Period. Comparing the two groups of rings, from
Oland and from Estonia, it is difficult to determine on the
basis of their simple form and decoration alone whether
the latter are imports from Swedish islands or local imi-
tations of rings from that area, as assumed by Quast®.
The phylogenetic analysis of gold rings classed as
Hildebrand type C and finger rings of the B.40 type pre-

# D. QuasT 2005, 256-257.
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sented above makes it possible to better place some of the
silver and bronze specimens within the frameworks of the
relative chronology. This applies to fragments of neck-
rings/bracelets from grave D in Saha and from the grave
from Verevi-Sandimardi in Estonia* (Fig. 33:27.28). Both
these objects are decorated along the ridge with a band
of impressions made using a stamp of type 50, in the case
of the Saha artefact additionally accompanied by a stamp
of type 36 (cf. Fig. 4). The former type of decoration ap-
pears in subgroups 2J-2M, while the latter is known from
a bracelet from Cottbus belonging to subgroup 2K. As

* For references to particular silver and bronze finds see the caption

under Fig. 32.

12

Fig. 33. Bracelets and necklaces of type Hildebrand C and type Hackman D made of silver and bronze: 1 - Uddvide, Barshaldershed
(Gotland); 2 - Burge (Gotland); 3 - Storkéage, Visterbotten (Hélsingland); 4 - Odense, Seden Syd (Funen); 5 - Saha, grave/gréb D
(Estonia); 6 - Verevi-Sandimaédrdi (Estonia); 7 - Vallstenarum, grave/grob 8 (Gotland); 8 - Lupaja (Finland); 9 - Perkio,
grave/grob 151 (Finland); 10 - Palokylé (Finland); 11, 12 - Rauna (Latvia). Photo: SHM (1, 7). After: O. ALMGREN &

B. NERMAN 1923 (2), E. HJARNE 1917a (3), M.B. HENRIKSEN 2000 (4), D. Quast 2004 (5, 6, 11, 12), A. HACKMAN 1905 (8-10).

Ryc. 33. Srebrne i bragzowe bransolety i naszyjniki typéw Hildebrand C i Hackman D: 1 - Uddvide, Barshaldershed (Gotlandia);

2 -Burge (Gotlandia); 3 - Storkage, Vasterbotten (Halsingland); 4 - Odense, Seden Syd (Fionia); 5 - Saha, grave/grob D (Estonia);
6-Verevi-Sandiméardi (Estonia); 7 - Vallstenarum, grave/gréb 8 (Gotlandia); 8 - Bjerno-Lupaja (Finlandia); 9 - Perkid,
grave/grob 151 (Finlandia); 10 - Palokyla (Finland); 11,12 - Rauna (Lotwa). Fot.: SHM (1, 7). Wg: O. ALMGREN i B. NERMAN 1923 (2),
E. HJARNE 1917a (3), M.B. HENRIKSEN 2000 (4), D. Quast 2004 (5, 6, 11, 12), A. HACKMAN 1905 (8-10).
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mentioned, subgroups 2J, 2M, and 2K can be dated to
phase C2, while subgroup 2L links with phases C2-C3b
(cf. Fig. 5, 7). The mentioned finds from Estonia should
probably also be placed within phases C2-C3b. Similar
ornamental traits are also revealed by bronze rings from
grave 8 from Vallstenarum, Gotland, from Lupaja (Fin-
land) (grave of tarand type), and from Storkéage (Vister-
botten) in Halsingland (Sweden), which allows them to
be dated similarly (Fig. 33:25.29). As regards the first of
these three inventories, its chronology can be narrowed
down to phase C2, as it also contained a Baltischen Dreis-
prossenfibel brooch of Hauptmann’s series 6 (cf. Fig. 35)*.

The specimen originating from the grave in Udd-
vide, Gotland (Fig. 33:31), in which no other artefacts
were found, can be dated to phases C2-C3b based on
the following: the shape of the knob (acorn-shaped),
the length of the knob in relation to the conical terminal
(type 3C), and the decoration featuring on the conical
terminal (type 17C).

Other artefacts which in terms of proportions and
decoration of terminals refer to subgroups 2K, 2L, and
2M are a bronze neck-ring from Palokylé (Finland), and
neck-rings of types C/D from Perkid, grave 151 (Finland)
and Rauna (Ronneburg) (Estonia) (Fig. 33:30.32.33).
These neck-rings should be placed in phase D, although
the one from the barrow grave in Perki6 more likely be-
longs to the later stage within this phase or to early phase
E (as indicated, among others, by a spade-footed brooch
of type VII in Anna Bitner-Wréblewska’s classification,
a wrist-clasp of type B.1 according to John Hines", and
a pyramid sword pommel).

* G. GUSTAFSON 1905, 18; cf. T. HAUPTMANN 1998.
“© A. BITNER-WROBLEWSKA 2001.
477, HINES 1993.

A group of finger rings referring to types B.39 and B.40
is known from the complex of Baltic cultures as well (cf.
Fig. 32, 34). These artefacts were studied by Rasa Banyté-
Rowell*. Like the specimens from Oland, Gotland, and
Estonia, these rings have two ribbons. What makes them
different from their counterparts known from Sweden
and Estonia is the fact that the finger rings are of 2.5 coil
rather than 1.5, so that one coil of wire passes between
the two ribbons. This trait occurs in gold finger rings
of subgroups 3A, 3B, and 3C, which belong to phases
C1b-C2, and in single finger rings from subgroups 1A
and 2A, datable to phase C1b (Norra Nisby, Oland and
Gunnerupgard, Praeste amt, grave 1). It is also represent-
ed among bracelets of group 1 and rings from subgroups
2D, 2E, 2F and 2L. Based on the analysis of grave assem-
blages, Rasa Banyté-Rowell dates the mentioned Baltic
finger rings referring to types B.39 and B.40 to phases
C1-C3, with the main focus on phases C1b-C2*.

3.6. SOCIAL CONTEXT OF RINGS FROM GROUPS 1, 2,
AND 3, AND THE QUESTION OF LOCAL OR FOREIGN
PROVENANCE OF CERTAIN SPECIMENS

As mentioned earlier in the text, gold snake rings occur in
various archaeological contexts, being elements of grave
assemblages, deposits buried in dry environments, and
bog deposits. Many of them, however, are stray finds (cf.
Chapter 2, Fig. 3). From the perspective of the analysis
of social context, finds from grave assemblages are the
most informative, although they account for only 39% of
the analysed rings. They are known primarily from the
western range of distribution of snake rings, with the rel-
evant data available primarily for Norway, Jutland, and

“ R. BANYTE-ROWELL 2007; 2013; 2015.
*“ R. BANYTE-ROWELL 2013, 172.

\/

Fig. 34. Finger rings of type B.40 and their derivates made of bronze: 1 - Folkeslunda 51, grave 10 (Oland); 2 - Folkeslunda 51,
grave 20 (Oland); 3 - Folkeslunda 14, grave 2 (Oland); 4 - Tjetthd g, Runsberga, grave 180 (Oland); 5- Ovra Vannborga
(Oland); 6 - Kalleguta &s, grave 1 (Oland); 7 - Nyby, grave 14 (Oland); 8 - Nyby, grave 15 (Oland); 9, 10 - Rérasen, grave 12

(Oland); 11,12 - Rérasen, grave 23 (Oland); 13 - Vi alvar, grave 127 (Oland); 14 - Vi alvar, grave 89 (Oland); 15 - Knuts, grave 9
(Gotland); 16 - Ekeberga (Finland); 17 - Jdbara, grave E (Estonia); 18 - Jabara, grave C (Estonia); 19 - Moigu-Peetri (Estonia);
20-23 -Proosa (Estonia); 24 - Tiirsamée (Estonia); 25 - Saha, grave D (Estonia); 26 - Lagedi (Estonia); 27 - Baitai, grave 31
(Lithuania); 28 - Banduziai (Lithuania); 29 - Babieta (north-east Poland). Photo: SHM (15). After: K. LUNDH & M. RascH 1991 (1-3),
M. BEskow SJOBERG 1987 (4), H. ScHULZE 1987 (5, 6), K. HOLGERSSON & H. SCHULZE 2001 (7-14), O. ALMGREN & B. NERMAN 1923 (15),
D. Quast 2004 (16-27), R. BANYTE-ROWELL 2007 (28, 29).
Ryc. 34. Brazowe pierscienie typu B.40 i ich pochodne: 1 - Folkeslunda 51, gréb 10 (Olandia); 2 - Folkeslunda 51, gréb 20
(Olandia); 3 - Folkeslunda 14, gréb 2 (Olandia); 4 - Tjetth g, Runsberga, grob 180 (Olandia); 5~ Ovra Vannborga (Olandia);
6-Kalleguta as, grob 1 (Olandia); 7- Nyby, gréb 14 (Olandia); 8 - Nyby, gréb 15 (Olandia); 9, 10 - Rérdsen, gréb 12 (Olandia);
11,12 -Rorasen, grob 23 (Olandia); 13 - Vi alvar, grob 127 (Olandia); 14 - Vi alvar, gréb 89 (Olandia); 15 - Knuts, grob 9
(Gotlandia); 16 - Ekeberga (Finlandia); 17 - Jdbara, grob E (Estonia); 18 - Jabara, grob C (Estonia); 19 - Moigu-Peetri (Estonia);
20-23 -Proosa (Estonia); 24 - Tiirsamée (Estonia); 25 - Saha, grob D (Estonia); 26 - Lagedi (Estonia); 27 - Baitai, grob 31
(Litwa); 28 -Banduziai (Litwa); 29 - Babieta (pin.-wsch. Polska). Fot.: SHM (15). Wg: K. LuNDH i M. RascH 1991 (1-3),
M. BEskow SJOBERG 1987 (4), H. ScHULZE 1987 (5, 6), K. HOLGERssON i H. ScHuLzE 2001 (7-14), O. ALMGREN i B. NERMAN 1923 (15),

48 D. Quast 2004 (16-27), R. BANYTE-ROWELL 2007 (28, 29).
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Zealand, and with single finds known from Bornholm,
Oland, Vistmanland and Uppland, south-western Fin-
land, Central Germany, Lower Saxony, the lower Vistula
basin, and the Podlasie region (cf. Fig. 5).

3.6.1. Zealand

The largest number of grave assemblages with gold snake
rings is known from Zealand (Fig. 36, 37:A). Nothing is
known about their deposition there in other contexts.
Their occurrence in graves creates an impression that
these artefacts were perceived as valuable and desirable
markers of attribution to a certain elite circle, consider-
ably narrower than just the group of people who could
afford a gold finger ring (for example, finger rings B.30,
which were simple coils of gold wire®). On the other
hand, it is worth emphasising that among 16 grave as-
semblages known from this island only four contained
large rings like bracelets or neck-rings, while the remain-
ing snake ornaments were finger rings. Both large and
small specimens occur in male and female burials alike
(Fig. 36), although the large ones prevail in male graves
(three cases). Male graves with large rings belong to phas-
es C1b (Valleby), C2 (Himlinggeje, grave 3/1977) and C3b
(Varpelev, grave A). The one female grave — Himlinggje,
grave 2/1949 - belongs to phase C2a™. As it has been
mentioned many times in the literature, all these buri-
als come from the Stevns Peninsula in eastern Zealand™.

Using the grading scale of grave inventory wealth de-
veloped for Late Roman Period grave assemblages from
Zealand based on the scarcity index™, one can demon-
strate that the male burials from Vallgby and Varpelev
(grave A) and the female burial 2/1949 from Himlingeje
represent the highest classes of grave inventory wealth
(classes 1-2) (Fig. 37:A). Grave 3/1977 from Himlinggje
ranks slightly lower, within class 6.

In the context of larger, better investigated cemeter-
ies which can be quite reliably interpreted as family ne-
cropolises, burials with gold snake rings - be they large
rings or finger rings — place among the richest-furnished
graves in a given necropolis (Fig. 38:A-C.E.F). They can
therefore be assumed to have been markers of individuals
enjoying the highest status in the population using the
cemetery. Finger rings do not occur in graves of adults
only. As evidenced by the burial of a boy aged infans I1/
iuvenis from Brendsager (Zealand), grave 2000, they
could have been worn by adolescents whose status was
probably guaranteed by the status of their family.

0 L. HoLTEN 1989, 39-103.

*! For references to particular burials see Fig. 5.

52U. LunD HANSEN ET ALII 1995, 206-207, 374-382; U. LUND HANSEN
1998, 348-357; 2001, 163-165; P. ETHELBERG ET ALIT 2000, 68-72,
150-156.

* Cf. M.]. PrRzyBYZa 2012; 2015.

In the context of wealth differentiation among grave
inventories, interesting observations can be made with
respect to local/foreign provenance of particular orna-
ments. Nearly all the large rings known from Zealand,
and single finger rings as well, seem to be of foreign prov-
enance. This applies to the group 1 bracelet from the male
burial from Vallgby, analogies for which can be found in
the western part of the central Baltic area (cf. Fig. 13:6,
28), and to two ornaments of group 2: the bracelet from
male burial 3/1977 from Himlinggje and the neck-ring
from male burial A from Varpelev, which also find anal-
ogies in that region (cf. Fig. 18:1, 29). Apart from these
rings, analogies in that region can be demonstrated for
the finger ring of subgroup 2F originating from male
burial 1/1984 from Himlinggje, dated to phases C1b-C2a
(Fig. 14:5). This grave, like grave 3/1977 from the same
cemetery, belongs to class 6 of grave inventory wealth.
Also worthy of note is the discovery of two other arte-
facts in this grave. The first one is a gold Kolben brace-
let — an ornament often regarded in the literature as an
insignia of the highest rank™. The other is a silver deco-
rative brooch of the Almgren 209 type - an ornament
of foreign provenance (known from territories between
the Rhine, Maine, and lower Elbe, and from Schleswig-
Holstein®), which additionally emphasises the inter-re-
gional connections of this grave assemblage. In terms of
wealth differentiation among graves in the Himlingeje
cemetery, burial 1/1984 ranks second, after female grave
2/1949 and virtually on par with the inventory of male
grave 3/1977. These three assemblages are followed by
that of female grave 1/1878 (Fig. 38), dated to phase C2
(probably C2b), which contains, among other objects,
a finger ring of subgroup 3M (type B.18). This ornament
is foreign to Zealand as well, being characteristic of Jut-
land and western Norway (cf. Fig. 25:9, 31).

Discussing the question of local/foreign provenance
of the ornaments analysed here, the abovementioned fe-
male grave 2/1949 from Himlinggje® is worthy of par-
ticular note, as it is the richest Late Roman Period grave
inventory in Zealand, and naturally the richest burial in
the cemetery as well. The pair of gold bracelets from this
grave are the only two large rings in group 3. This group
comprises primarily finger rings previously described in
the literature as type B.39 characteristic of Zealand, finger
rings B.18 characteristic of Jutland and western Norway,
and finger rings being transitional forms between these

** Cf.]. WERNER 1980; L. HEDEAGER 1990, 130; 1992, 87-179; U. LUND
HANSEN ET ALIT 1995, 203-212, 374-384; U. LuNnD HANSEN 2001;
P. ETHELBERG ET ALII 2000, 145-169; B. STORGAARD 2001, 96; 2003,
114, 116.

> M.J. PRzyBYEA 2018a, 48-51, 193, fig. 29A.B.

* U. LuNp HANSEN ET ALIT 1995, 105-106, 152-158, fig. 3:48-3:51,
4:25-4:32, pl. 21-25.
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Ring

Site . Inventory Material | Context Dating Literature
function
Knuts, Gotland, . O. ALMGREN & B. NERMAN
grave 9 finger ring 3x bronze brooch P.178a bronze grave, F Cl1bl 1923, 94-95, pl. 23:366
Ovra Vannborea 2x iron spur like JG F1-F3; spear
Oland & finger ring | head I 15; 2x bronze ring; 26 rivets | bronze grave, M Clb H. Scrurze 1987, 132-133
and one bronze fitting
Vallstenarum, neck & ladder brooch, series 6 bronze rave 2 O. ALMGREN & B. NERMAN
Gotland, grave 8 arm ring acc. to TH. HAUPTMANN (1998) grav 1923, 98-99
Uddvide
(Barshaldershed), | neckring - bronze grave C2—.C3.b (dated by K. Ayi 1979, 108-109
stylistic features)
Gotland
?torkage, neck ring - bronze - C2—'C3.b (dated by E. HJARNE 19174, 147, fig. 1:c
Visterbotten stylistic features)
2x pin B.137; fragments of disc
Rorasen, Oland, finger ring brooch Thomas D, var. Dybdck; bronze rave c3 K. HOLGERSSON &
grave 23 (2x) fragments of three-layer antler & H. Scuurze 2001, 119
comb
brooch N.62-63; 2x finger ring;
Folkeslunda, finger rin fragments of glass vessel; small bronze rave DI K. LuNDH & M. RascH 1991,
Oland, grave 10 8 & | bronze pin; fragments of two clay & 300
vessels
brooch N.59-61; fragments of
Rorasen, Oland, | finger ring | bronze fittings; antler comb N.219; bronze Lave DI K. HOLGERSSON &
grave 12 (2x) three-layer antler comb N.223-224; & H. ScHuLzE 2001, 116-117
fragments of clay vessel
brooch type Skowarcz acc. to
A. BITNER-WROBLEWSKA (2001);
Folkeslunda, finger rin pin B.137; needle; fragments bronze rave D K. LuNDH & M. RascH 1991,
Oland, grave 20 8 J of three-layer antler comb; i 303
fragments of bronze ring; clay pot;
fragments of clay vessel
Folkeslunda 14, . clay cup with stamped . K. LunNDH & RascH 1991,
= finger ring | ornamentation; small profiled pin bronze grave D
Oland, grave 2 . 331-332
with polyhedral head
Nyby, Oland, finger rin fragments of antler comb N.219; bronze rave D K. HOLGERSSON &
grave 15 8 J brooch fragments N.55-61 8 H. ScruLzE 2001, 126
Tjetthog, fragments of brooch spring; amber .
Runsberga, Oland, | finger ring bead; fragments of three-layer bronze grave C-D M. BESKOW3S7I;)BERG 1987
grave 180 comb; fragments of clay vessels
Vialvar, Oland, finger ring | fra ii?tg;z; IclltaS oil? rovirlizt; rsltrelli)l ed | bronze rave C-D K. HorGersson &
grave 127 8 & & Y cup p & H. Scnurze 2001, 130
decoration
Nyby, Oland, : K. HOLGERSSON &
T finger ring fragment of clay vessel(s) bronze grave C-D H. SCHULZE 2001, 125
Vi alvar, Oland, ) K. HOLGERSSON &
grave 89 finger ring fragments of clay vessel bronze grave C-D H. SCHULZE 2001, 129
T finger rin, clay vessel bronze rave C-D H. ScHuLzE 1987, 120
Oland, grave 1 8 8 4 8 : >
Odense, Seden Syd, . . M.B. HENRIKSEN 2000,
Funen neck ring - silver settlement C-D 32-33, fig. 11
Burge, Gotland neck ring - silver stray find - O. ALMGREN & B. NERMAN

1923, 74, pl. 24:371

Fig. 35. Chronology of rings of type B.40 and type Hildebrand C from Gotland and Oland.

Ryc. 35. Chronologia obreczy typéw B.40 i Hildebrand C z Gotlandii and Olandii.
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Site Type W:Sht ]?::nn)l Context Sex Age t‘:f:; Dating
Hangsdala, Vistergotland 39¢ 27.85 2.6 - - - yes -
Kalby, Zealand 39¢ 23.7 2.6 - - - yes -
Kleestrup (bog), Jutland 39¢ 354 2.5 - - - yes -
@rum (skole), Jutland 39¢ 322 2.5 - - - yes -
Marienborg, Zealand 39¢ 30.2 2.5 - - - yes -
Lydinge, Funen 39¢ 19.45 AS = = = no =
Skibbinge, Zealand 39b 19 2.5 - - - no C2
H‘;L‘:eg?r’;;nzfgl;snd’ 39b 37.88 24-2.8 - - - yes -
Baunegard, Bornholm, grave 11 39c 24.6 24 grave M - yes C2
Kongsted, Zealand 39¢ 23.7 2.4 - - - no -
Stenlille, Zealand 39b 18.2 24 grave - - no C2a
Pedersker (Smalyngen), Bornholm 39¢c 33 ca. 2.4 - - - yes -
Eftelot (kyrkan), Buskerud 39c 40.37 2.3 grave M - yes C2
Hiljom, Madelpad 39c 36.34 2.3 - - - no -
Verlose (kirke), Zealand 39¢ 36 2.3 - - - yes -
Ekeryd, Smaland 39¢c 34.96 2.3 - - = yes =
Ronnovsholm (bog), Jutland 39¢ 30.4 2.3 - - - no -
Havnelev, Zealand 39b 24.64 2.3 - - - no -
Ravnkilde (Ii Iﬁigg“’ds mark), 39a 18.56 23 grave - - no 2
Himlingoje, Zealand, 39b 19.8 22-2.6 grave M? - no C2a
grave 1/1949
Greve, Zealand 39c 37.9 2.1 grave M adultus yes C2
Herslev, Zealand 39c 16,6 2.1 - - - yes -
Vedskolle (Igzgjiféavemarken), 392 12.8 21 B B B o B
Him:;%?;} IZ9i2191and, 39a 12.4 2 grave F maturus no C2a
Ramsgarden, Vistergotland 39¢ 28.1 2 grave - - no -
Kolstg, Rogaland 39c 42.89 2 - - - yes
Him;irl;‘g;:j le/, 1Z9e721and, 39¢ 26.2 2 grave M adultus yes C2
Nordrup, Zealand, grave A 3%9a 12.4 2 grave M - no C1b
Magleby, Mon 39a 12.4 2 - - - no -
Baekkegérd, Bornholm 39¢ 27.86 1.9 deposit (?) - - yes C3
Tuna, Viastmanland 39a 13 1,9 grave F? - no C2
Skovgérde, Zealand, grave 400 39b 17.26 1.9 grave F adultus no C2
Him;irr:i%zj 5/’ lzgza;land, 39b 11.9 1.8 grave F maturus no C2a
Varpelev, Zealand, grave a 39¢c 14.7 1.8 grave E - no C3a
Naustdal, Sogn og Fjordane 39a 16.77 1.7 - - - no -

Fig. 36. Finger rings of type B.39: weight, diameter and use-wear traces.
52 Ryc. 36. Pierécienie typu B.39: waga, érednica i $lady uzytkowe.
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Site Type W((eght D(z?nn)l Context Sex Age t‘ll'vaecirs Dating
Skibbinge, Zealand 39c 13.5 1.7 grave F - yes C2
Brondsager, Zealand, grave 2000 39c 16 1.62 grave - ir'lfans I,I/ no C2
iuvenis
Skovgarde, Zealand, grave 209 39a 10.9 1.61 grave F adultus no C2
Alingsas, Vastergotland 39¢c 52 - - - - - -
Nes, Hordaland 39a | 4.5 (fragm.) - grave Ei - no C1b-C2
ch;jli);-rfl(':lgtge)in 39b - - bog deposit - - no -
Helmsdorf, Sachsen-Anhalt 39b - - - - - no -

Fig. 36. Finger rings of type B.39: weight, diameter and use-wear traces.

Ryc. 36. Pierscienie typu B.39: waga, $rednica i §lady uzytkowe.

two types, known from Norway and (only one artefact)
Zealand. The two bracelets from grave 2/1949 have trian-
gular, V-shaped, gently profiled heads (type 13B), which
are characteristic of finger rings classed within subgroups
3A and 3B. Most of the confidently dated specimens from
these subgroups originate from phase C2a, with single
examples dated to phases C1b and C2b. It is worth not-
ing that the two bracelets from grave 2/1949, found in
an assemblage dated to phase C2a, are not the earliest
examples of such rings. What is particularly interesting
here is that the shape of the head and other decorative
elements known from rings of subgroups 3A and 3B
also find analogies in some of the large rings represent-
ing group 2, which means again among ornaments char-
acteristic of the western part of the central Baltic area.”
These analogies include two gold bracelets from the de-
posit at Tuna, Uppland®, a stray find of a gold bracelet
from Vestringe, Gotland™, and a fragment of a gold ring
from the deposit from Gute, Gotland®(Fig. 14:9-11, 40).
The Vestringe bracelet can be stylistically dated within
phases C2-C3 (cf. Chapter 3.2.2), and the same chronol-
ogy can probably be applied to the specimen from Gute,
whose stamped ornamentation makes it very similar to
that from Vestringe. The dating of the Tuna bracelets is
problematic, as they lacked any context of other, confi-
dently datable artefacts. Nevertheless, the style of manu-
facture of their conical terminals suggests placing them
within phases C1b-C2. The examples from Sweden pre-
sented above belong to group 2 bracelets with marked
zoomorphic traits (subgroups 2D-2F). They continue
traditions of rings from subgroup 1C, in which the heads

*” Their similarity to rings known from eastern Sweden was also noted
by K. ANDERsSON (1991, 227), who analysed stamp impressions.

* H. HILDEBRAND 1891, 139, fig. 25, 26.

** O. ALMGREN, B. NERMAN 1923, pl. 24:368.

% K. ANDERSSON 1993a, 206, cat. 1117, fig. 85.

are triangular, known from Oland and south-western
Finland. Therefore, it seems that even this “typically Zea-
landic” symbol of status can actually have roots in ring
ornaments from the central part of the Baltic Sea basin.

3.6.2. Jutland

Gold snake rings appear in the context of single Late Ro-
man Period sepulchral finds in Jutland as well. One can
mention five such burials, unfortunately none of them
with fully complete inventory. This is due to either the ac-
cidental nature of discovery or, in one case, the cremation
burial rite. All four inhumation burials belong to acci-
dental discoveries: grave 60 from Donbeek®, grave 1 from
Hasseris®”, grave from Ravnkilde (Prestegdrdsmark)®,
and the grave from Fredse®. The grave from Oxvang is
a cremation burial, and it was discovered accidentally as
well. In this situation, inventory wealth values calculat-
ed for these burials must be regarded as minimal values
(Fig. 37:B). The grave from Donbek, which included
a gold bracelet of subgroup 2H, belongs in the highest,
first class, while the female burial from Hasseris, with
a finger ring of subgroup 3M, belongs in the fourth class.
The male burial from Fredse, in which a finger ring of
subgroup 3M was found, and the grave from Ravnkilde
with its 3B finger ring (probably also a male burial, as
suggested by the diameters of finger rings) both fall in
the ninth class on a scale from one to ten. The grave in-
ventory from Oxvang places in the eighth class or at the
boundary between the eighth and ninth classes, depend-
ing on whether we regard it as a male or female burial.

' C. NEERGAARD 1892, 306; S. MULLER 1912,92-93, fig. 9, 10; U. LuND
HANSEN 1987, 427.

0. MARSEEN 1963, 35, fig. 3; J. RINGTVED 1986, 146, 147, fig. 39;
M.]. PrRzyBYEA 2018b, 694-695.

% U. LuND HANSEN 1987, 428.

# M.B. MACKEPRANG 1943, 94, cat. 29; M.]. PrzyBYLA 2018b, 693.
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GRAVE SEX AGE SCORE CLASS DATING GRAVE SEX AGE SCORE CLASS DATING
Himlingoje, grave 21949 F | maturus | 1512 1 C2a Varpelev, grave A M | aduitus/ | 08 2 c3b
Himlinggje, grave 1/1894 M adultus 58.5 6 Clb-C2a Varpelev, grave a F - 49.3 7 C3a
Himlingoje, grave 3/1977| ™ adultus 55.6 6 c2 Varpelev, grave Z F - 5.3 108 C1b2-C2
Himlinggje, grave 1/1878 F - 4.7 8 C2 (C2b?) Varpelev, grave Y - = 2.7 10B [¢
HimIing.;aje, grave 1/1978 M adultus 21 9 c2 Varpelev, grave S F maturus 0.8 108 c
Himlinggje, grave 1/1949 M - 20.4 9 C2a Varpelev, grave V - - 0.8 108 c
Himlinggje, grave 2/1978 - iuvenis 11.7 10A c2 Varpelev, grave { - - 0.8 108 c
Himlingpje, grave 3/1949 Fo|adubus/ | o 108 c Varpelev, grave E M | maturus 0 108 c
Himlinggje, grave 2/1878 - - 0.8 10B [¢ Varpelev, grave H F maturus 0 108 c
Himlinggje, grave 7/1828 - - 0 108 c Varpelev, grave N M | maturus 0 108 ¢

Varpelev, grave P M maturus 0 10B [¢
Varpelev, grave R M | adultus 0 108 [«

GRAVE SEX | AGE | SCORE | CLASS DATING Varpeley, grave B B — 0 108 ¢

Nordrup, grave | - 56 6 C2a Varpeley, grave C _ — ° 108 ¢

Nordrup, grave A _ 7 7 c1b Varpelev, grave D - - 0 108 c

Nordrup, grave (1873) F | maturus | 17.5 9 €2 (C2a7?) Varpelev, grave F - - ° 108 ¢

Nordrup, grave H - - 173 9 C1b-C2a Varpelev, grave G - - 0 108 c

Nordrup, grave D F - 8.1 10A c Varpeley, grave | - - ° 108 ¢

Nordrup, grave E E adultus 8.1 10A C2a Varpeley, grave K - - ° 108 ¢

Nordrup, grave G - - 6.2 108 Clb-C2a Varpelev, grave L - - ° 108 ¢

Nordrup, grave C — — 16 108 c Varpelev, grave M - - 0 10B C

Nordrup, grave B - - 0.8 108 c Varpeley, grave 0 _ _ ° 108 ¢

Nordrup, grave F — — o 108 c Varpelev, grave Q - - 0 10B c

Varpelev, grave T - - 0 108 C
Varpelev, grave U - - 0 108 c
Varpelev, grave X - - 0 108 [«

GRAVE SEX | AGE | SCORE | CLASS DATING Varpeley, grave U _ _ 0 108 ¢

Brondsager, grave 2000 | ch | i | sas ’ e Varpelev, grave § - - 0 108 c

Brendsager, grave 900 M | maturus 20.4 9 2 Varpeley, grave b — — o 108 c

Brendsager, grave 2769 CH | infans! 9.6 10A Clb Varpeley, grave y _ _ o 108 c

Varpelev, grave - — 0 108 c
Varpelev, grave ¢ - - 0 10B [«

GRAVE SEX | AGE | SCORE DATING Varpeley, grave £ - - 0 108 c E

Baunegard, grave 11 M — 163.5 c2

Baunegard, grave 8 - - 362 C1b-C3 GRAVE SEX |  AGE SCORE | CLASS DATING

Baunegard, grave 12b — — 27.1 c2 Skovgérde, grave 400 F adultus 64.8 6 C2a

Baunegard, grave 1 F — 19.7 C1 Skovgarde, grave 209 F adultus 54 7 C2a

Baunegard, grave 2 — — 6.2 C1b-C3 Skovgarde, grave 8 F adultus 27.5 9 C2a

Baunegard, grave 9 - - 2.2 Clb-C3 Skovgérde, grave 7 F maturus | 20.1 9 c2

Baunegard, grave 6 - - 1.1 C1b-C3 Skovgarde, grave 207 F iuvenis 18.7 9 C1b2-C2a

Baunegard, grave 19 - - 11 Clb-C3 Skovgérde, grave 208 F iuvenis 17.5 9 C2a

Baunegard, grave 5 — — 1.1 C1-D Skovgarde, grave 1 CH | infansi 143 10A c2

Baunegard, grave 13 - — 11 C1-D Skovgarde, grave 202 F iuvenis 12.8 10A c2

Baunegard, grave 15 — — 1.1 C1-D Skovgarde, grave 4 F ’"s‘;tn‘j,’i‘s“/ 12.8 10A C1b2-C2

Baunegard, grave 16 - - 11 C1-D Skovgérde, grave 9 Fo|matus/ | gy 104 c2

Baunegard, grave 10 — — 0 C1-D Skovgarde, grave 3 CH infans it 12 10A C1b2-C2a

Baunegard, grave 3 — — 0 C1-D Skovgarde, grave 205 F adultus 11.5 10A c3

Baunegard, grave 14 - - 0 C1-D Skovgarde, grave 206 F senilis 7.2 108 C

Baunegard, grave 4 - - 0 C1-D Skovgérde, grave 201 F | maturus 45 108 €2b-C3

Baunegérd, grave 7 - - 0 C1-b Skovgarde, grave 204 F ’"s‘;tn‘#i‘sls/ 3.5 108 c3

Baunegard, grave 17 - - 0 c1-b Skovgarde, grave 401 CH infans | 3.1 108 [}

Baunegard, grave 18 — — 0 C1-D Skovgérde, grave 203 CH infans | 2.9 108 c

Baunegérd, grave 20 - - 0 C1-b D Skovgarde, grave 5 M | maturis/ 0 108 c F

Fig. 38. Ranking of grave inventories with gold snake rings at cemeteries from Zealand (A-C,E, F) and Bornholm (D) (ranking scale
according to M.J. PRzYBYEA 2011; 2012; 2015). Underline - inventories containing snake rings; bold - inventories containing large snake rings.
Ryc. 38. Zréznicowanie bogactwa zespoldw grobowych ze ztotymi obreczami wezowatymi na cmentarzyskach z Zelandii (A-C, E, F)

i Bornholmu (D) (skala bogactwa wg M.J. PRzyBYEY 2011; 2012; 2015). Podkreslenie — zespoly z obreczami wezowatymi; pogrubienie —
zespoly z duzymi obreczami wezowatymi.
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3cm

Fig. 39. Gold bracelets: 1 - Himlingoje, grave 2/1949 (Zealand);
2-Vestringe (Gotland); 3,4 - Tuna (Uppland). Photo: NMK (1).
After: O. ALMGREN & B. NERMAN 1923 (2), H. HILDEBRAND 1891 (3, 4).
Ryc. 39. Zlote bransolety: 1 - Himlingoje, grob 2/1949 (Zelandia);
2-Vestringe (Gotlandia); 3,4 - Tuna (Uplandia). Fot.: NMK (1).
Wg: O. ALMGREN i B. NERMAN 1923 (2), H. HILDEBRAND 1891 (3, 4).

The finger ring of subgroup 3M discovered in this grave
has a diameter of 2 cm. Rings of such diameters can be
found in both male and female burials, which is why it
is impossible to determine the sex of the owner based on
the ornament’s size. It is worth noting that despite be-
longing to the inventory of a cremation burial, the finger
ring does not bear traces of exposure to fire. This means
it was added to the inventory after the cremation. Such
a treatment of a ring in the context of a cremation burial
tinds analogies in some cremation burials from Norway,

56 discussed below. The discussed inhumation burials with

snake rings from Jutland can be dated to phase C2, while
the cremation burial from Oxvang places within broader
frameworks of phases C1b-C2 (cf. Fig. 5).

As in Zealand, some of the rings found in Jutland can
also be identified as artefacts of foreign provenance. This
applies to the finger ring found in the grave from Ravnk-
ilde (Preestegardsmark) which, as noted in the literature®,
represents a form typical of Zealand. By the same to-
ken, three other rings of subgroups 3E and 3G found in

% U. LunD HANSEN ET ALII 1995, 383.



northern Jutland should also be seen as associated with
Zealand. The first one, discovered during extraction of
sand in @rum (skole) in northern Jutland (Prot. NM
MCCCXCVII) may have originally belonged to a grave
inventory. The remaining two, from bogs at Kleestrup
and Rennovsholm, both also in northern Jutland, were
probably deposits in wet environments. The former was
found in a bog, at a depth of approx. 0.6 m (Prot. NM
C8779), and the latter was found in peat, approx. 0.3 m
beneath the surface, by a large stone (Prot. NM C9162).
Judging from their diameters, all three finger rings were
most likely worn by males (cf. Fig. 36).

The bracelet recovered from grave 60 in Donbzk is
also a foreign artefact. However, unlike as suggested in
the literature®, it should be connected with the western
part of the central Baltic area rather than with Zealand
(cf. Chapter 3.4). The same provenance should be con-
sidered with regard to two stray finds: a 2A finger ring
from Hingeballe in central Jutland (Prot. NM 14000),
whose diameter (1.8 cm) suggests it was a female orna-
ment, and a 2C finger ring from Liene Skov in northern
Jutland (Prot. NM C85), with a diameter (2.5 cm) sug-
gesting its association with male costume.

The only forms of local provenance in Jutland are
probably the finger rings from grave inventories from
Fredse and Hasseris, grave 1, and another two finger
rings of subgroup 3M (B.18): from Galtrupgard (north-
ern Jutland; diam. 2.2 cm) and Stokkerhoved (southern
Jutland; diam. 1.9 cm) (cf. Chapter 3.4).

3.6.3. Norway

Grave assemblages containing ring ornaments discussed
in this study are known from some parts of Norway as
well. In total, there are twelve such assemblages, among
which five can be identified as female burials and four as
male burials based on the artefacts they contained. The
former group comprises the graves from Hove in Roga-
land, Indbjoa in Hordaland, Nes in Hordaland, and Sen-
dre Kjorstad in Oppland, while the latter are the graves
from Avaldsnes in Rogaland, Eftelot (kyrkan) in Busker-
ud, and Lagmandsgaarden in Telemark (Fig. 40)®. Apart
from the above, two other grave inventories can be men-
tioned here. The grave from Veien, Buskerud, contained
two finger rings of group 2, of which one is well-preserved
and has a diameter of 2 cm®. As for the standards re-
corded among finger rings of subgroups 3A-3K (cf. Fig.
36), such dimensions can occur in the context of both fe-
male and male burials. The second assemblage, originat-

% U. LuND HANSEN ET ALIT 1995, 383.

 This specimen was incorrectly classed as type 39a (K. ANDERSSON
1993a, 105; U. LuND HANSEN ET ALIT 1995, 211).

 For references see K. ANDERSSON 1993a (cf. Fig. 40).

“ K. ANDERSSON 1993a, 141, cat. 741; L. GUSTAFSON 2004, 131, fig. 3:a.
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ing from barrow 2 in Bringsveer, Aust-Agder, is probably
a mixed inventory of at least two male burials™, and the
ring found there (diam. 2.2 cm) most likely originally be-
longed to one of them. The male burials and two of the fe-
male burials date to phase C2 (Fig. 40), one female burial
belongs to phase C2b, and another two assemblages can
only be dated within broader chronological frameworks
of C1b-C2 (Fig. 40). Against other grave assemblages of
that period known from Norway, these burials are richly
furnished and have therefore been interpreted as burials
of chieftains and their sword-bearing retinues’.

As in the regions discussed above, in Norway as well
notall the rings in question represent local forms. Finger
rings of subgroup 3M (B.18), whose provenance can be
linked with south-western Norway and northern Jutland,
are represented in one very lavishly furnished male burial
from Avaldsnes (together with a massive gold neck-ring
with thickened ends) and in three female burials (Fig. 39).
In each of these female burials a 3M finger ring was ac-
companied by another ring ornament, although repre-
senting another subgroup. In the inhumation grave from
Sendre Kjorstad it is a finger ring of subgroup 3L; in the
cremation burial from Indbjoa there are burned frag-
ments of a group 2 bracelet”; and in the cremation buri-
als from Hove there are burned fragments of a bracelet
classed as subgroup 2M. In the last two cases these are
forms typical of the western part of the central Baltic area,
which means artefacts foreign to Norway. Moreover, these
rings were deliberately cut in pieces and burned, i.e. inten-
tionally damaged, which contrasts with the undamaged
preservation of the finger rings found in these graves. The
finger rings have relatively large diameters: 2.4 cm in Hove
and around 2.2 cm in Indbjoa, characteristic of ornaments
created for men (cf. Fig. 36). As noted by H. Reiersen, in
both cases these were grave goods rather than elements
of costume of the women buried there”. Thus, one can-
not rule out that these rings of foreign provenance actu-
ally indicate that the females buried in these graves came
from high-ranking families originating from somewhere
within the western central Baltic, and their presence in
Norway can be explained by exogamy™. Since marriages
among elite families often sealed political alliances, the
destruction of the rings after the death of the women who

7" N. NICOLAYSEN 1875, 206-207; ]. BEMMANN, G. HAHNE 1995, 522—
523, cat. 189.

"'F.-A. STYLEGAR 2011, 227-228; H. REIERSEN 2017, 88-149; 2018;
F-A. STYLEGAR, H. REIERSEN 2017, 551-638.

7 H. SCHETELIG 1912, 60, fig. 137, 138; E. STRAUME 1998, 450, fig. 7A,
7B; H. REIERSEN 2017, 97, 258, 262, fig. 5.1,5.14,7.22,7.27; H. REIER-
SEN 2018, 39-43, fig. 10, 13; E-A. STYLEGAR, H. REIERSEN 2017, 579—
581, fig. 22.9.

7> H. REIERSEN 2018, 41-42.

7+ H. REIERSEN 2018, 47-54.
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Site Group Context Weight | Diameter Wear Inventory Dating | Literature
(g) (cm) traces
2H 7.21 2 no
Veien, Buskerud cremation grave E37-43 Clb-C2 | cat. 741
no,
2H 4.79 -
fragmentary
M 8.77 1.8 no finger ring B.17b; brooch P.ITA;
brooch PIIIB.3; pincers; finger ring
resembling B.30; pin B.123; bronze
Sondre Kjorstad, inhumation needle case; 2x weaving batten; Cab cat. 724
Oppland grave, F E106; E203/204; wooden bucket ’
10 i = no with appliques of type Illa; clay
bucket-shaped vessel; brooch ML.IX,
var. Store Darum
3M 20.66 2.4 no
Hove, Rogaland cremation grave, F no. E58 C2 cat. 806
2M 151.35 - ’
fragmentary
Indbioa 3M 14.94 2.2 no silver brooch PIITA.2; bronze
Hord aylan’ ] cremation grave, F spindle whorl; silver spindle whorl; C2 cat. 866a
2 2.025 - fragmentary fragments of two clay vessels
bone pin with triangular head;
Nes, Hordaland 3A | cremation grave, F 4.5 1.8 1o bronze Yessel; th rée—layer antler C1b-C2 | cat. 873
fragmentary | comb with semi-circular handle,
fragmentarily preserved
from barrow. spear head B/H Svennum; spear
Bringsver, robabl fror;n head B/H Nydam (?); javelin head
Aust-Agder, 3L af least twyo male 12.89 22 no B/H Lundskin; javelin head; shield C2 cat. 781
grave 2 caves boss B/H I'Vc; 2x sword; box-like
8 chape from sword scabbard
sword in scabbard with box-like
chape; gold “Kolben” neck ring; 3x
gold finger ring; gold pin; bronze
. . silver-plated mirror; fragments
Avaldsnes, 3M inhumation 24.075 2 no of bronze shield boss resembling C2 cat. 856
Rogaland grave, M . e
type I 3¢; fittings of drinking horn
of Nydam type; spear and javelin
heads; E59; E86; E161; 32 glass
gaming pieces
double edged sword; javelin head
Eftelot (kyrkan), 3H in Vbarrow, 40.37 2 s B/H Lundskin; badly damaged spear C2 cat. 739
Buskerud cremation grave, M head; bronze ear spoon; wooden
bucket with appliques of type IITb
bronze brooch resembling
H. SHETELIG’S (1910), fig. 42 & 43; .
Lagmandsgarden (available bronze pincers; fragments of double Scandi-
8 8 ’ 2 in barrow, grave, M | 3.74 - ’ - navian cat. 772
Telemark as copy) edged sword; 2x javelin head; D2
2x iron knive; iron fittings of
wooden vessel
Kolsto, Rogaland 3] stray find 42.89 2 yes - - cat. 858
Homnes,
Nord-Trondelag 3M stray find - - no - - cat. 937
Loddesol,
Arie vl 2H stray find 9.87 - no - - cat. 784
Naustflal, 3C stray find 16.77 1.7 no - - cat. 892
Sogn og Fjordane

Fig. 40. Grave inventories from Norway containing gold rings of groups 2 and 3 (Literature: after K. ANDERSSON 1993a).

Ryc. 40. Zespoty grobowe z Norwegii ze zlotymi obreczami grup 2 i 3 (Literatura: wg K. ANDERSSON 1993a).




wore them may be interpreted as marking the dissolution
of such a political commitment in a manner understand-
able for those attending the ceremony.

The finger ring of subgroup 3L from the female buri-
al from Sendre Kjorstad represents a mixed form, from
the transition between 3M finger rings local to Norway
and finger rings of subgroups 3C-3K characteristic of
Zealand. Finger rings of that type were also found in the
inventory of the abovementioned barrow 2 from Brings-
veer (in the context of male furnishings) and in the ac-
cidentally discovered (and therefore incomplete) inven-
tory of the female grave from Horsetofte in Zealand.
Both can be dated to phase C2 (cf. Fig. 5). The above
circumstances in which the few 3L finger rings known
from Norway have been discovered do not allow for
concluding whether they were produced by workshops
operating in Norway or Zealand, as they only point to
certain connections between families from south-eastern
Norway and Zealand.

A 3A finger ring of Zealandic origin was found in the
female cremation burial from Nes. Analogically to the
rings from Hove and Indbjoa, it was cut into pieces and
burned in pyre, probably for similar reasons™. A typically
Zealandic finger ring of subgroup 3H (not damaged) was
found in the male burial from Eftelot (kyrkan). In addi-
tion, finger rings of Zealandic provenance are known as
stray finds from the Sogn og Fjordane and Rogaland re-
gions (cf. Fig. 40). Judging from its diameter (1.7 cm),
the finger ring from Naustdal (subgroup 3C) can be in-
terpreted as belonging to a woman’®, while the diameter
of the ring from Kolsto (subgroup 3J; 2 cm) does not al-
low for such unambiguous interpretation (cf. Fig. 35).

Apart from the large rings found in the two female
graves from south-western Norway mentioned above
(Hove and Indbjoa), group 2 rings characteristic of the
western part of the central Baltic area are known from
three sites in south-eastern Norway. All of them are finger
rings, of which three were found in graves (two in Veien
and one in Lagmandsgarden) and one is a stray find (Lod-
desel, Aust-Agder - Fig. 40). The finger ring from the cre-
mation burial under a barrow in Lagmandsgarden (Lille
Gjerpen), Telemark, belongs to an assemblage which,
based on a brooch of the Schetelig type Fig. 42-43", can
be placed in Scandinavian phase D2. However, given the
accidental nature of the discovery the connection of the
finger ring with the rest of the assemblage is sometimes
questioned”. The finger ring was not found with other
artefacts and bones, but was instead discovered along with

7> H. REIERSEN 2017, 238-239, fig. 7.9, 7.10; 2018, 36-39, fig. 11.
7 B. MAGNUS 2002, 255, fig. 1:a.b.

7”7 H. SCHETELIG 1910, 74, fig. 46; ].S. MUNCH 1965, 59.

#1.S. MUNCH 1965, 59.
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the mandible under the central part of the barrow. This
does not rule out its connection with the assemblage, but
does not determine it beyond doubt either”.

3.6.4. Funen

The finds known from Funen comprise three large rings
of group 2, typical of the western central Baltic, and a fin-
ger ring of subgroup 3A, typical of Zealand. None of these
artefacts has a fully credible context. As for two cut and
burned fragments of a 2F bracelet discovered in the Mol-
legdrdsmarken cemetery in the south-east of the island
using a metal detector, one can assume their connection
with a grave inventory®. Since the bracelet bears traces
of a treatment similar to that recorded on the rings from
female graves in south-western Norway, the interpreta-
tion applied to those burials can very likely be applied
here as well* (see above). The diameter of the bracelet
from Mollegardsmarken cannot be reconstructed, hence
itis impossible to determine whether it belonged to a fe-
male or male costume.

Two large rings were found on two sites situated on the
northern tip of the Hindsholm Peninsula in the north-
eastern part of Funen, near the sea coast”. Although the
context of their discovery has not been sufficiently docu-
mented, there are convincing grounds to regard them as
dry deposits buried in a so-called marginal landscape®.
From this perspective, the rings from Fyns Hoved and
Sappenborg would be subjected to the same treatment
as some analogical rings known from Gotland, Oland,
Nirke, and Uppland® (see below). In this approach,
their connection with the central Baltic area would be
noticeable not only in the form but also in the similar-
ity of treatment.

Apart from the abovementioned three rings typical
of the western part of the central Baltic area, it is worth
noting a 3A finger ring being an uncontexted find from
Lydinge (southern Funen) (Fig. 21:6). Its diameter of
2.5 cm suggests it belonged to a male. It was found in
the same field as the fragmentarily preserved inventory
of a damaged grave from Brahetrolleborg, dated to phas-
es C1b-C2 (fittings of a wooden bucket, fragments of
a Hemmoor-type bucket), which means it likely belonged
to this or another damaged burial from this necropolis®.

771.S. MUNCH 1965, 59.

% L. JoRGENSEN. P. VANG PETERSEN 1998, 161, fig. 122; M.B. HENRIK-
SEN 2001, 78-79, fig. 8.

81 H. REIERSEN 2018, 46.

2 M.B. MACKEPRANG 1945, 29-31, fig. 12.

8 M.B. HENRIKSEN 2009, 329, 335-336, ﬁg. 310; 2010, 413-414.

8 K. ANDERSSON 1995, 76; U. LunD HANSEN 2001, 164; F. HERSCHEND
1980.

% E. ALBRECTSEN 1968, 122, cat. 60, pl. 99¢c; M.B. HENRIKSEN 2009,
330, fig. 311.
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3.6.5. Bornholm and Christianse

Five gold rings of the type under discussion are known
from Bornholm, of which one was discovered in a grave,
two in hoards, and two as stray finds. A finger ring of
subgroup 3K, which means an artefact characteristic of
Zealand, was discovered in grave 11 in the Baunegard
cemetery, in the southern part of the island®*. This was
a male burial containing weapons and dress items dat-
able to phase C2b. In the ranking of Late Roman Period
grave assemblages from Bornholm?, this burial places
among the richest inventories (cf. Fig. 37:C). At the same
time, it is one of the richest burials in the cemetery (cf.
Fig. 38:D).

Another finger ring of subgroup 3K, badly damaged
and with traces indicative of prolonged use, was found
with other artefacts near Baekkegard, perhaps as elements
of a single hoard®. Its diameter of 1.9 cm indicates it be-
longed to a woman (cf. Fig. 36). If the finger ring indeed
belonged to the same deposit as three massive gold rings
(including one of R300 type) and a few fragmented gold
ornaments of the same type (perhaps including a group 2
bracelet) then - given the fragmentation of some of the
ornaments — it only had the value of scrap gold at the
time it was buried. The presence of the R300 bracelet
suggests that the artefacts could not have been buried
earlier than during phase C3.

One more finger ring of group 3 typical of Zealand is
known from another site in Bornholm - from Pedersker
(Smalyngen) (subgroup 3E). The find, however, lacks
any context”. Judging from the diameter (2.4 cm), we
can only conclude that - analogically to the finger ring
from grave 11 in Baungegard - it was a male ornament.

The next two gold rings of the discussed type known
from Bornholm represent group 2, which means they are
connected with the western part of the central Baltic area.
One, preserved in a small fragment (scrap gold) belongs
to the abovementioned deposit from Baekkegard, while
another - a finger ring of subgroup 2C from Selvejergard
(Hojlyngen) - is a stray find” (cf. Fig. 13:9). Its diameter
of 1.6 cm suggests a female ornament.

A finger ring of subgroup 3M (B.18), a stray find from
Christianse Island less than 20 km north of Bornholm, is
also typical of the Jutland-west Norway area. Its diameter
of 2.3 cm indicates it was a male ornament™.

% P Foss 1989, 135-140, fig. 1:8-11, 2-4.

¥ Based on scarcity index — L. JORGENSEN (1988).

% O. KLINDT-JENSEN 1957, 161, fig. 137:10.

¥ O. KLINDT-JENSEN 1957, 136, fig. 128:1; K. ANDERSSON 1993a, 54,
cat. 211.

% K. ANDERSSON 1993a, 49, cat. 180.

91 K. ANDERSSON 1993a, 61, cat. 264.

3.6.6. Sweden

A total of 59 rings of the discussed type are known from
mainland Sweden and its large islands: Gotland and
Oland. Analysing their distribution, we can distinguish
two main areas, differing in nature. The first one, de-
scribed here as the western part of the central Baltic area,
is understood as the eastern part of mainland Sweden
along with the islands of Oland and Gotland. It is distin-
guished by a very large number of the rings in question
(46 pieces in total), most of which represent groups 1
and 2. They can be assumed to have been manufactured
somewhere within this area. The larger number of finds
are known from Gotland, Oland, and the territories to
the north of Lake Mélaren and west of Lake Hjdlmaren.
Since the bulk of the rings reveal some specific features,
and those decorated in a similar manner are known from
all three regions mentioned above, it is difficult to indi-
cate forms characteristically unique to one of them. In
all three regions both large and small rings are known.
A characteristic trait of this area is the occurrence of the
analysed rings in deposits, be it in dry or wet environ-
ments (Fig. 41). Such contexts can be determined for 21
large rings (from 12 sites), some of which were accom-
panied by gold artefacts interpreted in the literature as
insignia of status and power, i.e. Kolben bracelets and
neck-rings with pear-shaped clasps (Fig. 41). Only four
of the rings come from sepulchral contexts, and more
than 20 are stray finds.

Other than the mentioned rings of groups 1 and 2,
rings of foreign provenance only exceptionally occur
in the western part of the central Baltic area, and all of
them are small artefacts. Two finger rings representing
subgroup 3M (B.18) typical of Jutland - west Norway
are stray finds from Gotland (Ismus)”* and Hilsingland
(Glimsta, Vistigarden)”. Another two are finger rings
of group 3 typical of Zealand: one, belonging to sub-
group 3], is a stray find from Medelpad (Héljom)*, and
the other, of subgroup 3B, was part of a rich inventory of
chamber grave X in Tuna, Vistmanland, dated to phase
C2, where it was found along with three large rigs of
group 2 (a pair of bracelets and a neck-ring or armlet)™.
Based on its similarity to the inventory of female bur-
ial 2/1949 from Himlinggje, the grave was interpreted
as a female burial. However, due to the absence of bone
materials in the Tuna grave, and the absence of distinct
archaeological markers of sex, this issue remains open.
The inner diameter of the 3B finger ring from that grave

2 K. ANDERSSON 1993a, 205, cat. 1107.

K. ANDERSSON 1993a, 240, cat. 1340.

** K. ANDERSSON 1993a, 240, cat. 1342, fig. 108.

M. STENBERGER 1956, 3-14, fig. 3-5; E. NYLEN, B. SCHONBACK
1994a, 24-27, fig. 21; 1994b, 157-167, fig. 179.
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of shield edges; knife; clay cup

. . . Weight Literature
Site Group Context | Dating | Other elements of inventory (8) (K. AnpERSSON 1993a)
Luggavi, Narke bracelet, 2 deposit gold “Kolben” bracelet 181.8 cat. 1303b
bracelet, 2 199.5 cat. 1321a
Tuna, Uppland deposit -
bracelet, 2 178.1 cat. 1321b
Nisby, Oland bracelet, 1 deposit | C1b-C2 gold neck ring W%th loop-shaped 191.72 cat. 1093a, fig. 79
terminal
Burs, Gotland bracelet, 1 deposit C1b-C2 2x g"lfi arm ring UG B gold 181.69 cat. 1185¢
neck ring with loop-shaped terminal
bracelet/neck ring, 2 191.3 cat. 1320c
Viistra Rickeby, .
Uppland " | bracelet/neck ring, 2 | deposit C - 191.3 cat. 1320b
neck ring, 2 177.2 cat. 1320a
Kleva, Oland bracelet, 2 deposit © gold “Kolben” bracelet 191.58 cat. 1071b
Skedstad, Oland bracelet, 2 deposit fragments of gold “Kolben” bracelet(s) 2.85 cat. 1004a
Asarve, Gotland bracelet, 2 deposit C - 120.16 cat. 1174b
e fragments of twisted gold neck ring
Dalb(a;&tlr; is ;kem’ bracelet, 2 deposit C1-C2 with fastening of type A after 149.6 cat. 1160a
M.]. PrRzYBYEA (2007)
bracelet. 2 fragments of gold “Kolben” bracelet;
Skedstad, Oland (in iece’s) deposit C gold wires; gold finger ring; fragments | 2.85/ 1.554 cat. 1004
P of scrap gold
: neck ring, 2 185.9 cat. 1134c, fig. 87
V_,LDI Lla Rgfteis, d deposit C2-C3 gold “Kolben” bracelet
ataker, Gotlan bracelet, 2 183.4 cat. 1134a, fig. 87
bracelet, 2 174.8 cat. 1003g
bracelet, 2 204.5 cat. 1003f
bracelet, 2 181.95 cat. 1003d
Skeg:m(‘)isse, bog deposit | C2-C3 -
an bracelet, 2 187.6 cat. 1003b
bracelet, 2 182.5 cat. 1003e
bracelet, 2 184.6 cat. 1003¢
Ramsgérden, .
Vastergotland finger ring, 3 grave C2 - 28.1 cat. 1285
fragments of bronze fittings of
Virnhem, Gotland, . cremation Cl1 drinking horn (rim fitting of type
grave 10 finger ring, 2 grave (C1b?) | AN K.6, fragments of profiled chain >85 cat. 1230
links, rivets); glass fragment
finger ring, 3 13 cat. 1311f
neck ring, 2 inhumation 2x E58; E81-82; E189; 2x silver 145.5 cat. 1311c¢
Tuna, Vastmanland rave, F (?) C2 spoon; 2x gold pin B.124; 2x glass
bracelet, 2 grave, £ 12 bead; gilded circular applique 87 cat. 1311d
bracelet, 2 78.85 cat. 1311e
Godker, Uppland, finger ring, 2 inhumation C1b-C2 javelin head I 6; spear head I 26 9.7 cat. 1336
grave VIII grave, M
Hallkista Ryd 281, finger ring, 2 inhumation C1b }?ezgﬁulrélt'y'zseﬁiel? EZ;ZaIrIGFJiSOS;ﬁStIt);arS - M. Rascr 1991, 60-61,
Oland, grave 73 8 & grave, M ) ’ & 99-102

Fig. 41. Hoards and grave inventories containing rings of groups 1-3in Gotland, Oland, and mainland Sweden.

Ryc. 41. Skarby i zespoty grobowe ze ztotymi obreczami grup 1-3z Gotlandii, Olandii i Szwecji kontynentalnej.
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is 1.9 cm™, which might suggest a female ornament, but
the diameter of the second finger ring - 2.2 cm - cor-
responds better with dimensions of finger rings worn
by men (cf. Fig. 36).

It needs to be emphasised once again that in the west-
ern part of the central Baltic area gold rings of the dis-
cussed type rarely occur in sepulchral contexts. Apart
from the grave from Tuna mentioned above, these are
three grave assemblages originating from Gotland,
Oland, and Uppland, respectively, in which finger rings of
group 2, typical of these areas, occurred. Dated to phase
C1, grave 10 from Virnhem in Gotland is a cremation
burial, which means that the extant inventory should be
seen as most likely incomplete. Along with the finger
ring of subgroup 2B burned in pyre, there were bronze
drinking horn fittings, including pieces decorated with
embossed geometric patterns, and a glass fragment, pos-
sibly from an imported vessel”. Grave 73 from Ryd in
Oland is a male inhumation burial in a stone cist, with
elements of weaponry belonging to J. Ilkjaer’s group 7
(spearhead and javelin head, shield rim fittings) and with
a pair of three-armed stirrups of U. Giesler’s variant A*.
The relatively small diameter of the finger ring (1.8 cm)
might in this case suggest a juvenile individual (cf. finger
ring diameters in Fig. 36). Another male inhumation fur-
nished with weapons of J. Ilkjeer’s group 7 (a spearhead
and a javelin head) was chamber grave VIII under stone
pavement from Godéker in Uppland”. All these burials
should likely be linked with representatives of broadly
understood upper strata of local societies.

The second area distinguished here covers the west-
ern part of mainland Sweden, understood as the terri-
tories of Bohusldn, Vistergotland, Narke, the western
part of Smaéland, and Scania. Gold rings discovered in
this area include rings of group 2, typical of the western
central Baltic area, as well as those of group 3, both in
variants typical of Zealand and in variants typical of Jut-
land and western Norway. In the discussed area, rings of
group 2 occur singly along the coasts of Scania (2 pcs)
and Bohusldn (2 pcs), and unfortunately these are un-
contexted finds. Except for one artefact from Bohuslin,
all the others are large rings. The finger ring from Bo-
huslan (Solhems Mellan) has a diameter of 1.6 cm, which
argues for its attribution to female costume.

Also from the western coast of mainland Sweden -
from Bohusldn and Halland - single finger rings of sub-

% Although in the photo published by M. STENBERGER (1956, fig. 5)
this finger ring is deformed, so it is not easy to say whether the recon-
structed diameter matches the real one.

7 K. ANDERSSON 1993a, 221, cat. 1230.

% M. RascH 1991, 60-61, 99-102; cf. U. GIESLER 1978.

* G. EkHOLM 1925, 332-334, fig. 166-171; 1927, 123-126, fig. 4-7;

62 K. ANDERSSON 2016, 55-65, 82-85, fig. 37-39.

group 3M are known, typical of Jutland and western Nor-
way. They are all stray finds. In terms of diameters, one of
them - the finger ring from Stora Bratton (1.9 cm) - can
probably be linked with female costume'”, while the di-
ameter of the finger ring from Harplinge (2 cm) allows
linking it either with male or female costume'".

Zealandic variants of finger rings of group 3 are
known from Vistergétland and the adjacent western
Smaland. Among four such specimens discovered there,
only one was found in a grave, while the rest are stray
finds. This grave did not contain any other elements
indicative of the high social position of the deceased
(Ramsgarden, burial in a stone cist'*?). However, it is
worth noting that in phases C1b-C3 the richest burials
in Vistergotland contained only single items of dress
or Roman imports associated in the archaeological lit-
erature with high status. These burials cannot compare
with lavish furnishings known from elite burials in
some other regions of northern European Barbaricum,
but they nevertheless stand out among other Viéstergét-
land graves. The diameter does not allow us to unam-
biguously interpret the finger ring as a male or female
ornament (2.0 cm)'”. As for the finger rings found as
strays, their diameters suggest they were worn by men
(Hangsdala and Erkeryd - cf. Fig. 36). It is worth add-
ing here that a female burial from phase C2 containing
a rosette brooch of group 3A typical of Zealand is also
known from Vistergétland, which further emphasises
the connections among elites from the two regions dur-
ing the Late Roman Period (Rumpegarden'™).

3.6.7. Finland

Five gold rings are known from Finland, of which one
belongs to group 1 and the rest belong to group 2. In
terms of style, these artefacts reveal clear connections
with similar objects known from the western part of the
central Baltic area (of which as many as four are large
rings). Two rings from Finland were found in graves,
and the others are stray finds. A bracelet from crema-
tion grave I from Isokyld-Katajamiki had been broken
before it was put into pyre'” (Fig. 42:5). This means it
was subjected to a similar treatment as some gold rings
from graves in south-western Norway'®. It is worth add-
ing that also in this case we are dealing with a female
grave inventory ranking relatively high on the local

1 K. ANDERSSON 1993a, 224, cat. 1247.

101 K. ANDERSSON 1993a, 184, cat. 982.

' K.E. SAHLSTROM 1932, 88, fig. 105.

103 K. ANDERSSON 1993a, 228, cat. 1285.

1% K.E. SAHLSTROM 1932, 84-85, 186, cat. 31, fig. 100, 101; ML.J. Przy-
BYLA 2018b, 838-839, cat. 413, fig. 3/31.

1% M. SCHAUMAN-LONNQVIST 1988, 33-37, fig. 31; H. REIERSEN 2018.
106 1, REIERSEN 2018, 44.
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Fig. 42. Inventory of grave I from Isokyld-Katajamaki (Finland). 1-4, 6-10 - bronze, 5 - gold, 11-13 - silver, 14 — iron.

After: M. SCHAUMAN-LONNQVIST 1988.

Ryc. 42. Inwentarz grobulz Isokyld-Katajamédki (Finlandia). 1-4, 6-10 - braz, 5 - zloto, 11-13 - srebro, 14 - Zelazo.

Wg: M. SCHAUMAN-LONNQVIST 1988.

scale of grave wealth. Given these two circumstances,
the deliberate destruction of the artefact from Isokyld-
Katajaméki can be given the same interpretation as in
other such cases'”".

The second ring comes from the site of Isokyld-Keto-
haka 2. It is a group 2 finger ring originating from a poor-
ly documented grave, or rather a few cremations, from
phases C2-C3. The inventory retrieved from that place
includes artefacts typical of both female and male models
of grave furnishing'”. The finger ring has a diameter of
1.4x1.6 cm, which allows us to link it with female attire'”.
However, unlike the bracelet from grave I at Isokyla-
Katajamaki, this artefact had not been damaged before
placing it into a funeral pyre.

3.6.8. Southern periphery of the snake
rings’ range
The gold ring ornaments discussed in this study inciden-
tally occur in Central Europe in areas representing vari-
ous cultural traditions: in the lower Weser basin, in the
Harz foothills, in Thuringia, in Lower Lusatia and Rugia,
in the lower Vistula basin, and in the Podlasie region. In
all these areas they are culturally foreign elements.
Among the finds from Germany, three or four rings
come from graves, one comes from a deposit in a dry
environment, three come from one bog deposit, and the
rest are stray finds. All three rings known from Central
Germany come from sepulchral contexts, although only

' H. REIERSEN 2018, 44.

1% M. SCHAUMAN-LONNQVIST 1988, 44-47, fig. 44.

' E.M. Kivikoskr 1973, 26, pl. 17:125; M. SCHAUMAN-LONNQVIST
1988, 44-47, tig. 44; K. ANDERSSON 1993a, 245, cat. 1369.

one of them was part of a well-documented grave inven-
tory: a bracelet of subgroup 2C, retrieved from grave 2 at
Emersleben, dated to phase C2'"°. Grave 2 is the burial of
a man aged 20-30 years, and it ranks among the richest
Late Roman Period burials in Central Germany''". It rep-
resents group 2b, which means the upper range within the
six-point wealth scale developed by J. Bemmann for male
burials of that period known from Central Germany'".
Apart from the presence of the bracelet in question, the
grave stands out from other inhumation burials in the
region, typically oriented N-S, by its orientation along
the W-E axis and by the presence of a timber setting of
the grave chamber'".

Another bracelet of subgroup 2B is known from Flur-
sted, and it probably originates from a damaged grave
(grave 2)", which is also the case with a finger ring of
group 3A found in Helmsdorf'”. Both these artefacts
have been lost. We can therefore conclude that the gold
rings of Scandinavian type known from Central Ger-
many represent artefacts typical on one hand of the

" The inner diameter of the ring from grave 2 is 6.54x6.05 cm
(B. ScHMIDT, J. BEMMANN 2008, 25). For comparison, the pair of
bracelets from the burial of a female aged 40-50 years at Himlingoje,
Preesto amt, grave 2/1949, have diameters of 5.3x6.5 and 5.8x7.0 cm
(U. LuND HANSEN ET ALIT 1995, 155-156).

"W, ScHuLz 1952, 109-114, fig. 14-25, pl. 22; B. ScHMIDT 1982, 6/
1-4; B. SCHMIDT, ]. BEMMANN 2008, 24-26, pl. 12-15.

127 BEMMANN 2001, 67, 69.

'3 ] BEMMANN 2001, 60-61; ]. BEMMANN, H.-U. Voss 2007, 159, 166.
"' A. GOTzE, P. HOFER, P. ZscHIESCHE 1909, 296, pl. 20:302; W. SCHULZ
1933, 49, pl. 22:6; 1952, 122, pl. 32:1; B. SCHMIDT, ]. BEMMANN 2008,
151, pl. 206/148:2.

"5 W. ScruLz 1933,49, pl. 22:5; 1952, pl. 31:2; B. SCHMIDT, J. BEMMANN
2008, 58-59, pl. 55/56:5.
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western part of the central Baltic area, and on the other
of Zealand.

A stray find of a subgroup 3M finger ring from Tol-
stedt in north-western Germany, an artefact typical of Jut-
land and western Norway, was probably also an element
of grave furnishing. However, there are no precise data
available concerning the chronology of sepulchral finds
recorded in its vicinity. The diameter of 1.7-1.85 cm sug-
gests interpreting the finger ring as a female ornament''®
(cf. Fig. 36). Such finger rings belong to one of several
categories of artefacts known from female burials in the
lower Elbe and Weser basins that point to connections of
these areas with Jutland during the Late Roman Period""”’.

As mentioned, gold snake rings also occur in the
context of weapon deposits and deposits in dry envi-
ronments. To the first category belong a 3A finger ring
(typical of Zealand) and two bracelets of subgroup 2D
(probably connected with the western part of the central
Baltic area) found in the deposit at Thorsberg bog. These
artefacts should most likely be associated with male at-
tire and therefore counted among other spectacular ob-
jects discovered in this site, linked with elite members of
a defeated group of warriors. Like many other objects in
this site, the bracelets were ritually damaged. As for the
gold finger ring, which has been lost, no relevant infor-
mation is available'".

The hoard from Cottbus in eastern Germany, was dis-
covered in a dry environment. It is a quite an unusual
find as compared with other Late Roman Period depos-
its known from Central Europe. Apart from a bracelet
of subgroup 2K typical of the western part of the central
Baltic area, the hoard contained three gold Kolben brace-
lets and a rolled-up gold neck-ring with a plain hoop and
pear shaped clasp - a form typical of the middle Elbe and
Oder basins'”. All these objects represent artefact catego-
ries interpreted as insignia (cf. Chapter 1). In Central Eu-
rope such artefacts typically occur among grave furnish-
ings. This along with the presence of the 2K bracelet and
other artefacts interpretable as insignia (like the Kolben
bracelets and the neck-ring with a pear-shaped clasp) and
the treatment of the neck-ring, strengthen the impres-
sion of the Cottbus hoard’s similarity to deposits from
that period known from Gotland and Oland (cf. Fig. 41).

As mentioned, single ring ornaments of the discussed
type also occur in sepulchral contexts in the lower Vistula
basin and in Podlasie, part of territories occupied at that
time by the Wielbark Culture. All these rings are forms

' G. WEGNER 1990, 27-28, fig. 1, 2.

17 M.]. PRzYBYLA 2018b, 306; M.]. PRZYBYZA, E. RYDZEWsKA 2019.

¥ R. BLANKENFELDT 2013a, 59, fig. 8; 2013b, 34-35, fig. 5; 2015, 191~
200.

" A. LEUBE 1975, 112, fig. 12; W. MENGHIN 2007, 277-278, cat. 0.4.

showing strong connections with the western part of the
central Baltic area'”’.

They are a bracelet of subgroup 1B from an inhuma-
tion grave from Komorowo (eastern Pomerania)'”, dat-
ed to phase Clb; fragments of a bracelet or finger ring
of subgroup 1B from a female cremation burial dated
to phase Clb from Pilipki (north-eastern Poland)'?,
and a finger ring of subgroup 2I'*’ from a female cre-
mation burial dated to phase C2, under barrow 1 at
Szpaki (north-eastern Poland)'**. All these three buri-
als represent high standards of furnishings in the Wiel-
bark Culture. Apart from the bracelet, the grave from
Komorowo also contained two gold finger rings, a pair
of bronze stirrups adorned with beaded wire, bronze
belt fittings and a brooch, drinking horn fittings, frag-
ments of a provincial Roman set consisting of a scoop
and a strainer, and a set of ceramic vessels'*. The grave
from Pilipki contained fragments of a gold bracelet of
the Pomeranian type, an obliquely grooved cauldron,
a gold lunula and S-clasp, two gold settings for stone or
glass inlays, and a lignite ring'*. The grave from Szpa-
ki contained, among other objects, fragments of a large
gold ring, a bronze omega-shaped buckle, two gems from
Roman finger rings, glass and amber beads, fragments
of a comb, and fragments of four ceramic vessels'””. The
burials from Komorowo and Szpaki, whose contexts are
well-documented, are distinguished by splendid grave
constructions. The former was found in a large pit with-
in a massive stone setting (4.8x1.5 m)'*, and the latter
was found in a pit which was large for a cremation bur-
ial (1.7x1.5 m) and was covered by an earthen mound
with a stone core'”.

With respect to the finger ring from Pilipki, it is worth
noting that it had been intentionally damaged by bend-
ing and cutting prior to being placed in the funeral pyre
(which was also the case with the gold bracelet of the
Pomeranian type), which resembles the situations re-

"% Fragments of a gold bracelet from grave 373 at Czarnéwko in Po-
merania interpreted in the literature as Scandinavian (M. MACZYNsKa,
D. RupNickaA 2004, 421-422), have not been included here, because
their more detailed analysis reveals that they are parts of a gold brace-
let of the Pomeranian type also belonging to this inventory (V. BELIA-
VETS, M.]. PRZYBYEA, S. VORONIATOV 2018, 165).

"I H. GUNTHER 1922, 100-109, pl. 4:1; G. Kossinna 1922, 110-138,
fig. 28.

2], OkuLicz 1970, 468-477, fig. 5; V.V. KroPOTKIN 1973, 331-336,
fig. 2; Z. L'vovNA, M. SHCHUKIN 1994, 64-65, fig. 1.71:g; V. BELIAVETS,
M.J. PRZYBYLA, S. VORONIATOV 2018, 158-162, 168-173, fig. 2:2.3, 6:4.
' Inner diameter of 1.95 cm.

"> K. RUSIN 2008, 297, fig. 4:1, 7; ]. JASKANIS 2012, 234, fig. 29.

' G. KossINNA 1922.

1 V.V. KROPOTKIN 1973.

177 K. RuSIN 2008.

" H. GONTHER 1922, 104-106, fig. 3-5.

12 K. RUsIN 2008, 295-296, fig. 2, 3.



corded by Hékon Reiersen in some burials with ring
ornaments in Norway, and also in Funen and southern
Finland™ (cf. above).

4. DISCUSSION

The results of the above analysis of Scandinavian gold
snake rings provide grounds for re-addressing the con-
cept briefly presented in the introduction. According to
this concept, during the Late Roman Period Zealand was
the predominant political centre in southern Scandina-
via, exerting some form of supremacy over territories
on the southern coast of the Baltic as well”' and even -
according to some researchers — over such distant areas
as nowadays western Ukraine and eastern Romania'*.
This relationship is sometimes described using a general
“centre-periphery” model, also applied to relationships
between the Roman Empire and Zealand"”. From this
perspective, the dominant position of Zealand mani-
fested itself through the distribution of prestige goods,
including Provincial Roman imports and splendid or-
naments. Among the latter are gold snake rings, inter-
preted as markers of social position or even of a political
rank within a system of personal hierarchical bonds'*.
One example of such interpretation of gold snake rings
is Ulla Lund Hansen’s classification of status indicators
among the highest Zealand elites of the Late Roman Pe-
riod, developed based on sepulchral materials from that
island"”. According this approach, people enjoying the
highest status were those whose burials were furnished
with a Kolben bracelet (thus far recorded only in single
male burials in Zealand). People of a slightly lower, de-
pendent status, are represented by burials with gold snake
bracelets, often accompanied by gold snake finger rings.
A still lower rank among elite burials is represented by
assemblages containing a gold snake finger ring and five
Roman imports (with some modifications, this model
was also adopted by Per Ethelberg'®).

Gold snake rings occur outside Zealand as well. In
such cases they are regarded as gifts for elites from oth-
er regions, and are interpreted as reflections of alliances

30 H. REIERSEN 2018.

311, HEDEAGER 1990, 130; 1992, 87-179; U. LUND HANSEN ET ALII
1995,203-212,374-384; P. ETHELBERG ET ALI1 2000, 145-169; B. STOR-
GAARD 2001, 96; 2003, 114.

132 B. STORGAARD 2001, 96; 2003, 114; U. Lunp HANSEN 2003, 357.
'3 For variants of this model see C. KiMMEL 2001.

134 1. HEDEAGER 1990, 130; 1992, 87-179; U. LuND HANSEN ET ALII
1995, 203-212, 374-384; P. ETHELBERG ET ALII 2000, 203-212, 374-
384; B. STORGAARD 2001; 2003.

135 U. LuNDp HANSEN ET ALII 1995, 374-384.

136 p ETHELBERG ET ALIT 2000, 151.
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constructed by Zealand elites'””. However, analysis of the

phylogenetic tree presented in this study demonstrates
that all five large gold rings discovered in the Stevns Pen-
insula find their closest analogies in ring ornaments from
Gotland, Oland, and the south-eastern part of the Scan-
dinavian Peninsula. It is worth emphasising here that
among the 66 known snake bracelets of the Scandinavi-
an type, as many as 41 come from the abovementioned
territories. In the cartographic analysis of distribution of
archaeological finds it is assumed that a concentration of
objects of a certain type in a certain territory very likely
indicates their provenance from that area. This line of in-
terpretation can also be accepted for the snake bracelets
in question, which means they should be seen as objects
typical of Gotland, Oland, and the south-eastern part of
the Scandinavian Peninsula. Referring this observation
to the model of interpretation of socio-political relation-
ships presented above, rather than those from Zealand,
these bracelets should therefore be seen as reflecting the
political activity of higher social classes from the western
part of the central Baltic area. Examples of similar rings
made of bronze are also known from this area'”, which
strengthens the argument for their local, central Baltic
provenance (cf. Chapter 3.5).

And so, the gold bracelet from the phase C1b grave
under barrow in Vallgby - the richest Late Roman Pe-
riod male burial in Zealand - finds the best analogies in
Oland and Gotland, and among other rings related to
specimens from these two islands (cf. Fig. 6, 10:6, 28, 43).
Similarly, the finger ring from male grave 1/1984 from
Himlinggje dated to phases C1b-C2a finds no analogy
in Zealand, but a few in central Sweden (cf. Fig. 6, 14:5,
29). The finger ring from grave 1 (dated to phase C1b)
at Gunnerupgard, the bracelet from grave 3/1977 (dated
to phase C2) at Himlinggje, and the neck-ring from male
grave A (dated to phase C3b) from Varpelev, also belong
to a branch of the tree that can be linked with the west-
ern part of the central Baltic area (cf. Fig. 6, 13:2, 16:7,
18:1). The same applies to the finger ring from the rich
male burial (dated to phase C1b) from Kirkebakkegard
in north-eastern Zealand, which finds the best parallel
in Oland (cf. Fig. 6, 11:1, 29, 43). Thus, all the large gold
snake rings known from graves in eastern Zealand, and
the three finger rings mentioned above, seem to be for-
eign artefacts. They occur in Zealand over the entire pe-
riod spanning phases C1b-C3b.

The only gold ring ornaments manufactured in Zea-
land are snake finger rings of Beckmann types 39a-c'*

137 L. HEDEAGER 1990, 130, 374-384; U. LuND HANSEN ET ALIT 1995,
203-212, 374-384; U. LunD HANSEN 2001; 2002, 41; P. ETHELBERG ET
ALIT 2000, 145-169; B. STORGAARD 2001, 96; 2003, 114.

¥ Ie. K. AyA 1979.

139 P ETHELBERG ET ALII 2000, 71.
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Site Sub-group Dating Sex Wealth classes
Kirkebakkegard, grave finger ring 1A C1b M 6
Vallgby, grave bracelet 1B C1b M 1
Gunnerupgird, grave 1 finger ring 2A Clb F? >9
Himlinggje, grave 1/1894 finger ring 2F C1b-C2a M 6
Himlinggje, grave 3/1977 bracelet 2] C2 M 6
Varpelev, grave A neck ring 2M C3b M 2

Fig. 43. Graves with bracelets and finger rings of groups 1 and 2 in Zealand, from phases C1b-C3.

Ryc. 43. Groby z bransoletami i pierScieniami grup 112z Zelandii, z faz C1b-C3.

(here: subgroups 3A-3K) (Fig. 6). They are the only arte-
facts with a demonstrable concentration in Zealand. The
formally earliest examples (subgroup 3A and 3B) show
a close connection with two gold snake bracelets from
the richest Late Roman Period female grave in Zealand,
i.e. grave 2/1949 from Himlinggje, dated to phase C2a'*’.
These bracelets, in turn, reveal close stylistic similarity to
bracelets known from the deposits at Tuna in Uppland**'
and Vestringe in Gotland'*, which belong to group 2
(cf. Fig. 39). This means that even this local Zealand sym-
bol of status can have its roots traced back to ring orna-
ments from the western part of the central Baltic area.

It should be emphasised once again that if we assume
that finger rings of subgroups 3A-3K were produced in
Zealand and were insignia of political power, and that
their distribution reflects building a network of social
hierarchies by Zealand elites, then, by the same token,
we have to accept that large rings discovered in graves
of Zealand elites of the Late Roman Period are material
evidence of their dependence on elites from the western
part of the central Baltic area.

In the perspective still prevailing in the literature and
positing the leading position of Zealand elites from the
Stevns region in Northern Europe, significant impor-
tance is attached to gold Kolben bracelets, interpreted
as an inter-regional marker of the highest status in Ger-
manic societies of the Late Roman and Migration Peri-
ods'”. Towards the end of the Pre-Roman Period and in
the Early Roman Period such artefacts occurred as sta-
tus markers in Sarmatian graves from the North Pontic
zone. The earliest example outside the nomadic milieu
was believed to be the mentioned male burial 1/1894

U, LuND HANSEN ET ALIT 1995, 156, fig. 4:28.

"I H. HILDEBRAND 1891, 139, fig. 25, 26.

2 0. ALMGREN, B. NERMAN 1923, 74, 149, pl. 24:368.

" 1. HEDEAGER 1990, 130; 1992, 87-179; U. LUND HANSEN ET ALII
1995,203-212; C. von CARNAP-BORNHEIM, J. ILKJZ&R 19964, 359-367;
U. Lunp HANSEN 2001; P. ETHELBERG ET ALII 2000, 145-169; B. STOR-
GAARD 2001, 96; 2003, 114, 116; N. Lau 2012, 55-60.

from Himlingeje dated to phases C1b—-C2a (which also
contained a finger ring of subgroup 2F typical of the west-
ern part of the central Baltic area)'*. As a consequence, it
was accepted that it was precisely eastern Zealand where
this symbol originating from the Sarmatian milieu was
first adopted in Northern and Central Europe'. How-
ever, the deposit from Bolarve in Gotland points to an-
other possibility. Apart from a gold Kolben bracelet, the
deposit also contained a gold snake ring of the Pomera-
nian type typical of phases B2b-Cla (type Wojcik ITI)".
Such a composition of the deposit indicates that it is
Gotland rather than Zealand that should be seen as the
area where gold Kolben bracelets appeared the earliest
within North European Barbaricum. The distribution
of other gold bracelets of the Pomeranian type, whose
role as status markers was most likely similar to that lat-
er played by gold snake rings, is also highly interesting.
As many as five of the nine known examples come from
Scandinavia, including four from Sweden, but none from
Zealand'"’. This pattern of distribution emphasises the
significant role that the territory of present-day Sweden
played in the interregional elite network from the very
beginnings of the Late Roman Period.

Itis also worth emphasising that apart from snake rings
of group 2, another artefact type dated to phases C1b and
C2 and regarded as status symbol - gold neck-rings with
twisted hoops and pear-shaped clasps - are also known
in relatively large numbers from the central Baltic area.
Like the earlier gold snake rings of the Pomeranian type,
these artefacts also reveal a clear link between the ter-
ritory of present-day Sweden (although with a different

' U. LuND HANSEN ET ALII 1995, 99-103, 149-150, fig. 4:17, 4:18,
pl. 13, 14.

45 C. vOoN CARNAP-BORNHEIM, J. ILKJ&R 19963, 364; U. LUND HANSEN
2001, 158-159; B. STORGAARD 2001, 103; N. LAau 2012, 55.

"6 TILLVAXTEN. STATENS HISTORISKA MUSEUM... 1920, 2, fig. 3, 4;
K. ANDERSSON 1993a, 209, fig. 209.

' M.J. PRzYBYEA 2018b, 643-646, fig. 17/28A; V. BELIAVETS, M.].
PRZYBYEA, S. VORONIATOV 2018, 166-167, table 2, fig. 4:A, 8.



focus of distribution) and the northern range of the Wiel-
bark Culture in its Cecele phase'*. Again, these artefacts
do not occur in Zealand.

The special position of Gotland, Oland and eastern
part of mainland Sweden is also reflected by the amount
of gold in the Late Roman Period, and by the patterns of
its distribution within these regions. The largest amount
of gold that, given the forms of artefacts made from this
raw material, can be linked with the period in question
comes from Gotland and Oland, followed by the east-
ern part of mainland Sweden, and Zealand and Funen
(Fig. 44:A). However, it needs to be emphasised that a sig-
nificant number of the distinctive forms known from
Funen cannot be dated before phase C3.

Moreover, there are observable differences between
present-day Denmark and the western part of the cen-
tral Baltic area in terms of patterns of distribution of gold
and manners of its deposition. While the amount of gold
known from Zealand is comparable to that known, for
example, from Oland, gold artefacts known from Zea-
land are typically small objects, while those known from
Oland, Gotland, and the eastern part of mainland Swe-
den are large (Fig. 44:B.C). Finger rings are much more
common in Zealand, and they can be found even in less
lavishly furnished graves, while in the western part of the
central Baltic area these are much more often bracelets
and neck-rings, and they are known from deposits and
stray finds, and only exceptionally from grave assem-
blages (cf. Fig. 41). In other words, the fragmentation
and dispersion of gold is much greater than in the west-
ern part of the central Baltic area. Referring to the mod-
el of prestige goods distribution, it can be assumed that
Zealand elites invested heavily in maintaining a strong,
consistent local system of hierarchical bonds by distrib-
uting gifts far down the social ladder on the island itself.
The distribution patterns recorded in the western part of
the central Baltic area suggest a much greater accumula-
tion of such goods in the hands of the highest elites, who
actively sought to build an extensive network of inter-
regional alliances.

Nevertheless, Zealand still stands out among other
regions in phases C1b—C2 with its very large number
of Provincial Roman imports (Fig. 44:D). These objects
played an immense role there in the manifestation of
prestige through burial rite. The richest graves of that
period in Zealand typically contain six to nine Provin-
cial Roman vessels, compared to one vessel on average in
Jutland and 0.3-1 in neighbouring Scania (cf. Fig. 37). It
is also worth noting that Zealandic graves representing
low standards of furnishing also contain 1-2 imported
vessels, which indicates their relative “cheapness” on

' J. ANDRZEJOWSKI 2014, 99, fig. 6.
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that island. According to the concept proposed by Ulla
Lund Hansen, Roman imports were redistributed from
the power centre in the Stevns Peninsula not only down
the social ladder within Zealand, but also among elites
from other regions'”.

The unique position of Zealand manifesting itself in
the availability of prestige resources is also clearly visible
in the metals used for manufacture of both large deco-
rative brooches and their smaller, more common forms.
Interestingly, constructional elements of Zealandic ro-
sette brooches from phases C1b-C2 are made of silver,
which makes them different from variants typical of
Jutland, where both the bow and the discs are made of
cheaper materials, i.e. copper alloys'*. The same applies
to early examples (dated to phase C2) of swastika brooch-
esin Zealand, whose base plates and other construction-
al elements are made of silver. The “cheapness” of silver
in Zealand during phases C1b and C2 is also confirmed
by the analysis of raw material used for making simple
brooch forms commonplace on that island. Among the
brooches of groups MP.II-1II predominant in Zealand
during that period, 54% are made of silver and the rest
of bronze (Fig. 45:A). For brooches MPIIA characteristic
of phases C1b and C2a, as many as 83% are silver piec-
es, and the rest are made of copper alloys”' (Fig. 45:B).
This is in striking contrast to analogical proportions re-
corded for Jutland, where silver brooches MP.II-III make
up only 21% of the total (Fig. 45:C). The same share was
recorded for the most typical brooch type in Jutland in
phases C1b-C2, namely brooches MP.IIIB'"* (Fig. 45:D).

Although more recent studies on metal elements of
rich female attire in Scandinavia show that many ele-
ments previously linked with Zealand should actually be
associated with other regions, it is still very likely that the
decorative items of typically Zealandic attire, like rosette
brooches, provided inspiration for analogical brooches
in other regions of Scandinavia (Jutland and Bornholm
in particular)'®. This would point to a significant posi-
tion of Zealand elites, reflected by the adoption of their
manners of self-presentation by elites from other regions
of Northern Europe. This can be explained in terms of
prestige-driven imitation'>.

In the context of rich female attire from phases Clb
and C2, it is worth noting that the majority of brooches
with runic inscriptions from that period have been found

9 U. LunD HANSEN 1987, 222-224, ﬁg. 143; 1988, 158-161, fig. 1,2;
1989, 178-185, fig. 14, 15.

*0U. LuND HANSEN, M.J. PRzYBYEA 2010, 249-259; M.]. PRZYBYLA
2018b, 30-90.

U ML.J. PRzYBYLA 2018a, 140-142, 189-191, fig. 95.

> M.J. PrRzYBYEA 2018a, 140-142, fig. 95.

153 ML.J. PRzYBYRA 2018b, 592, 595.

34 M.J. PRzYBYLA 2018b, 587.
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in Zealand. Those found outside Zealand are most of-
ten forms typical of that island'*. The function of these
inscriptions remains under discussion, but the fact that
the writing appears here in connection with objects be-

%> M.J. PRzYBYEA 2015.

Zealand: Fibulae MP.II-I
(total: 179)

54%

>

Jutland: Fibulae MP.II-III
(total: 254)

C
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longing to the female world is highly interesting in itself,
given that most of the other known examples are con-
nected with the male world.

If we assume that gold bracelets, neck rings, and finger
rings form the axis guiding our reconstruction of political
networks in Northern Europe, we may ask why exactly

Zealand: Fibulae MP.IIA
(total: 64)

83%

w

Jutland: Fibulae MP.IIIB
(total: 149)

Fig. 45. Proportions of brooches of groups MPII and III made of silver, bronze, and ironin Zealand and Jutland

(based on: M.]. PRzyBYEA 2018a).

Ryc. 45. Proporcje srebrnych, brazowych i zelaznych zapinek grup MPIIi1llz Zelandii i Jutlandii

(na podstawie: M.J. PRzZYBYEA 2018a).

<<

<

Fig. 44. Northern Europe in the Late Roman Period (160-375 CE): A — amount of gold found in particular regions (based on:

K. ANDERSSON 1993a); B — number of large gold objects in proportion to small gold objects in particular regions (based on:

K. ANDERSSON 1993a); C - coefficient of gold division in particular regions: number of small objects divided by number of large objects
(the smaller the score, the smaller the dispersion of gold into small objects); D — number of imported Provincial Roman vessels in particular

regions (based on: U. LuND HANSEN 1987).

Ryc. 44. Pétnocna Europa w poznym okresie wplywow rzymskich (160-375 n.e.): A - ilos¢ zlota znalezionego w poszczegolnych regionach
(na podstawie: K. ANDERSSON 1993a); B - liczba duzych przedmiotéw ztotych w stosunku do liczby matych przedmiotéw ztotych

w poszczegdlnych regionach (na podstawie: K. ANDERSSON 1993a); C — proporcje zlota w poszczegdlnych regionach: liczba przedmiotéw
malych w stosunku do liczby przedmiotéw duzych (im nizszy wspélczynnik, tym mniejsze rozproszenie zlota na przedmioty mate);

D - liczba importowanych naczyn rzymskich w poszczegélnych regionach (na podstawie: U. LuND HANSEN 1987).
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Zealand seems to have had the strongest contacts with the
Roman Empire, and not for example Gotland or Oland.
The simplest explanation may be distance. If, however,
this is indeed so, then there are also other, less distant
candidates for such a position, and the question of why
remains. Another two explanations offered in the litera-
ture are trade with the Roman Provinces and diplomatic
contacts. The first explanation assumes that the people
of Zealand had something attractive to offer to Roman
partners in exchange. This may have been amber, furs,
honey, meat, or grain'*, but this argument is not partic-
ularly strong, since amber does not occur profusely in
Zealand"™ and the other goods mentioned in this context
could be accessed even more easily closer to the borders.
The alternative explanation explores a possibility that the
abundance of Roman imports in Zealand stems from its
cliental dependence on the Roman Empire'*. One may
point here to a similar kind of relationship binding elites
of barbarian tribes living beyond the limes with the Ro-
man administration. The question arises, however: what
kind of benefits might an alliance with such a distant and
weak political entity provide for the Romans? After all,
Rome did not choose the strongest partner in the region.
One could even risk saying that it was only the stronger
ties with the Roman Empire that actually created the im-
portance of Zealand, an area which in the Early Roman
period remained rather on the periphery of the distribu-
tion of Provincial Roman imports in Northern Europe'”.

Trying to answer this question one could point to-
wards a hypothetical alteration of Roman percep-
tion of the political situation after the Marcomannic
Wars — which is the time when the East Zealandic cen-
tre of power seems to have come into existence. Since we
know that the Romans sought to figure out the ultimate
causes of the conflict, which were identified by their
historians as the migration of the Langobards and Obii
southwards'®’, we may suppose that in the aftermath they
could have sought to control the balance of power among
the North European tribes to avoid further escalations
of local wars in future. It is worth mentioning here that
some archaeological evidence exists to suggest that the
Marcomannic conflict at the Roman borders was part
ofbroader - and probably sometimes violent — processes
involving population movements, initiated somewhere
within the western and central Baltic area and the Jut-

land Peninsula'™'.

156 B, STORGAARD 2001, 100-102.

7 ML.J. PRzYBYEA, E. RyDZEWsKa 2019.

158 B. STORGAARD 2001, 100-104; 2003, 118; T. GRANE 2007; 2011.
159 D. LIVERSAGE 1980; B. STORGAARD 2001, 96.

1 B, STORGAARD 2001, 102-104.

' K. GoprowskI 1982; 1984; 1994, 65; E. WEBER 1994; P. KEHNE
1994; G. DOBESCH 1994.

One archaeological example could be the displace-
ment of the Wielbark Culture, initially towards the west
and south and later towards eastern Poland and west-
ern Ukraine'®”. There are grounds to suppose that peo-
ple from Vistergotland, Ostergotland, Uppland, eastern
Scania, and Gotland played some role in this process. This
is suggested by single finds of snake bracelets of the Po-
meranian type (including gold specimens) in these ter-
ritories, which are also known from sites situated close to
the Middle Danubian limes'®. In the context of a south-
eastern direction of connections, one could consider the
role of elites from the western part of the central Baltic
area in settlement transformations (involving migrations)
affecting the Wielbark Culture.

Connections between the western part of the central
Baltic area and the Wielbark milieu, and among other
cultural areas as well, remain evident in phases C1b and
C2, manifesting themselves through the distribution of
some types of gold ring ornaments. With respect to the
Wielbark Culture, one can recall here the presence of
single burials with gold snake bracelets or finger rings
representing group 2 (cf. Chapter 3.6.8), or with twisted
gold neck-rings with pear-shaped clasps.'** These finds
come from the territory east of the lower course of the
Vistula, from the Chelmno and Itawa Lake Districts, from
Podlasie, and from the Lubusz Land region (cf. Fig. 30,
46). It is impossible to determine whether they indicate
a physical presence in these areas of representatives of
elites from Gotland, Oland, or south-eastern mainland
Sweden, or they rather reflect prestige exchange or dis-
tribution of gifts. Given the migratory nature of trans-
formations taking place within the Wielbark Culture at
the turn of the Early and Late Roman Periods and in the
Late Roman Period, one should perhaps consider this
first possibility.'” While noting the presence in the Wiel-

12 H. MACHAJEWSKI 1980; J. SCHUSTER 1996; 2005, 100-119; K. Gop-
EOWSKI, J. OKULICZ 1981, 50-52; K. GOoDrOWSKI 1984, 329-331; 1993,
66; T. DABROWSKA 1981; J. ANDRZEJOWSKI 1989; 2004; V. BIERBRAUER
1992,17-18; 1994, 67-70; A. CIESLINSKI, W. NowaKOowsKI 2005, 257.
13 Cf. above; V. BELIAVETS, M.]. PRzYBYLA, S. VORONIATOV 2018,
173-176, fig. 8.

' The grave from Dobrocin/Gross Bestendorf (W. GAERTE 1926, 310-
315, pl. 2), the damaged grave from Szlemno/Garnseedorf (E. BLUME
1912, 88) and probably grave R433 from Czarnéwko (J. ANDRZE-
Jowsk1 2014, 112-113, fig. 12). To these finds one should probably add
aneck-ring from the grave from Gestowice/ Tammendorf. This artefact
has been linked with the Luboszyce Culture (J. ANDRZEJOWSKI 2014,
105-107, fig. 4:d). However, using a more dynamic model of cultural
transformations on the middle Oder River proposed by Jan Schuster
(which in my opinion is convincing: J. SCHUSTER 2005, 100-125), this
neck-ring can be linked with the episode of Wielbark Culture occupa-
tion recorded in that area.

' Another two twisted neck-rings with pear-shaped clasps come from
graves dated to phase C1 discovered in sites linked with the Przeworsk
Culture (J. ANDRZEJOWSKI 2014, 96-99, 112-114, fig. 1).



bark milieu of gold rings typical of the western part of
the central Baltic area, it is also worth emphasising the
absence of rings linkable with Zealand (finger rings B.39)
or with the Jutland-Norway area (finger rings B.18). They
are rare in the central Baltic area as well.

In conclusion, it can be assumed that while Zea-
land was probably not the strongest political power in
the Baltic Sea region in the middle of the second cen-
tury, this may have been precisely the reason why the
island, or rather its elites, were the exact target of the
Roman foreign policy. Following this line of reasoning,
we can assume that the Roman Empire was the source
of Zealand’s special position at the turn of the second
and third centuries, and that the Romans made Zea-
land important in order to create a counterweight to
the old “big fishes” of local, circum-Baltic politics. The
distribution of some of the golden objects listed above
suggests that at least some of these major actors should
be sought among populations of Oland, Gotland, and
eastern mainland Sweden.

The occurrence of gold rings of groups 1 and 2 in Late
Roman Period grave assemblages connected with the
east Zealandic centre of power reveals another, western
direction of influences exerted by elites from the west-
ern central Baltic area. These influences are evident even
further to the west, in the Jutland Peninsula. In northern
Jutland they are evidenced by a gold snake bracelet of
group 2 found in one of the richly furnished graves from
the Vendsyssel region (cf. Chapter 3.6.2; Fig. 15:4). Single
finger rings of the same group are also known from Him-
merland and Sehejlandet (Fig. 13:3.10, 29). The presence
of these artefacts may reflect the efforts of west central
Baltic elites to establish diplomatic contacts with the lo-
cal elites. The reason for establishing such contacts may
have been an interest (perhaps episodic) in temporary
or more prolonged usage of Limfjord as a route leading
to the west. Single finds of ring ornaments typical of the
western part of the central Baltic known from south-
eastern and south-western Scania, Bornholm, and north-
eastern Funen can perhaps be linked with another, more
easterly section of the same route (Fig. 46).

Gold snake rings of group 2 connected with the west-
ern part of the central Baltic area, as well as gold twisted
neck-rings with pear-shaped clasps, also occur singly in
deposits of weapons and equestrian equipment in the
east of the Jutland Peninsula (Thorsberg, Illerup Platz A,
Porskjeer)'®. Their presence in that region may indicate
(although not necessarily - for a different interpreta-
tion see below) that the interest in the Jutland Peninsula

' K. RADDATZ 1957, 120, pl. 19:1.2.7; C. von CARNAP-BORNHEIM,
J. ILKJ£R 19964, 160, 172, fig. 138; A. NORGARD JORGENSEN 2008, 63,
181, fig. C115.
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shown by elites from the west central Baltic area might
have taken forms other than peaceful. Dress items oc-
curring in these deposits indicate that invading armies,
whose belongings were buried as deposits, were not mon-
olithic groups originating from one specific area within
Barbaricum. They were rather bands of warriors bound
by alliances, originating from different places (including
from Jutland itself)'””. Therefore, the mentioned bracelets
and neck-rings found in bog deposits in Jutland may just
reflect participation of elites from the west-central Baltic
area in these failed military enterprises, not necessarily
their leading role. The territory of Jutland may have been
the ultimate target of this military activity, or just a stage
on the route taken by such mixed contingents. From such
a perspective, these events may be seen as elements of
a broader phenomenon, one that resulted, among other
things, in the consolidation of large tribal unions in the
3 century CE and their devastating raids on Roman
provinces, recorded by ancient written sources'®.

On the other hand, the presence of artefacts originat-
ing from various parts of Scandinavia in the deposits in
question may stem from a local, Jutlandic conflict over
power in the region, in which allies from neighbour-
ing regions were involved. This could explain the dis-
covery — in some of the deposits - of richly decorated
weapons and personal equipment of warriors, which in
terms of decoration find good analogies among brooches
known from female graves in Jutland and among belts
from rich burials discovered in the eastern part of Sch-
leswig-Holstein, near the Bay of Kiel'”.

Discussing the connections between the west central
Baltic area and this part of Northern Europe it is also
worth mentioning a cemetery from Neudorf-Bornstein
near the Bay of Kiel, where rich grave assemblages dated
to phases C1b-C3 were found'. The site lies within the
area encompassing Angeln and territories adjoining it
from the south and the west, occupied by a local cultural
group revealing traits characteristic of the northern Elbe
Germanic cultural circle, with certain elements indica-
tive of contacts with Funen and with the South Jutland
group'”. Two burials from Neudorf-Bornstein contained
gold neck-rings interpretable as markers of high social
position. One of the neck-rings, from grave 7 dated to

17 G. BEMMANN, J. BEMMANN 1998, 310-311; P. ETHELBERG ET ALII
2000, 109-111, 160-161; M.]. PRzyBYEA 2018b, 614-615, 619; this has
recently been also noted by XEN1A PAULI JENSEN (2011, 41-44) in the
context of the bog site at Vimose.

168 R. WENSKUS 1961, 494-551; A. GENRICH 1970; G. ALFOLDI 1978.
19 M.]. PRZYBYLA 2018b, 263-265, 284-286, 479-483, 485-486, 614—
615,619, ﬁg. 9/4:2,10/13, 15/46.

7" H., STEINERT 1968; G. SCHAFER 1968; 1975a; 1975b; C. vON CARNAP-
BorNHEIM 2002, 15-16, 23; 2003, 240-242; A. ABEGG-WIGG 2008.
7' A. GENRICH 1970, 108-109; J. BEMMANN 1999, 23.
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Fig. 46. Sea routes in the western part of the Baltic Sea basin (after A. JoRGENSEN & T. NYBERG 1992), plotted against distribution of large (a)
and small (b) gold rings of groups 1 and 2, gold Kolben rings (c), and twisted gold neck rings with pear-shaped clasp (d). White marks — bog
deposits; shadow — western part of the Central Baltic zone.

Ryc. 46. Szlaki morskie w zachodniej czesci basenu Morza Baltyckiego (wg A. JORGENSENA i T. NYBERGA 1992), na tle rozprzestrzenienia
duzych (a) i matych (b) ztotych obreczy grup 11 2, ztotych obreczy kolbowatych (c) oraz zlotych tordowanych naszyjnikéw z gruszkowatymi
zapieciami (d). Symbole otwarte - znal. bagienne; zacieniono zacodnig czeé¢ strefy sSrodkowobaltyckiej.



phase C2, is twisted and has a pear-shaped clasp, repre-
senting a type characteristic of centres of power situated
in the western part of the central Baltic area'””. The neck-
ring may have found its way to the shores of the Bay of
Kiel due to distribution or exchange of prestige objects,
for example as a gift to a local nobleman connected with
maintaining diplomatic contacts. This territory may have
been part of a route important for elites from the western
part of the central Baltic area. This hypothesis is poten-
tially supported by other ring ornaments associated with
west central Baltic centres of power discovered along this
hypothetical route: in Bornholm,'” the Stevns region in
Zealand,"* Lolland,'” and south-eastern Funen.'”® Such
a course of the route seems to be also corroborated by lat-
er data concerning the network of medieval sea routes in
the western Baltic Sea'”’. The south-western direction of
interests shown by west-central Baltic elites is evidenced
by single examples of gold snake bracelets of group 2
known from Saxony-Anhalt, Thuringia, and Lower Lu-
satia (cf. Fig. 29, 46).

This picture of contacts maintained by elites from the
western part of the central Baltic area naturally provokes
questions about the cause or causes of establishing such
long-distance connections. Some part of the answer may
be the attractive force of the main cultural and economic
centre of Europe at the time, meaning the Roman Em-
pire. In the 3" and 4™ century CE, ancient written sources
report increased frequency of barbarian raids on prov-
inces of the Roman Empire, and consolidation of large
tribal unions like the Alemmani, Francs, and Saxons'’®.
Roman authors are very vague as to the genesis of these
tribal unions. As a result, they are often regarded in the
subject literature as amalgams of different populations
previously mentioned by ancient authors in the areas
where such unions formed. This interpretation also draws
on archaeological data concerning the cultural character
and stability (or instability) of settlement structures in
these areas. In the light of archaeological evidence, it can
be assumed that the processes leading to the formation
of these tribal unions could also involve people coming
from the north.

"> G. SCHAFER 1968, 57; 1975b, 111, fig. 3; A. ABEGG-WIGG 2008, 282.
' Neck-ring from Sorte Muld - C. voN CARNAP-BORNHEIM, J. [LKJZER
19964, 356, fig. 229; 1996b, 267.

'7* Snake bracelets of groups 1 and 2: Valleby, Himlinggje, grave 3/1977,
Varpelev, grave A. Finger rings of group 2: Himlinggje, grave 1/1984,
Gunnerupgird, grave 1 - cf. Fig. 6, with references.

"% Neck-ring from Erikstrup — K. ANDERSSON 19934, cat. 287; C. VON
CARNAP-BORNHEIM, J. ILKJER 19964, 354, fig. 229; 1996b, 267.

76 Bracelet from Mollegardsmarken cemetery - L. JORGENSEN, P. VANG
PETERSEN 1998, 161, fig. 121, 122.

7 0. CRUMLIN-PEDERSEN 1987, 112-116, fig. 8; 1998, 27, fig. 14; 2010,
105, fig. 4:24; A. NORGARD JORGENSEN 2003, 194-195.

78 H. STEUER 1998, 274-278; H.H. ANTON ET ALII 1995.
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Particularly interesting evidence of this phenomenon
is provided by one of rich male burials known from cen-
tral Germany: grave 2 from Emersleben dated to phase
C2. Apart from a group 2 bracelet typical of the west-cen-
tral Baltic area, the assemblage also included an aureus of
Postumus, one of the so-called Gallic emperors'”’. This
places this burial in a group of richly furnished graves
from central Germany containing coins issued by the
short-lived Gallic Empire (260-273). It is worth recall-
ing here that such graves are often connected with the
account from Historia Augusta (Tyranni triginta 6,3)'*,
concerning auxilia Germanorum — mercenary German-
ic troops reportedly used by Emperor Postumus in his
fight against the legal Emperor Gallienus'™. Thus, the
grave inventory in question combines the Scandinavian
thread with that of military activity of some unspecified
Germanic mercenaries operating within the borders of
the Roman Empire'®. At the same time, this inventory
may be used to illustrate another possible explanation
of the dispersed occurrence of gold rings. As gold rings
are most often interpreted as elements involved in the
system of distribution and exchange of gifts, the man
buried in grave 2 in Emersleben might have been either
a representative of higher social classes in the region
where the ring was manufactured, or their ally or client,
the recipient of the precious gift. In the case of grave 2
from Emersleben, this second possibility is suggested
by the orientation of the burial. The grave was oriented
along the W-E axis, which diverged from the norms ob-
served at that time both in central Germany and in the
west central Baltic area (in both these areas the prevail-
ing orientation was along the N-S axis'®’). The closest re-
gion where graves were typically oriented along the W-E
axis is Jutland'* where, as mentioned, gold rings typical
of the west-central Baltic area appear as well. This di-
rection of contacts is evidenced in central Germany also
by the presence of single items of rich Jutlandic female
dress, possibly a trace of exogamic relationships among
the elites of these two regions (brooch of group 1 from
Haflleben cemetery').

This more detailed interpretation of the context in
which gold rings typical of the west central Baltic area

17 B. SCHMIDT, J. BEMMANN 2008, 24-26, pl. 12:1.3.

"% Historiae Augustae 111, Loeb Classical Library 293, Cambridge
(MA) 1932.

1817 WERNER 1973; 1989; J. BEMMANN 2014.

'® On the possibility of drawing more detailed conclusions see J. BEM-
MANN 2014, 179-184, fig. 2.

183 7. BEMMANN, H.-U. Voss 2007, 7; O. ALMGREN, B. NERMAN 1923,
94-99,109-110, 116, 125-126; B. STJERNQUIST 1955, 46, 51; M. STEN-
BERGER 1977, 260-261.

84 E. ALBRECTSEN 1968, 198-200; P. ETHELBERG 1990, 23-24.

"W, ScHuLz 1933, 18, pl. 11:14.
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occurred in distant regions does not diminish the im-
pression of the great extent and multi-directionality of
contacts maintained by the elites from that area, indic-
ative of their inter-regional activity. The analysis of the
geographically closest connections among rings charac-
teristic of the west-central Baltic area allows for drawing
more detailed conclusions concerning the connections
among particular regions. However, when looking from
a more general perspective, two directions become par-
ticularly evident: a south-eastern, very early one, dat-
ing back at least to the beginning of the Late Roman
Period and reaching to the Wielbark Culture area, and
a western/south-western one, connected with important
routes leading through the Jutland Peninsula. Applying
the same perspective to the island of Zealand, we arrive
ata different picture. Zealand’s contacts seem more ori-

ented towards the neighbouring regions of Scandina-
via, which may indirectly corroborate the hypothesis
positing the role of Zealand as a political actor created
by the Romans to counterbalance other political forces
in North Europe.

Translation: Piotr Godlewski
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APPENDIX 1: LOCALITIES MENTIONED IN THE TEXT

Alingsas, Vastergotland (S)

Altefar-Grahlhof, Lkr. Vorpommern-Riigen, Mecklenburg-
Vorpommern (D)

Asarve, Gotland (S)

Avaldsnes, Rogaland (N)

Babieta (fmr. Babienten), woj. warminsko-mazurskie (PL)

Baitai, Klaipédos apskritis (LT)

Banduziai, Klaipédos apskritis (LT)

Baunegard, Bornholms amt (DK)

Bezyménka/Besbimsanka (fmr. Nuskern), obl. Kaliningrad (RUS)

Lupaja, Varsinais-Suomi (FIN)

BolSoe Isakovo/Bonmoe Vicakoso (fmr. Lauth),
obl. Kaliningrad (RUS)

Brahetrolleborg, Svendborg amt (DK)

Bredinge, Oland (S)

Bringsveer, Aust-Agder (N)

Brendsager, Kobenhavns amt (DK)

Burge, Gotland (S)

Burs, Gotland (S)

Beekkegérd, Bornholms amt (DK)

Christiansg, Bronholms amt (DK)

Cottbus, Kreisfreie Stadt, Brandenburg (D)

Czarnéwko, woj. pomorskie (PL)

Dalbo, Angsdkern, Gotland (S)

Dobrocin (fmr. Gross Bestendorf), woj. warminsko-
mazurskie (PL)

Donbak, Hjerring amt (DK)

Dluzec (fmr. Langendorf), woj. warminsko-mazurskie (PL)

Ekeryd, Smaland (S)

Eftelot (kyrkan), Buskerud (N)

Emersleben (Halberstadt-E.), Lkr. Halberstadt,
Sachsen-Anhalt (D)

Ekeberga, Uusimaa (FIN)

Eskilstorp, Skane (S)
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Fohrde, Gallberg III, Lkr. Potsdam-Mittelmark,
Brandenburg (D)

Folkeslunda, Oland (S)

Fredso, Thisted amt (DK)

Fyns Hoved, Odense amt (DK)

Galtrupgard, Thisted amt (DK)

Gestowice (fmr. Tammendorf), woj. lubuskie (PL)

Glimsta, Vistigdrden, Halsingland (S)

fmr. Greibau, obl. Kaliningrad (RUS)

Greve, Kgbenhavns amt (DK)

Grisback, Smaland (S)

Grumlose, Praestg amt (DK)

Gunnerupgérd, Praeste amt (DK)

Gute, Gotland (S)

Gasior (fmr. Gonschor vel Jaskowska-See),
woj. warminsko-mazurskie (PL)

Godéker, Uppland (S)

Harplinge sn., Halland (S)

Hasseris, Alborg amt (DK)

Haflleben, Lkr. Sommerda, Thuringia (D)

Havnelev mark - see: Rodvig, Praeste amt (DK)

Helmsdorf, Lkr. Mansfelder Land, Sachsen-Anhalt (D)

Herslev, Holbak amt (DK)

Himlinggje, Praesto amt (DK)

Hingeballe, Viborg amt (DK)

Homnes, Nord-Trendelag (N)

Horsetofte, Sore amt (DK)

Hove, Rogaland (N)

Hoviksnis, Bohuslin (S)

Hulterstad, Oland (S)

Hundehavemarken - see: Vedskelle

Haljom, Medelpad (S)

Hangsdala, Vistergotland (S)

Illerup, Skandeborg amt (DK)

Indbjoa, Hordaland (N)



Isums, Gotland (S)
Isokyla (I.-Katajaméki, I.-Ketohaka), Varsinais-Suomi (FIN)
Jabara, Ida-Virumaa (EST)
Jakubowo (fmr. Jakobsdorf), woj. warminsko-mazurskie (PL)
Kalby, Preesto amt (DK)
Kalleguta &s, Oland (S)
Kirkebakkegard, Frederiksborg amt (DK)
Kleva, Oland (S)
Klaestrup (bog), Hjerring amt (DK)
Knuts, Gotland (S)
Kolste, Rogaland (N)
Komorowo (fmr. Kommerau), woj. kujawsko-

pomorskie (PL)
Kongsted, Holbak amt (DK)
Kosewo (fmr. Kossewen), woj. warminsko-mazurskie (PL)
Kristinelund, Oland (S)
Krékelund, Smaland (S)
Kvinnsgréta, Oland (S)
Lagedi, Harjumaa (EST)
Lagmandsgarden, Telemark (N)
Liene Skov, Alborg amt (DK)
Lilla Ryftes, Vitéker, Gotland (S)
Luggavi, Narke (S)
Lumpénai, Tauragés apskritis (LT)
Lydinge, Svendborg amt (DK)
Létnoe/JIétnoe (fmr. Tenkieten), obl. Kaliningrad (RUS)
Langalma, Uppland (S)
Léngtora sn., Uppland (S)
Loddesel, Aust-Agder (N)
Machary (fmr. Macharren), woj. warminsko-mazurskie (PL)
Magleby, Praeste amt (DK)
Mannegarda, Gotland (S)
Marienborg, Presto amt (DK)
Mietkie (fmr. Mingfen), woj. warminsko-mazurskie (PL)
Mollegardsmarken, Svendborg amt (DK)
Moéigu-Peetri, Harjumaa (EST)
Naffentorp, Skane (S)
Nes, Hordaland (N)
Naustdal (Sogn og Fjordane) (N)
Nikutowo (fmr. Nikutowen), woj. warminsko-

mazurskie (PL)
Nordrup, Sorg amt (DK)
Norra Nisby, Oland (S)
Nousiainen (Nousis), Varsinais Suomi (FIN)
Nyby, Oland (S)
Nisby, Oland (S)
Odense, Seden Syd, Odense amt (DK)
Okunevo/Oxyseso (fmr. Grebieten), obl. Kaliningrad (RUS)
Oxvang (Oksvang), Ribe amt (DK)
Palokyld, Varsinais-Suomi (FIN)
Pedersker (Smélyngen), Bornholms amt (DK)
Perkid, Pohjanmaa (FIN)
Piilsi, Ida-Viruma (EST)
Pilipki, woj. podlaskie (PL)
Porskjaer, Skandeborg amt (DK)
Proosa, Harjumaa (EST)
Putilovo/Ilytunoso (fmr. Corjeiten), obl. Kaliningrad (RUS)
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Ragnabo, Smaland (S)

Ramsgarden, Vistergétland (S)

Rauna (fmr. Ronneburg), Césu rajons (LV)

Ravnkilde (Prestegdrdsmark), Alborg amt (DK)

Rings, Gotland (S)

Rodvig (Havnelev mark), Preesto amt (DK)

Rorasen, Oland (S)

Ryd, Oland (S)

Rennovsholm (bog), Hjerring amt (DK)

fmr. Rosenau, obl. Kaliningrad (RUS)

Saha, Harjumaa (EST)

Sappesborg, Odense amt (DK)

Selvejergard (Hejlyngen), Bornholms amt (DK)

Skedemosse, Oland (S)

Skedstad, Oland (S)

Skibbinge, Praeste amt (DK)

Skovgarde, Preasto amt (DK)

Smolanka (fmr. Landskron), woj. warminsko-mazurskie (PL)

Solhems Mellan, Bohuslin (S)

Sorte Muld, Bornholms amt (DK)

Spychéwko (fmr. Klein Puppen), woj. warminsko-
mazurskie (PL)

Stenlille, Holbaek amt (DK)

Stockeback, Smaland (S)

Stokkerhoved, Haderslev amt (DK)

Storkage (Visterbotten), Hélsingland (S)

Stora Bratton, Bohuslan (S)

Szlemno (fmr. Garnseedorf), woj. pomorskie (PL)

Szpaki, woj. podlaskie (PL)

Sendre Kjorstad, Oppland (N)

Sernai, Klaipédos apskritis (LT)

Sossejnoe/Illocceitnoe, obl. Kaliningrad (RUS)

Thorsberg bog, Stiderbrarup, Kr. Schleswig-Flensburg,
Schleswig-Holstein (D)

Tholstedt, Lkr. Oldenburg, Niedersachsen (D)

Tjetthdg, Runsberga, Oland (S)

Troma, Gotland (S)

Tuna, Uppland (S)

Tuna, Vastmanland (S)

Tangelgarda, Gotland (S)

Tiirsamae, Ida-Virumaa (EST)

Uddvide (Barshaldershed), Gotland (S)

Vallstenarum, Gotland (S)

Valleby, Preeste amt (DK)

Varpelev, Preesto amt (DK)

Vedskoelle (Hundehavemarken), Preeste amt (DK)

Veien, Buskerud (N)

Verevi-Sandimardi, Tartumaa (EST)

Vestringe, Gotland (S)

Vi alvar, Oland (S)

Varnhem, Gotland (S)

Vistra Rickeby, Uppland (S)

Veerlaose (kirke), Kebenhavns amt (DK)

Wolka (fmr. Dietrichswalde), woj. warminsko-
mazurskie (PL)

Zarecenskoe/3apeuerckoe (fmr. Gross Sobrost),
obl. Kaliningad (RUS)
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fmr. Abo lin (FIN)
Osby, Oland (S)

Ovra Vannborga, Oland (S)
Qrum (skole), Hjorring amt (DK)

APPENDIX 2: DESCRIPTION OF TRAITS PRESENTED IN FIG. 4

1 - Shape of the ring’s bottom part:

A - spiral ring with 2 or 3 ribbons

B - three convergent hoops soldered into one

C - two hoops with a plate soldered between them
D - one ribbon-like hoop widening into a ribbon

2 - Number of ribbons:

A - one ribbon

B - two ribbons

C - three ribbons

D - four ribbons

E - upper part cast as a monolith plate

3 - Upper part formed into a plate:
A -yes
B -no

4 - Plates present in the lower part of the hoop:
A -yes
B-no

5 — Decoration of the hoop:
A - beaded decoration

B - twisted

C - plain

6 - Transition between the ribbon and its terminal:
A - gradual

B - with a distinct step

C - rectangular plate passing into a hoop

7 - Decoration of the ribbon’s side edges:
A —yes

B-no

8 - Ribbon edge:

A —flat
B - thickened
C - none

9 - Ribbon ridge:

A - high, triangle-sectioned

B - high, trapezium-sectioned

C - flat, broad, semi-circular or trapezium-sectioned
D - none

10 - Direction of ornamental pattern on the ridge:
A — transversal

B - longitudinal

C - undecorated

11 - Triangular facets at the end of the ribbon:
A —yes
B -no

12 - Decoration of the hoop at the base of the ribbon:
A - yes
B-no

13 - Form of the head:

A - zoomorphic, triangular, V-shaped
B - zoomorphic, profiled, V-shaped
C - pear-shaped

D - triangular, zoomorphic, flat top

E - conical, schematized

F - none

14 - Longitudinal decoration along the axis of the head:
A —yes
B -no

15 - Length proportions between conical terminal
of the ribbon and knob crowning it:

A - 1-1.5 knob’s length

B - 2 knob’s length

C - 3 knob’s length

D - 4 and more knob’s length

E - none

16 - Conical terminal decorated with ribs:
A —yes

B-no

C - no conical terminal

17 - Type of ribs on the conical terminal:

A — evenly spaced ribs with no additional decoration

B - evenly spaced ribs with some ribs decorated with oblique
notches

C - densely ribbed spaces interspersed with plain spaces

D - no conical terminal

18 - Knob crowning ribbon terminals:
A - oval
B - hemispherical

C - conical
D - acorn-shaped
E - none

19 - Ribs above the head:

A - one
B - two
C - none



20 - Eyes:

A - small hemispherical knobs

B - large hemispherical knobs

C - small knob within a convex circle

D - convex circle

E - round hollow within a concave circle
F - none

21 - Stamped circles at the sides of the head:
A —yes
B -no

22 - Nostrils marked:
A -yes
B-no

23 - Single longitudinal line incised along ribbon edges:
A —yes

B -no

24 - Two longitudinal lines incised along ribbon edges:

A —yes
B -no
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WLADCY PIERSCIENI: UWAGI O KLASYFIKACJI SKANDYNAWSKICH ZEOTYCH OZDOB OBRECZOWYCH
Z POZNEGO OKRESU WPLYWOW RZYMSKICH I ICH IMPLIKACJE INTERPRETACYJNE

STRESZCZENIE

Jednym z przedmiotéw kultury materialnej najczesciej przywolywa-
nych w siegajacej 2. potowy I tysiaclecia n.e. skandynawskiej tradycji
literackiej sg ztote ozdoby obreczowe. Miarg tej popularnosci moze
by¢ fakt, ze w samych tylko tekstach ,,Eddy Poetyckiej” zlote pierscie-
nie i bransolety wymieniane sg az 45 razy, zawsze jako istotny element
fabuty. Pojawiajg sie one tutaj w kontekscie opisu osoby wladcy - hoj-
nego rozdawcy i famacza zlotych obreczy - jako wyraz jego zamoz-
nosci, prestizu oraz szczodrosci wobec poddanych. Zwigzek ztotych
obreczy z zachowaniem gift-giving w tych tekstach, a takze wyraza-
ne w nich raz po raz ogromne znaczenie samego takiego zachowania
w budowaniu relacji spolecznych i politycznych réwniez nie budzi
watpliwosci. Przekazom Zrédet pisanych odno$nie do znaczenia zto-
tych ozdoéb obreczowych odpowiada réwniez ewidencja zrédet iko-
nograficznych i archeologicznych tej epoki oraz okresu wikinskiego,
ktorych jednym z ciekawszych przyktadow sa przedstawienia na ka-
mieniu z T4ngelgarda na Gotlandii (Ryc. 1).

Niniejszy artykut poswigcony jest jednej grupie skandynawskich
zlotych 0zdéb obreczowych z poinego okresu wplywow rzymskich,
ktore najczesciej okreslane sa jako bransolety, naszyjniki czy tez pier-
$cienie wezowate (ormhuvudringar). Nie jest to bynajmniej temat
nowy i poswiecona jest mu dos¢ obszerna literatura, ktdra reprezentuje
dwa poziomy analizy. Pierwszy z nich obejmuje studia klasyfikacyjne
i chronologiczne, drugi - studia poswigcone interpretacji znaczenia

tych ozdob. Opierajac si¢ o wyniki analiz klasyfikacyjnych, obejmu-
jacych takze studia nad wystepowaniem omawianych obreczy, wyto-
nione zostaly dwie dominujace obecnie hipotezy o ich pochodzeniu.
Pierwsza z nich wiaze tego typu ozdoby z warsztatami dzialajagcymi na
Zelandii. Druga wskazuje, ze s3 one wytworem réznych warsztatow,
badz to z terenéw dzisiejszej Danii, badz obszardw dzisiejszej wschod-
niej Szwecji kontynentalnej, Gotlandii i Olandii.

Druga grupa prac dotyczacych zlotych wezowatych 0zdéb obre-
czowych sa studia po$wiecone interpretacji znaczenia tych pierscieni,
a takze ich miejsca w rekonstrukcji proceséw geopolitycznych. Przede
wszystkim wymieni¢ nalezy tutaj prace Joachima Wernera", ktory jako
pierwszy zwrocil uwage na symboliczne znaczenie niektérych wezo-
watych ozdéb obreczowych, wiazac wieksze egzemplarze ze strojem
meskim, uznajac je za znak przynaleznosci do grupy oséb wspieraja-
cych wladce (Gefolgschaft) i wskazujac na sposob, w jaki dystrybuowal
on te obrecze (dar oznaczajacy zwiazek z wladca).

Watek zalezno$ci pomiedzy osobami noszacymi wspomniane dwie
grupy ozddb obreczowych zostal rozwiniety w studiach Ulli Lund
Hansen"’. Wyniki analizy rozmieszczenia znalezisk tych przedmiotow
i kontekstu ich wystepowania wraz z szeroka analizg rozprzestrzenie-
nia importoéw rzymskich zostaly przez nig wykorzystane jako prze-
stanki do identyfikacji centrum wiadzy w regionie Stevns na Zelandii.
Przyjmujac hipoteze Wernera, ze zfote wezowate ozdoby obreczowe



maja stanowi¢ wyznacznik przynaleznoéci noszacych je oséb do stron-
nictwa wiadcy (identyfikowanego przez inng kategorie masywnych
0zdob obreczowych, jakimi sa zlote bransolety kolbowate) autorka ta
zarysowala sie¢ alianséw politycznych zawieranych przez przedstawi-
cieli zelandzkiego centrum wtadzy. Rekonstrukcja ta oparta zostala tez
o zalozenie pochodzenia wigkszosci ztotych wezowatych 0zddb obre-
czowych w typie skandynawskim wlasnie z Zelandii. Schemat rekon-
strukeji powigzan przedstawicieli zelandzkiego centrum wladzy z re-
gionu Stevns z pdznego okresu wpltywow rzymskich zaproponowane
przez Ulle Lund Hansen zostaly przyjete i rozwinigte przez Pera Ethel-
berga®. Autor ten wprowadza jednak rozréznienie miedzy zelandz-
kimi wezowatymi ozdobami obreczowymi, ktére w jego ujeciu maja
odpowiada¢ piercieniom B.39 oraz bransoletom typu Hildebrand B,
a bransoletami typu Hildebrand C, jego zdaniem pochodzacymi ze
wschodniej Szwecji. Zwrécit on uwage na pochodzenie ze wschod-
niej Szwecji obreczy z grobu A z Varpelev na Zelandii, ale nie zapro-
ponowal zadnej interpretacji tego faktu w swietle przyjetych przezen
zalozen o sposobie dystrybucji tych ozdéb. W podobnym kierunku
ida takze rozwazania zawarte w pracy Helge J. Kudahl®.

Wymienieni autorzy — Ulla Lund Hansen, Per Ethelberg i Helge J.
Kudahl - starajg si¢ wyeksponowa¢ specjalng pozycje Zelandii w p6z-
nym okresie wplywéw rzymskich jako silnego, dominujacego centrum
wiadzy w Europie Pétnocnej, kreujacego rozktad sit politycznych po-
przez zawierane z przedstawicielami elit innych regionéw. Jako §rodek
budowania tych sojuszy wymieniana jest redystrybucja przedmiotow
prestizowych, z pofozeniem nacisku na uzaleznienie obdarowanego
od osoby obdarowujacej, a takze wymiana daréw i egzogamia. Ozdo-
by obreczowe jako przedmioty, ktore zostaly darowane przez wladce
osobom nalezacym do popierajacego go stronnictwa stanowia w tym
ujeciu ,,marker” podleglych mu przedstawicieli elit. Konfrontujac
jednak przytoczony tutaj poglad bezposrednio ze zrédlami trudno
pomina¢ fakt, ze pewna czeé¢ efektownych ozdéb obreczowych od-
krytych w pochéwkach zelandzkich elit jest obcego, a nie lokalnego
pochodzenia. Powoduje on, ze jesli chcielibysmy przyja¢ zalozenia po-
czynione przez cytowanych wyzej autoréw odno$nie mechanizméw
redystrybucji przedmiotéw symbolizujacych status spoteczny oraz
débr luksusowych, to musielibysmy to rozumie¢ jako slad politycz-
nego uzaleznienia Zelandii od innego centrum wladzy. Innymi stowy
mozna postawi¢ pytanie, czy ztote obrecze wezowate typowe dla kon-
tynentalnej Szwecji, Olandii i Gotlandii, czesto nalezace do katego-
rii 0zddb najbardziej masywnych, nie powinny by¢ raczej uznawane
za $wiadectwo sieci alianséw kreowanych przez elity wymienionych
obszaréw - elity zelandzkie bylyby wprawdzie elementem tych soju-
szy, ale nie ich gléwnym motorem. Zglebienie tej kwestii jest celem
prezentowanego tutaj studium. Niezbedne staje si¢ zatem ponowne
przeanalizowanie tych ozdéb. Wprawdzie formalnie wpisujg sie one
w jeden ogolny wzorzec, jednak pod wzgledem szczegétow wykonania
s3 mocno zindywidualizowane. Badajac stopien ich podobienstwa na
poziomie poszczegolnych egzemplarzy, nie za§ ogolnych typéw, moz-
na sprobowac rekonstruowac ich hipotetyczng ,genealogie” i tym sa-
mym - na podstawie ,,zasady daru” - prébowac¢ rekonstruowac czas,
kierunki i intensywno$¢ przypuszczalnych powigzan politycznych
pomiedzy poszczegdlnymi regionami z nieco wiekszg doktadnoscia,
niz bylo to mozliwe na podstawie uproszczonych klasyfikacji. To ,,ge-
nealogiczne” podejscie jest tez o tyle istotne, ze znaczaca liczba tych
obreczy nie wystepuje w kontekscie pozwalajacym na okreslenie ich
dokladniejszego datowania.

Jak juz wspomnialam wyzej, raz jeszcze powréci¢ musze do kwestii
Kklasyfikacji ztotych wezowatych 0zddb obreczowych, ich chronologii
iwzorcow rozprzestrzenienia. Poniewaz pier$cienie B.40 sg wlasciwie
zminiaturyzowang wersja niektorych bransolet i naszyjnikéw typu
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Hildebrand B i C, a niektdre pierscienie B.39 wydajg sie by¢ wyraz-
nie spokrewnione z niektorymi egzemplarzami bransolet typu Hilde-
brand B, to wszystkie te przedmioty zostaly tutaj przeanalizowane facz-
nie. Ogélem uwzgledniono tutaj 129 0zddb obreczowych nalezacych
do wymienionych typéw. Poniewaz pewne cechy pierécieni typu B.39
spotykane sg réwniez na niektorych pierscieniach typu B.18, réwniez
i te zabytki (21 egzemplarzy) zostaly wlaczone do analizy (Ryc. 2).

Zlote obrecze wezowate sg przedmiotami reprezentujacymi wysoki
poziom wytwdrczosci jubilerskiej, prawdopodobnie unikatami pro-
dukowanymi na zamoéwienie. Nie ma w zasadzie dwdch identycznych
0zdéb nalezacych do tej grupy, nawet jesli niektore z nich wykonane
zostaly jako para. Z tej przyczyny kazda klasyfikacja operujaca arbi-
tralnymi jednostkami (typami) musi uwypukli¢ tylko jedna lub kilka
cech tych przedmiotow, catkowicie pomijajac inne cechy, by¢ moze
réwnie istotne z punktu widzenia rozwazan na temat ich ewentual-
nego pochodzenia z jednego warsztatu oraz ich potencjalnej bliskosci
chronologicznej. Analizowana tutaj grupa zabytkow, jakkolwiek $ci-
$le ze soba powigzana, stanowi niewatpliwie zbior politetyczny, gdzie
poszczegolne egzemplarze dzielg ze soba jedynie pewna grupe cech
mogacych wystepowaé w roznych kombinacjach, i gdzie trudno jest
postawic ostre granice pomigdzy poszczegdlnymi typami.

Proba klasyfikacji uwzgledniajacej politetyczny charakter zrodet
wymusza wykorzystanie wieloczynnikowych narzedzi analitycznych.
Wybrana zostala tutaj analiza neighbour joining (z zastosowaniem
usuwania parami w wypadku brakujacych danych) wykonana w pro-
gramie MEGA 4%. Jest to metoda pozwalajaca obliczy¢ statystyczna
odleglos¢ pomiedzy najblizszymi sobie obiektami (liczba zmian na
liczbe cech w sekwencji), ktorych bliskos¢ okreslana jest metoda mi-
nimalnej zmiany. Wynikiem zastosowania tej metody jest tylko jed-
no drzewo filogenetyczne, ktére zgodnie z algorytmem uznane jest za
najbardziej prawdopodobne.

W matrycy uwzgledniono zréznicowanie 58 cech obejmujacych
takie elementy, jak liczba tasm, uksztaltowanie i detale wykonania
zakonczenia, umiejscowienie dekoracji, a takze typy zastosowanych
stempli oraz dekoracje filigranem i granulacja. Zréznicowanie tych
cech przedstawione zostalo na Ryc. 4. Analiza pozwolila uzyskac drze-
wo filogenetyczne, ktore rozdziela badane zabytki na dwie odrebne
»tradycje”. Jest to drzewo ze statystycznie wygenerowanym korzeniem,
zaproponowanym przez program. Drzewo to zostalo skonfrontowane
z datowaniem wzglednym zespoléw grobowych i depozytéw (Ryc. 5)
zawierajacych obrecze omawianych typéw. Zakres chronologiczny ich
wstepowania w $wietle tych datowan obejmuje fazy C,,-C,,.

Najwcze$niej datowane zespoly grobowe, ktére mozna odnosi¢ do
fazy C,, znalazly sie w poczatkowych partiach obu gléwnych rozgate-
zien. W wypadku jednej z nich sg to inwentarze z Kirkebakkegard (Ze-
landia), Komorowa (pétnocna Polska), Valleby (Zelandia) i z Pilipek
(wschodnia Polska), w wypadku drugiej — inwentarze z grobu 73 z Ryd
(Olandia), i z grobu 1 z Gunnerupgard (Zelandia). Poniewaz zabytki
z czterech pierwszych zespotow wydzielaja si¢ na wykresie w odreb-
na galaz i przewazaja ilosciowo, dlatego drzewo zostalo ukorzenione
wiasnie w miejscu wyodrebnienia sie tej galezi (Ryc. 6). W efekcie uko-
rzenienia uzyskano trzy gléwne galezie (grupy). Poszczegdlne grupy
rozdzielaja si¢ na dalsze galezie. Dla uproszczenia opisu zostaly one
wydzielone mechanicznie jako jednostki dalszej analizy (podgrupy),
oznaczone literami alfabetu. Postuzyly one jako moduty w uproszczo-
nym schemacie ukorzenionego drzewa (Ryc. 7). Zaréwno na rysunku
drzewa jak i wykonanym na jego podstawie schemacie ewolucji oma-
wianych obreczy zaznaczono miejsca wyodrebniania sie ich kolejnych
»generacji”. Nalezy jednak podkregli¢, ze tempo pojawiania si¢ mo-
dyfikacji w poszczegélnych galeziach z pewnoscig nie bylo jednako-
we, moglo tez by¢ rézne na poszczegélnych etapach rozwoju galezi.
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Niemniej, zestawiajac informacje odnosnie do datowania wzglednego
zespolow z ozdobami omawianego typu z chronologia wzgledna obre-
czy wynikajaca z rozwoju drzewa mozna zauwazy¢, ze obie sekwencje
sa ze soba w ogélnym zarysie zgodne, czyli innymi stowy - zespoly
z fazy C,, wystepuja w poczatkowych etapach rozwoju poszczegélnych
galezi (w dolnej partii drzewa filogenetycznego), zas zespoly z fazy C,
znajdujg si¢ w konicowych ich etapach. Sekwencje te jednak — o czym
nalezy pamietaé — reprezentuja dwie rozne kategorie. Ta zobrazowa-
na przez drzewo filogenetyczne odnosi si¢ do momentu powstania
poszczegolnych egzemplarzy, natomiast sekwencja oparta o relatyw-
ne datowanie poszczegdlnych inwentarzy grobowych — do momentu
wylaczenia tych obreczy z obiegu kulturowego.

Przeniesienie powyzszej interpretacji wynikow analizy filogene-
tycznej na mape pokazuje zréznicowanie regionalne omawianych obre-
czy, na ktére w ogdlnym zarysie wskazywaly juz prace wezesniejszych
badaczy. Cztery prezentowane mapy (Ryc. 28-31) uwypuklaja jednak
kilka dodatkowych aspektéw. Ilustruja one przyjeta tutaj interpretacje
diagramu filogenetycznego, tj. podzial analizowanego zespotu zabyt-
kéw na trzy grupy i w ich ramach - na podgrupy. W wypadku grup 2
i3 dokonano tez pewnej generalizacji opartej o sekwencje pojawiania
sie i zanikania niektorych bardziej dystynktywnych cech. Jednoczeénie
tez liniami zaznaczone zostaly wynikajace z tego diagramu najblizsze
odleglosci statystyczne pomiedzy poszczegélnymi egzemplarzami.
Wielkos¢ punktéw oddaje zréznicowanie rozmiaréw analizowanych
obreczy (duza sygnatura — bransoleta/naszyjnik, mata - pierscien).
Obrecze nalezace do grupy 1 sa nieliczne i wystepuja w duzym rozpro-
szeniu (Ryc. 28). Odlegltoé¢ statystyczna pomiedzy najblizszymi sobie
egzemplarzami jest tutaj tez stosunkowo duza, zwlaszcza jesli poréw-
nac ja z podobnymi danymi odnoszacymi si¢ do obreczy grup 21 3.
Najmniejsze odlegtosci w grupie 1 oscyluja w granicach 0,07-0,08, po-
zostale za§ w granicach 0,10-0,17. Obrecze podgrupy 1A, obejmujace
pierscienie majace wiele cech wystepujacych na nieco wezesniejszych
i charakterystycznych zwlaszcza dla Jutlandii pier$cieniach B.41, znane
s z péInocno-wschodniej Zelandii oraz z Olandii. Obrecze podgrupy
1B, obejmujace zaréwno wigksze obrecze jak i pierscienie, spotyka-
ne s3 na Zelandii, Gotlandii oraz na potudnie od Baltyku, tj. na Ru-
gii, Powislu oraz Podlasiu. Obrecze podgrupy 1C, obejmujacej tylko
bransolety i naszyjniki, znane sg z Olandii i potudniowo-zachodniej
Finlandii. Okres wystepowania obreczy grupy 1 w zespolach grobo-
wych obejmuje faze C,,. Egzemplarze odkryte w depozytach mozna
datowac je dynie w szerszych ramach faz C,,-C,.

W wypadku obreczy grupy 2 pod pomararniczowy sygnaturg zge-
neralizowane zostalo wystepowanie obreczy podgrup 2A-2C i pod
czerwong — obreczy 2G-2J. W pierwszym wypadku chodzi o obre-
cze rozwijajace sie od 2 do 8 generacji, w drugim - o obrecze, ktorych
rozwdj obejmuje generacje 9-14 (Ryc. 29). Obrecze podgrup 2A-2C
wystepuja w fazach Cy, i C,. Precyzyjniej datowane zespoty grobowe
z obreczami podgrup 2G-2] kaza umieszcza¢ je w fazie C,, chociaz
szersze datowanie niektérych zespoléw w obrebie faz C,,—C, nie po-
zwala wykluczy¢ ich wystepowania takze w fazie C,,,.

Zielona sygnatura obejmuje obrecze podgrup 2D-2F, a wiec obre-
cze z zaznaczonymi zoomorficznymi zakonczeniami, ktérych rozwdj
zaczyna si¢ w 10 generacji i konczy najpozniej w 13 generacji. Ich wy-
stepowanie odnosi¢ mozna do faz C,,—C,, ewentualnie takze do fazy
C.. ZéMa sygnatura faczy za$ obrecze podgrup 2K-2M, ktérych roz-
woj daje si¢ przesledzi¢ od 15 po 21 generacje. Okres wystgpowania
obreczy tych podgrup zamyka sie w fazach C,-C;.

Odlegtosci pomiedzy najblizszymi sobie egzemplarzami w pod-
grupach 2A-2C i 2G-2] sg stosunkowo niewielkie i wynosza prze-
cietnie 0,01-0,05, rzadziej — 0,06-0,08; jedynie sporadycznie wartosci
te osiagaja 0,12-0,13. Obrecze tych podgrup wystepuja najliczniej na

Gotlandii, Olandii i wybrzezu sasiedniej Smalandii oraz w Upplandii.
Pozostale egzemplarze wystepuja pojedynczo w potudniowo-zachod-
niej Finlandii, na Bornholmie, w poludniowo-zachodniej Skanii, na
wschodniej Zelandii, w regionach Bohusldn, Buskerud, Aust-Agder, na
pdinocnej i srodkowej Jutlandii, péinocno-wschodniej Fionii, w $rod-
kowych Niemczech i na Podlasiu.

W wypadku obreczy podgrup 2D-2F odlegtosci pomiedzy najbliz-
szymi sobie egzemplarzami s3 znacznie wigksze niz w wypadku pod-
grup 2A-2C i 2G-2]. Oscylujg one w granicach 0,09-0,14; wyjatek
stanowig egzemplarze z bagna w Thorsberg, gdzie odleglos¢ ta wynosi
0,01. Obrecze te znane sa z regionéw Uppland, Nérke i Bohuslédn, Got-
landii, Olandii, wschodniej Zelandii, potudniowo-wschodniej Fionii
i ze stanowiska bagiennego Thorsberg.

Odlegtoéci pomiedzy najblizszymi sobie egzemplarzami w pod-
grupach 2K-2M wynoszg przecigtnie 0,05-0,07 cho¢ skrajne warto-
$ci wynosza odpowiednio 0,02 oraz 0,09-0,11. Obrecze te wystepuja
stosunkowo licznie na Gotlandii i Olandii. Znane sg tez z Vistmanlan-
dii, potudniowo-zachodniej Finlandii, wschodniej Skanii, wschodniej
Zelandii, Rogalandu i Dolnych Luzyc.

Wystepowanie obreczy grupy 3 przedstawione zostato (Ryc. 30,
31) za pomocg pigciu odrebnych sygnatur, obejmujacych odpowied-
nio podgrupy 3A-3B, 3C-3D, 3E-3K, 3L oraz 3M. Obrecze grupy 3
to gléwnie pierscienie. Jedynie w podgrupie 3B znalazty sie wigksze
egzemplarze w postaci pary bransolet z grobu 2/1949 z Himlingeje na
Zelandii. Odlegtoéci pomiedzy obreczami podgrup 3A-3B s3 bardzo
male i wynosza zazwyczaj 0,00-0,02, rzadziej 0,04-0,07. Obrecze te
wystepuja licznie na $rodkowej i potudniowo-wschodniej Zelandii,
pojedynczo zas wystepuja na péinocnej Jutlandii, potudniowej Fio-
nii, w regionach Véstmanland i Hordaland, na stanowisku bagiennym
w Thorsberg oraz w Niemczech Srodkowych. Ich rozwéj obejmuje ge-
neracje 3—11. Wystepuja one w kontekscie zespotéw grobowych z fazy
C,y» a zwlaszcza - C,.

Prawdopodobnie w podobnych ramach mozna datowa¢ obrecze
podgrup 3C-3D, cho¢ przypuszczenie to opiera sie tylko na sekwencji
filogentetycznej umieszczajacej ich rozwdj w generacjach 4-6. Odle-
glosci pomiedzy najblizszymi sobie egzemplarzami podgrup 3C-3D
sa znacznie wieksze niz w wypadku podgrup 3A-3B. Najmniejsze
wynosza 0,06-0,07, najwieksze — 0,11-0,13. Wigkszo$¢ tych obreczy
pochodzi ze stanowisk wschodniozelandzkich, z Pétwyspu Stevns
nad zatoka Koge. Tylko jedna znana jest z norweskiego regionu Sogn
og Fjordane.

W wypadku obreczy podgrup 3E-3K odleglosci pomiedzy najbliz-
szymi sobie egzemplarzami sg bardzo mate i mieszczg sie najczesciej
w granicach 0,00-0,03, wyjatkowo warto$ci te wynoszg 0,06 lub 0,13.
Obrecze tych podgrup znane sg ze wschodniej Zelandii, Bornholmu
i péinocnej Jutlandii, liczne sg tez w Visterg6tlandii i Smalandii, zas
pojedynczo wystepuja w regionach Madelpad, Buskerud i Rogaland.
Rozwijaja si¢ one w generacjach 6-17, wystepujac w inwentarzach
zfaz C,iC,.

Odleglosci pomigdzy trzema pierscieniami wydzielonymi w pod-
grupe 3L wynosza 0,03-0,05 (Ryc. 31). Egzemplarze te pochodza ze
$rodkowej Zelandii, Aust-Agder oraz z Opplandii. Pojawiaja si¢ one
w 6 generacji i wystepuja w zespotach z fazy C,.

Najblizsze odleglosci pomiedzy egzemplarzami podgrupy 3M oscy-
luja pomiedzy 0 a 0,03. W pojedynczych wypadkach wartosci te sa
wigksze wynoszac 0,051 0,11. Pierécienie podgrupy 3M znane sg licz-
niej z Jutlandii oraz z regionéw Rogaland i Hordaland. Ich znaleziska
sg rozproszone na wschodniej i potudniowej Zelandii, w Opplandii,
Nord-Trendelagu, Bohusldnie i Hallandii, na Christianse i Gotlandii,
w Hilsinglandzie i Dolnej Saksonii. Pierécienie te wystepuja czesto
w inwentarzach datowanych stosunkowo szeroko, mieszczacych sie



w ramach faz C,,—-C,. Sa jednak tez i inwentarze datowane weziej, na
faze C,, a w jednym wypadku - na fazy C,,-C;,. Niewykluczone za-
tem, ze chronologie tych pierscieni nalezy raczej zamkna¢ w fazie C,,
a prawdopodobnie takze w fazie C,,.

Nie mozna przedstawi¢ jednoznacznej interpretacji najblizszych
zwiazkéw pomiedzy poszczegdlnymi obreczami. Analiza filogenetycz-
na stosowana w naukach biologicznych zaklada istnienie wspolnego
»przodka” W pewnym zakresie zalozenie to jest rOwniez adaptowalne
do $wiata idei przektadajacych si¢ na wyroby kultury materialnej, przy
czym bardzo prawdopodobne jest zapozyczenie tej samej idei przez
réznych ludzi i wyrazenie jej w przedmiotach wykonanych przez réz-
nych wytworcow, reprezentujacych odmienne $rodowiska kulturowe.
W wypadku analizowanego tutaj drzewa moze to znajdowac odzwier-
ciedlenie w takich sytuacjach, w ktérych w obrebie grup i podgrup r6z-
nice pomiedzy najblizszymi egzemplarzami sg dos¢ duze, co dotyczy
obreczy grupy 1ipodgrup 2D-2F Wowczas jednak nalezy uwzgledni¢
réwniez i inng interpretacje — wykonanie poszczegdlnych egzemplarzy
tych podgrup doraznie przez tego samego rzemieslnika, ale w wiek-
szych interwatach czasowych. Stosunkowo duze zréznicowanie obre-
czy grupy 1 mozna by tlumaczy¢ réwniez ich zwigzkiem z inicjalng
faza wystepowania okreslonej idei, ktora nie uzyskala jeszcze bardziej
sformalizowanego, zestandaryzowanego wyrazu. Duze podobienstwo
statystyczne pomiedzy poréwnywanymi obreczami pozwala sadzié, ze
zostaly one wykonane w krétkim czasie (seryjnie?) przez jednego rze-
mieslnika. Warto przy tym zaznaczy¢, Ze na wynik statystyczny ana-
lizy filogenetycznej w obrebie poszczegolnych grup, pomimo duzego
ogdlnego podobienstwa poszczegdlnych egzemplarzy, moglo mie¢
wplyw wystapienie dodatkowych elementéw zdobniczych co w kon-
sekwengcji plasuje konkretne obrecze w nieco wiekszej odlegtosci od
innych, na pierwszy rzut oka bardzo podobnych.

Wiekszos¢ obreczy zaliczonych do grupy 1 znana jest ze Skandy-
nawii a tylko trzy egzemplarze pochodza z obszaréw potozonych na
poludnie od Baltyku, gdzie wystepuja w réznych srodowiskach kultu-
rowych (krag nadfabski, kultura wielbarska). Prawdopodobnie zatem
genezy tych obreczy nalezy poszukiwaé w potudniowej Skandynawii,
zapewne na duzych wyspach strefy srodkowobaltyckiej, tj. na Olan-
dii i Gotlandii. Na rzecz takiego przypuszczenia mogtaby przemawiac
centralna pozycja tych wysp w sieci kontaktéw jaka rysuje si¢ w wy-
niku analizy najblizszych powigzan w obrebie grupy 1.

Powigzania pomiedzy najblizszymi sobie egzemplarzami w obrebie
niektdérych podgrup grupy 2 i 3 sa wyjatkowo wyrazne. W wypadku
podgrup 2A-2C, 2G-2], 3A-3B, 3E-3K, 3L i 3M, gdzie wartosci te
oscyluja w granicach 0,00-0,05 mozna z pewnym prawdopodobien-
stwem przypuszczaé, ze obrecze te powstaly w warsztacie jednego
rzemieslnika, w stosunkowo niedlugim czasie. Wydaje sie prawdopo-
dobne, ze obrecze, ktére dzieli odleglos¢ rzedu 0,06-0,08 nalezy inter-
pretowac jako przedmioty zrobione przez tych samych rzemie$lnikow,
po dluzszym czasie od wykonania starszych, podobnych obreczy, albo
tez by¢ dzietem rak rzemieélnika kolejnej generacji, majacego stycz-
nos¢ z wyrobami poprzednika (np. przekazanie know how na drodze
relacji mistrz-uczen?).

Oczywiscie czas wytworzenia przedmiotu, sugerowany przez na-
stepstwo rozgalezien drzewa filogenetycznego, niekoniecznie musi
by¢ tozsamy z czasem wykorzystania tych obreczy w procesie dystry-
bucji daréw i budowania alianséw politycznych. Wptyw na to ma po
pierwsze czas wlaczenia konkretnej obreczy w taki obieg kulturowy
oraz dlugos¢ jego pozostawania w uzytkowaniu (czas zycia jednostki;
przekazanie spadkobiercy). Czas zdeponowania wspomnianych ob-
reczy w ziemi, czy to jako elementéw inwentarza grobowego, czy tez
jako depozytéw w srodowisku suchym lub wodnym, rzadko jest toz-
samy z czasem ich wytworzenia i zapewne takze rzadko zblizony do
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czasu wprowadzenia ich w obieg. W wypadku omawianych obreczy
wystepujacych w kontekécie inwentarzy grobowych, ktdre jest nam
stosunkowo najlatwiej datowa¢, nalezaloby zatem bra¢ pod uwage
wiek, w jakim dana osoba otrzymata taka obrecz, oraz dlugo$¢ jej
zycia od tego czasu. Te dane sg jednak niemozliwe do precyzyjnego
skalkulowania. Wszelkie proby rekonstrukeji tego rodzaju powiazan
z natury zatem majg bardzo hipotetyczny charakter a przy tym sg
znieksztalcone wskutek nieuniknionego ,splaszczania” chronologii
badanych wydarzen.

Wyniki przedstawionej tutaj analizy skandynawskich ztotych ob-
reczy wezowatych stwarzaja okazje, aby jeszcze raz powrdci¢ do dys-
kusji nad koncepcja zreferowana pokrotce we wstepie. Wedlug tej
koncepcji w péznym okresie wplywéw rzymskich Zelandia miata
stanowi¢ dominujacy w poludniowej Skandynawii o$rodek politycz-
ny, w jakims§ stopniu nadrze¢dny takze wobec terenéw polozonych na
poludniowych wybrzezach Baltyku, a nawet - wedlug niektérych au-
torow — wobec odleglych obszaréw dzisiejszej zachodniej Ukrainy czy
wschodniej Rumunii. Dla opisu tej relacji stosowany jest, podobnie jak
dla opisu relacji Cesarstwo Rzymskie-Zelandia — ogdlnie zarysowany
model ,,centrum-peryferie”. Jednym z przejawow tej dominacji mia-
taby by¢ dystrybucja dobr prestizowych, wéréd ktérych wymieniane
sa importy prowincjonalnorzymskie i okazale ozdoby, w tym tez ztote
ozdoby wezowate, ktorym przypisuje sie funkcje wyznacznika rangi
spolecznej, czy wrecz rangi politycznej w tak rozumianym systemie
osobistej zaleznosci. Jako przyklad zastosowania takiej interpreta-
¢ji wspomnianych przedmiotéw mozna przytoczy¢ zaproponowang
przez Ulle Lund Hansen klasyfikacje statusu przedstawicieli najwyz-
szych elit zelandzkich w péznym okresie wplywow rzymskich oparta
o analize materialéw grobowych z tej wyspy. Wedlug tej propozycji
osoby o najwyzszym statusie cechowalaby obecnos¢ w inwentarzu
grobowym zlotej bransolety kolbowatej (do tej pory na terenie Ze-
landii stwierdzono je jedynie w pojedynczych inwentarzach meskich).
Nieco nizszy, podlegly status reprezentowatyby pochéwki ze zlotymi
bransoletami wezowatymi i wspotwystepujacymi z nimi czesto zloty-
mi pierécieniami wezowatymi. Jeszcze nizszg range wsrdd elit mial-
by za$ osoby, ktérych inwentarze grobowe cechuje obecnoé¢ zlotego
pier$cienia wezowatego i pig¢ importéw rzymskich.

Wspomniane ztote ozdoby obreczowe wystepuja réwniez poza Ze-
landig. W takich wypadkach sg one postrzegane jako dar dla przedsta-
wicieli elit z innych obszaréw i interpretowane jako $lad budowania
przez elity zelandzkie alianséw politycznych. Przedstawiona tutaj anali-
za filogenetyczna tych przedmiotéw wskazuje jednak, ze wszystkie pie¢
duzych zlotych 0zdéb obreczowych znalezionych na Pétwyspie Stevns
najliczniejsze analogie znajduje wsrod ozdéb obreczowych z Gotlandii,
Olandii i potudniowo-wschodniej cz¢sci Potwyspu Skandynawskiego.
Nalezy przy tym podkresli¢, ze na 66 wszystkich egzemplarzy bransolet
wezowatych typu skandynawskiego az 41 pochodzi z tych wlasnie ob-
szarow. W kartograficznej metodzie analizy wystepowania zabytkow
archeologicznych przyjmuje sie, Ze koncentracja artefaktow badanego
typu na jakims obszarze wskazuje z duzym prawdopodobienstwem na
ich pochodzenie z tegoz regionu. Taka interpretacje mozna by zatem
przyjac réwniez i w wypadku wspomnianych bransolet wezowatych,
uznajac je tym samym za typowe dla Gotlandii, Olandii i potudnio-
wo-wschodniej czesci Potwyspu Skandynawskiego. Odnoszac te ob-
serwacje do przedstawionego wyzej modelu interpretacji stosunkéw
spoleczno-politycznych bransolety te nalezaloby postrzega¢ nie jako
materialny $lad inicjatywy politycznej elit zelandzkich, lecz jako prze-
jaw aktywno$ci wyzszych warstw spoleczenstw zachodniej czesci strefy
$rodkowobaltyckiej. Z tych obszaréw znane s rowniez podobne ozdo-
by obreczowe wykonane ze stopéw miedzi, co tym bardziej przemawia
na rzecz ich lokalno$ci w strefie sSrodkowobaltyckiej.
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I tak, zlota bransoleta z datowanego na faze C,, grobu podkurha-
nowego z Vallgby - najbogatszego péznorzymskiego grobu meskie-
go na Zelandii - najlepsze analogie znajduje wéréd obreczy z Olandii
i Gotlandii oraz innych, nawiazujacych do egzemplarzy z tych wysp.
Podobnie pierscien z grobu meskiego 1/1894 z Himlingoje z faz C,,—
-C,, nie ma analogii na Zelandii, ale kilka w centralnej Szwecji. Do
tej galezi drzewa, ktora wiaza¢ mozna z zachodnia czescia strefy srod-
kowobaltyckiej nalezg réwniez pierscien z grobu 1 z Gunnerupgérd,
bransoleta z grobu 3/1977 z Himlinggje oraz naszyjnik z grobu meskie-
go A z Varpelev, z Zelandii, datowanych odpowiednio na fazy C,;, C,,
i C;,. Podobnie najblizsza analogi¢ na Olandii ma pierscien z bogatego
grobu meskiego z fazy C,, z Kirkebakkegérd z pétnocno-wschodniej
Zelandii. Wszystkie duze zlote obrecze z wezowatymi zakoniczeniami
znane z grobéw wschodniozelandzkich i trzy wymienione pierscie-
nie wydaja si¢ by¢ zatem wyrobami obcymi. Ich obecno$é na Zelandii
obejmuje zatem caly okres od fazy Cy, do fazy Cy,.

Jedynymi zfotymi ozdobami obreczowymi, ktdre wytwarzane byly
na Zelandii, sg pierscienie wezowate typu Beckmann 39a-c (tutaj pod-
grupy 3A-3K), bowiem tylko ich znaleziska tworzg na Zelandii wy-
razng koncentracje. Pod wzgledem formalnym ich najwcze$niejsze
egzemplarze (podgrupy 3A i 3B) wykazuja $cisty zwigzek z dwoma
zfotymi bransoletami wezowatymi pochodzgcego z najbogaciej wy-
posazonego grobu kobiecego z pdznego okresu wplywow rzymskich
na Zelandii, tj. z datowanego na faze C,, grobu 2/1949 z Himlinggje.
Te za$ znajduja bliskie analogie stylistyczne w bransoletach z depo-
zytéw w Tuna w Upplandii i Vestringe na Gotlandii, nalezacych do
grupy 2 (Ryc. 39). Wydaje si¢ zatem, ze réwniez lokalny, zelandzki
symbol statusu ma korzenie w ozdobach obreczowych z zachodniej
czesci strefy srodkowobaltyckiej.

Nalezy zatem jeszcze raz podkresli¢, ze jesli zalozymy, iz pierscie-
nie podgrup 3A-3K stanowig wyrdb zelandzki, i ze byly one oznaka
wiadzy politycznej, a takze ze ich obraz archeologiczny jest wyni-
kiem budowania przez elity zelandzkie systemu zaleznosci spolecz-
nych, wéwczas opierajac si¢ na tym samym modelu musimy przyjaé,
ze duze obrecze znalezione w grobach zelandzkich z péznego okresu
wplywoéw rzymskich stanowia $lad zalezno$ci od elit zachodniej cze-
$ci strefy srodkowobaltyckiej.

Istotne znaczenie dla dotychczasowej argumentacji wskazujacej na
wiodaca role zelandzkich elit z regionu Stevns w Europie PéInocnej
maja takze zlote bransolety kolbowate, interpretowane jako interregio-
nalny znak najwyzszej pozycji spotecznej w spolecznoéciach german-
skich z poznego okresu wplywéw rzymskich i okresu wedréwek ludow.
Pod koniec okresu przedrzymskiego i we wczesnym okresie wpltywow
rzymskich wystepuja one - jako wyznacznik statusu - w grobach
sarmackich strefy pétnocnopontyjskiej. Jako najwczesniejszy przy-
ktad takiej bransolety poza wspomnianym $rodowiskiem nomadz-
kim uwazana byla obrecz ze wspomnianego grobu meskiego 1/1894
z Himlinggje, datowanego na fazy C,,-C,, (zawierajacego rowniez ty-
powy dla zachodniej czgéci strefy Srodkowobaltyckiej pierscien pod-
grupy 2F). W efekcie przyjeto, ze wlasnie wschodnia Zelandia stano-
wila pierwszy w Europie PéInocnej i Srodkowej obszar przyswojenia
tego symbolu z kregu kultur sarmackich. Jednak depozyt z Bolarve
na Gotlandii sprawia, ze nalezaloby rozwazy¢ tutaj inng mozliwos¢.
Zawieral on, oprdcz zlotej bransolety kolbowatej, takze zlota branso-
lete wezowatg typu pomorskiego typowa dla faz B,,-C,, (typ Wojcik
III). Taka kompozycja tego depozytu sprawia, ze za najwczesniejszy
obszar recepcji ztotych bransolet kolbowatych w pétnocnoeuropej-
skim Barbaricum nalezatoby uzna¢ nie Zelandie, a raczej Gotlandie.
W tym kontekscie bardzo interesujaca jest mapa wystepowania innych
zlotych bransolet typu pomorskiego, ktérych znaczenie jako symbolu
statusu moze by¢ z duzym prawdopodobienistwem postrzegane podob-

nie jak w wypadku pézniejszych ztotych wezowatych 0zdéb obreczo-
wych. Na dziewie¢ znanych egzemplarzy zaden nie pochodzi jednak
z Zelandii, natomiast wzorzec ich rozprzestrzenienia eksponuje duze
znaczenie obszaréw dzisiejszej Szwecji w ponadregionalnym syste-
mie powigzan elit z tych terendw juz w samych poczatkach péznego
okresu wplywoéw rzymskich.

Podkresli¢ rowniez nalezy, ze oprocz zlotych wezowatych ozddéb
obreczowych grupy 2 w strefie srodkowobaltyckiej stosunkowo licz-
nie wystepuja zlote naszyjniki o tordowanej obreczy i gruszkowatym
zapigciu — innego, datowanego na fazy C,, i C, przedmiotu interpreto-
wanego jako symbolu statusu. Podobnie jak w odniesieniu do wczes-
niejszych zlotych bransolet wezowatych typu pomorskiego, rowniez
iwtym wypadku wida¢ wyrazne zwigzki pomiedzy terenami dzisiej-
szej Szwecji (cho¢ z inaczej roztozonymi skupiskami ich znalezisk)
a polnocna czescia kultury wielbarskiej fazy cecelskiej; przedmioty te
nie wystepuja rowniez na Zelandii.

Specjalna pozycja Gotlandii, Olandii i wschodniej czeéci konty-
nentalnej Szwecji widoczna jest takze w ilo$ci ztota w péznym okresie
wplywow rzymskich, a takze w sposobie jego dystrybucji w tych regio-
nach. Najwieksza ilo$¢ ztota, ktore dzigki formalnej analizie wykona-
nych z niego przedmiotéw mozna wigzac z tym okresem, znana jest
z Gotlandii i Olandii, nastepnie za$ ze wschodniej czesci kontynental-
nej Szwecji oraz z Zelandii i Fionii (Ryc. 44:A). W wypadku Fionii na-
lezy jednak podkresli¢, ze duzg czes¢ dystynktywnych chronologicznie
form znanych z tej wyspy nalezy datowac nie wczeéniej niz na faze C,.

Co wigcej, mozna zaobserwowac roznice pomiedzy obszarami dzi-
siejszej Danii a zachodnig czescig strefy sSrodkowobaltyckiej w zakresie
wzorca dystrybucji ztota w obrebie tych regionow jak i sposobow jego
deponowania. O ile ilo$¢ zlota znana z Zelandii jest poréwnywalna np.
z ta znang z Olandii, o tyle wyroby ze zlota to zazwyczaj male przed-
mioty, podczas gdy te znane z Olandii, Gotlandii i wschodniej czesci
kontynentalnej Szwecji — duze (Ryc. 44:B.C). Na Zelandii znacznie
czesciej s to pierscienie, wystepujace nawet w ubozej wyposazonych
grobach, podczas gdy w zachodniej czgéci strefy Srodkowobaltyckiej sa
to zazwyczaj bransolety i naszyjniki, spotykane w depozytach lub reje-
strowane jako znaleziska luzne, a tylko wyjatkowo w inwentarzach gro-
bowych (Ryc. 41). Innymi stowy - fragmentacja i rozprzestrzenienie
zlota na Zelandii jest znacznie wigksza niz w zachodniej czesci strefy
$rodkowobaltyckiej. Opierajac si¢ na modelu dystrybucji dobr pre-
stizowych mozna przypuszczal, ze elity zelandzkie mocno inwesto-
waly w utrzymanie silnego, spojnego lokalnego systemu zaleznosci
poprzez rozdzial daréw daleko w dét drabiny spotecznej na samej
wyspie. Dystrybucja takich dobr w zachodniej czesci strefy srodko-
wobaltyckiej wskazywalaby zatem na ich znacznie wiekszg kumula-
cje w rekach najwyzszych elit, aktywnych w budowaniu rozlegtej sieci
alianséw ponadregionalnych.

Niemniej jednak Zelandia nadal pozostaje tym obszarem, ktory
na tle innych regionéw Skandynawii wyréznia sie w fazach C,,-C,
bardzo duza liczba importéw prowincjonalnorzymskich (Ryc. 44:D).
Odgrywaly one tutaj ogromna role w wyrazeniu prestizu w obrzadku
pogrzebowym. W najbogatszych grobach na Zelandii w tym okresie
wystepuje przecietnie sze$¢ do dziewieciu naczyn prowincjonalno-
rzymskich, za$ dla poréwnania - na Jutlandii jest to przecigtnie jed-
no naczynie, za$§ w sasiedniej Skanii wspotczynnik ten wynosi 0,3-1
(Ryc. 37). Warto tez zaznaczy¢, ze na Zelandii importowane naczynia
wystepuja tez w jednym lub dwoch egzemplarzach w grobach o ni-
skim standardzie wyposazenia, co wskazuje na relatywna ,,tanio$¢”
tych przedmiotéw na wyspie. Zgodnie z koncepcja Ulli Lund Hansen
importy rzymskie mialy by by¢ redystrybuowane z osrodka wtadzy
na Pétwyspie Stevns nie tylko w dot drabiny spolecznej na Zelandii,
ale tez wsrod elit innych obszardw.



Wyjatkowoé¢ Zelandii wyrazona w dostepnosci prestizowych za-
sobow przejawia si¢ wyraznie réwniez w rodzaju metali uzywanych
do wykonywania nie tylko duzych, ozdobnych zapinek, ale takze ich
matych, powszechniej wystepujacych form. Ciekawe jest, ze elementy
konstrukcyjne zelandzkich fibul rozetkowych z faz C,,—C, wykonane
sg ze srebra, co odrdznia je m.in. od typowych dla Jutlandii odmian,
gdzie zaréwno kablak jak i tarczki wykonane sa z taniszego materiatu,
czyli ze stopéw miedzi. To samo dotyczy wczesnych, datowanych na
faze C, fibul swastykowych, ktérych tarczki podstawowe i inne ele-
menty konstrukcyjne zrobiono ze srebra. ,,Tanio$¢” srebra na Zelan-
dii w fazach C,, i C, widoczna jest takze w wypadku analizy surowca,
z jakiego robiono ,,zwykle” zapinki wystepujace powszechnie na tej
wyspie. Dominujace tutaj w tym okresie fibule MPII-III az w 54%
przypadkéw wykonane sg ze srebra, pozostale za$ ze stopow miedzi
(Ryc. 45:A). Jesli za$ spojrze¢ na charakterystyczne w fazie C,, i C,,
fibule MP.IIA, to az 83% egzemplarzy wykonanych zostalo ze srebra,
reszta — ze stopow miedzi (Ryc. 45:B). Dla kontrastu mozna przywo-
ta¢ tutaj podobne obliczenia odnoszace si¢ do fibul srebrnych MPII-
~III z Jutlandii, gdzie w catym zbiorze stanowig one 21% (Ryc. 45:C).
Wielkos¢ ta jest taka sama w odniesieniu do najbardziej typowych dla
Jutlandii fibul z faz C,,~C,, a mianowicie zapinek MP.ITIB (Ryc. 45:D).

Jakkolwiek nowsze studia nad metalowymi elementami bogatego
stroju kobiecego w Skandynawii wskazuja, ze wiele jego elementow
aczonych dotychczas z Zelandig w istocie wigzaé nalezy z innymi re-
gionami, to i tak wydaje sie, ze ozdobne elementy tego stroju, takie
jak fibule rozetkowe, mogly stanowi¢ inspiracje dla pojawienia sie
podobnych zapinek w innych regionach Skandynawii (zwlaszcza na
Jutlandii i na Bornholmie). Nadal wskazywaloby to na duze znaczenie
elit zelandzkich, znajdujace wyraz w adaptacji sposobu ich autopre-
zentacji przez elity sasiednich regionéw Europy PéInocnej. Jako dos¢
prawdopodobna jawi si¢ zatem hipoteza, iz nasladownictwo to sty-
mulowane bylo przez prestiz, jakim cieszyli si¢ czlonkowie wyzszych
warstw spolecznych Zelandii.

W kontekscie elementéw bogatego stroju kobiecego z faz C,, i C,
ciekawe jest tez, ze wigkszos¢ fibul z napisami runicznymi z tego okre-
su znaleziono na Zelandii. Jesli wystepuja one poza ta wyspa, to sa to
najczesciej fibule typowe dla Zelandii. Interpretacja funkcji tych napi-
sOw jest przedmiotem dyskusji, niemniej sam fakt pojawienia si¢ pis-
ma w polaczeniu z elementami przynaleznymi do $wiata kobiecego
jest bardzo interesujacy, zwazywszy, ze wiekszo$¢ przyktadow pisma
zwigzana jest jednak ze $wiatem meskim.

Jesli zatozymy, ze ztote bransolety, naszyjniki i pierscienie stanowia
0§ rekonstrukgji sieci powigzan politycznych w Europie Potnocnej,
to silg rzeczy trudno nie zastanawia¢ sie, dlaczego wlasnie Zelandia
wydaje sie mie¢ najsilniejsze powigzania z Cesarstwem Rzymskim,
a nie np. Gotlandia czy Olandia? Najprostszym wyjasnieniem mogta-
by tu by¢ odlegtos¢. W takim wypadku tatwo jednak wskaza¢ i innych
kandydatow do takiej pozycji, ciagle zresztg pozostawaloby pytanie
o przyczyny wyboru. Dwa dalsze wyjasnienia, jakie spotykamy w li-
teraturze przedmiotu, to handel z prowincjami rzymskimi i kontakty
dyplomatyczne. Pierwsze z nich zaktada, zZe mieszkarcy Zelandii mie-
li co$ atrakcyjnego do zaoferowania w wymianie ze strong rzymska.
Wskazuje si¢ tutaj na bursztyn, futra, miéd, tusze zwierzece, czy tez
zboze. Trudno jednak znalez¢ silng argumentacje dla tych propozy-
cji, poniewaz bursztyn nie wystepuje obficie na Zelandii, a inne wy-
mienione dobra byly dostepne dla Rzymian w blizszych lokalizacjach.
Alternatywne wyjasnienie zwraca uwage na mozliwos¢, ze obfitosé
importéw rzymskich na Zelandii jest rezultatem jej klientelnej zalez-
nosci od Cesarstwa Rzymskiego. Mozna tutaj odnies¢ sie do przykta-
dow podobnego rodzaju relacji wiazacych elity plemion barbarzyn-
skich zyjacych poza limesem z administracja rzymska. Pojawia si¢
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jednak pytanie, jaki rodzaj korzysci przynositby Rzymianom sojusz
z tak odleglym i stabym partnerem? Wszakze Rzym nie wybrat naj-
silniejszego partnera w regionie. Niewykluczone zreszta, ze dopiero
silniejsze powigzania z Cesarstwem wykreowaly znaczenie Zelandii,
ktora - na tle innych czesci Europy PéInocnej — we wezesnym okre-
sie wptywow rzymskich stanowila raczej marginalny obszar naplywu
importéw prowincjonalnorzymskich.

Szukajac odpowiedzi na to pytanie mozna by hipotetycznie przy-
pusci¢ zmiane w rzymskiej percepcji sytuacji politycznej w Barbari-
cum po wojnach markomanskich - to znaczy mniej wiecej w czasie,
kiedy wykrystalizowalo si¢ wschodniozelandzkie centrum wiadzy. Po-
niewaz wiemy, ze Rzymianie dociekali, jakie byly przyczyny tego kon-
fliktu militarnego (6wczesni historycy uznali, ze byta to migracja Lon-
gobardéw i Obidéw na potudnie), to mozemy przypuszczaé, ze mogli
tez podejmowac proby kontroli rownowagi sit pomiedzy plemionami
Europy Péinocnej, tak aby w przyszlosci unikna¢ eskalacji lokalnych
wojen. Nalezy wspomnied, ze takze wiele danych archeologicznych
wskazuje, iz wojny markomanskie stanowity cze$¢ szerszych, czasami
prawdopodobnie gwattownych proceséw gospodarczych, spolecznych
ipolitycznych prowadzacych do migracji grup ludzkich, ktore zaczely
sie gdzie$ w zachodniej i centralnej czesci Basenu Morza Baltyckiego
oraz Pétwyspu Jutlandzkiego.

Jednym z takich przyktadéw mogg by¢ zmiany zasiegu kultury
wielbarskiej, najpierw w kierunkach zachodnim i potudniowym, p6z-
niej za$ - na tereny dzisiejszej wschodniej Polski i zachodniej Ukra-
iny. Nalezy tez przypuszczad, ze w procesie tych zmian jaki$ udziat
mieli takze mieszkancy Vistergétlandii, Ostergotlandii, Upplandii,
wschodniej Skanii i Gotlandii, co sugeruja spotykane tam pojedynczo
wspominane juz bransolety wezowate typu pomorskiego, w tym takze
zfote, znane réwniez ze stanowisk potozonych w poblizu limesu srod-
kowodunajskiego. W wypadku potudniowo-wschodniego kierunku
powigzan zachodniej czesci strefy srodkowobattyckiej zastanowic sie
nalezy nad znaczeniem elit tego wlasnie obszaru w przemianach osad-
niczych o charakterze migracyjnym zwigzanych z kultura wielbarska.

Zwigzki zachodniej czedci strefy srodkowobaltyckiej ze $rodowi-
skiem kultury wielbarskiej, ale takze z innymi obszarami kulturowymi,
sa widoczne takze w fazach C,, i C, w obrazie rozprzestrzenienia nie-
ktorych typow zlotych 0zdéb obreczowych. W odniesieniu do kultu-
ry wielbarskiej wskaza¢ mozna raz jeszcze na obecnoé¢ pojedynczych
pochéwkow ze ztotymi bransoletami lub pier§cieniami wezowatymi
mieszczgcymi sie w grupie 2, czy tez ztotymi naszyjnikami o gruszko-
watym zapieciu i tordowanej obreczy. Znaleziska te znane sg z obszaru
polozonego na wschéd od dolnego biegu Wisly, z Pojezierza Chetmin-
skiego, Pojezierza Itawskiego, Podlasia i Ziemi Lubuskiej. Trudno jest
jednoznacznie stwierdzi¢, czy stanowig one $lad fizycznej obecnosci na
tych terenach przedstawicieli elit pochodzacych z Gotlandii, Olandii
lub potudniowo-wschodniej czeéci Pétwyspu Skandynawskiego, czy
tez s raczej wyrazem wymiany daréw prestizowych lub tez ich roz-
dawnictwa. Biorac pod uwage migracyjny charakter przemian zacho-
dzacych w kulturze wielbarskiej na przetomie wczesnego i péZnego
okresu wplywéw rzymskich oraz w péznym okresie wptywow rzym-
skich, mozna rozwazac te pierwsza ewentualnos¢. Zwracajac uwage
na obecno$¢ w srodowisku kultury wielbarskiej ztotych 0zdéb obre-
czowych typowych dla zachodniej czesci strefy srodkowobaltyckiej,
podkresli¢ nalezy jednoczesnie brak takich ozdéb, ktére wiaza sie
z Zelandia (pierscienie B.39) czy tez ze strefa jutlandzko-norweska
(pierscienie B.18). Zauwazy¢ nalezy, ze sa one rzadkie réwniez w stre-
fie srodkowobaltyckiej.

Nalezy zatem przypuszczaé, pomimo iz Zelandia w polowie IT wie-
ku n.e. nie stanowila najsilniejszej sity politycznej w Basenie Morza
Baltyckiego, ze wlasciwym celem rzymskiej polityki mogly byc¢ elity tej
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wyspy. Idac tym torem my$lenia powinnismy przyja¢, ze to Cesarstwo
Rzymskie bylo zrédtem specjalnej pozycji Zelandii, i ze wykreowa-
fo ja jako przeciwwage dla dotychczasowych silnych graczy lokalnej,
wokolbaltyckiej polityki. Wystepowanie niektérych, wspominanych
wyzej ztotych ozdéb zdaje sie sugerowac, ze byly nimi m.in. popula-
cje zamieszkujace Olandie, Gotlandie i wschodnia cze$¢ Pétwyspu
Skandynawskiego.

Co wigcej, wystepowanie zlotych obreczy grupy 1i2 w inwenta-
rzach grobowych wschodniozelandzkiego o$rodka wladzy w poz-
nym okresie wptywow rzymskich wskazuje na drugi, zachodni kie-
runek oddzialywan elit zachodniej strefy srodkowobaltyckiej. S one
widoczne réwniez dalej na zachdd, na Pélwyspie Jutlandzkim. W
wypadku potnocnej Jutlandii ich $§ladem jest zlota bransoleta we-
zowata grupy 2, znaleziona w wyposazeniu jednego z grobéw z ob-
szaru Vendsysselu; pojedyncze pierscienie tej grupy znane sa takze
zHimmerlandu i Sehejlandet. Niewykluczone, zZe pojawienie si¢ tu-
taj takich obreczy $wiadczy o zainteresowaniu elit zachodniej cze$ci
strefy srodkowobaltyckiej kontaktami dyplomatycznymi z elitami
tegoz obszaru. Przyczyna ich nawigzania mogto by¢ (epizodyczne?)
dazenie do uzyskania okazjonalnego - badz trwalszego — dostepu
do prowadzacej na zachéd arterii komunikacyjnej Limfjordu. Wy-
daje si¢ prawdopodobne, Ze z wczesniejszym odcinkiem tego szlaku
komunikacyjnego taczg si¢ pojedyncze znaleziska dalszych ozdéb
obreczowych typowych dla zachodniej czesci srodkowobattyckiej,
znane z potudniowo-wschodniej i potudniowo-zachodniej Skanii,
z Bornholmu i pétnocno-wschodniej Fionii (Ryc. 46).

Zwigzane z zachodnig czeécig strefy srodkowobaltyckiej ztote
bransolety wezowate grupy 2, a takze zlote naszyjniki z gruszkowa-
tym zapieciem i tordowana obrecza, wystepuja pojedynczo réwniez
w depozytach uzbrojenia i oporzadzenia jezdzieckiego ze wschodniej
czedci Potwyspu Jutlandzkiego (Thorsberg, Illerup A, Proskjeer). Ich
obecno$¢ w tychze depozytach mogtaby $wiadczy¢ (cho¢ nie musi - na
temat innej mozliwosci por. nizej), ze zainteresowanie elit zachodniej
czedci strefy Srodkowobaltyckiej obszarem Potwyspu Jutlandzkiego
mialo nie tylko pokojowy aspekt. Wystepujace na tych stanowiskach
elementy stroju wskazuja, ze armie najezdzcow, ktérych wyposaze-
nie tutaj zlozono, nie wywodzily sie z jednego, okreslonego regionu
Barbaricum, a raczej stanowily ztaczone aliansami kontyngenty wo-
jownikéw o réznym, w tym réwniez jutlandzkim pochodzeniu. Stad
tez wspomniane bransolety i naszyjniki z jutlandzkich stanowisk ba-
giennych moga poswiadczac jedynie wspoétudzial przedstawicieli elit
zachodniej czesci strefy srodkowobaltyckiej w owych zakonczonych
niepowodzeniem przedsiewzigciach wojennych, nie dowodza jed-
nak, ze byly one inspiratorami tych dziatan. Jutlandia nie musiata by¢
zreszta docelowym terenem tych dzialan, a jedynie strefa przemiesz-
czania si¢ takich mieszanych kontyngentéw. Wspomniane zdarzenia
nalezaloby zatem postrzega¢ jako cze$¢ szerszego zjawiska, ktérego
owocem mogta by¢ m.in. poswiadczona w antycznych Zrodtach pi-
sanych konsolidacja w IIT wieku n.e. duzych zwigzkéw plemiennych
i ich niszczycielskie najazdy na prowincje rzymskie.

Z drugiej jednak strony réwnie dobrym wytlumaczeniem dla
obecnoséci w tych depozytach elementéw przedmiotéw pochodza-
cych z réznych czesci Skandynawii jest lokalny, jutlandzki konflikt
o wladze, angazujacy takze sojusznikéw z sasiednich regionow. Teza
ta moglaby wyjasnia¢ obecnos¢ w niektorych z tych depozytow bogato
zdobionych elementéw uzbrojenia i zwigzanego z nimi oporzadzenia
osobistego wojownikow, pod wzgledem dekoracji znajdujacych dobre
odpowiedniki w zdobieniu zapinek z jutlandzkich grobéw kobiecych,
czy tez pasow z bogato wyposazonych grobéw odkrytych w sasiedz-
twie Zatoki Kilonskiej, w Neudorf-Bornstein.

Ostatnio wymienione cmentarzysko, datowane na fazy C,,-C;, jest

istotne dla oméwienia powiazan zachodniej czesci strefy srodkowo-
baltyckiej w tej czesci Europy PéInocnej. Znajduje si¢ ono na obszarze
(Angeln oraz tereny przylegte don od zachodu i potudnia), na ktérym
wyrdzniana jest grupa kulturowa o cechach pétnocnonadtabskich,
charakteryzujaca si¢ pewnymi elementami wskazujacymi na kontakty
z Fionia i poludniowq Jutlandia. W inwentarzach dwoch grobow z tej
nekropoli wystapily ztote naszyjniki obreczowe, ktore interpretowaé
mozna jako wyznaczniki wysokiej pozycji spolecznej. Jeden z nich,
pochodzacy z datowanego na faz¢ C, grobu 7, nalezy do typu z grusz-
kowatym zapieciem i tordowana obrecza, ktory jest charakterystycz-
ny dla centréw wladzy zachodniej czeéci strefy srodkowobaltyckie;.
Przypuszczalnie naszyjnik ten trafif tutaj wlasnie z tamtego regionu,
w ramach dystrybucji lub wymiany przedmiotéw prestizowych, na
przyktad jako dar dla przedstawiciela miejscowej arystokracji. Niewy-
kluczone, ze teren ten lezal na innym szlaku komunikacyjnym, maja-
cym znaczenie dla realizacji intereséw przedstawicieli elit zachodniej
czesci strefy srodkowobaltyckiej. Hipoteze te wspierajg inne znalezi-
ska 0zdob obreczowych zwigzanych z centrami wladzy tej strefy, roz-
lokowanymi wzdtuz tego domniemanego szlaku - na Bornholmie, na
Zelandii w regionie Stevns, na Lolandii i na potudniowo-wschodniej
Fionii. Domniemang trase tego szlaku mozna rekonstruowa¢ takze
na podstawie pdzniejszych, $redniowiecznych informacji o przebie-
gu drég morskich w zachodniej strefie Basenu Morza Baltyckiego.
Potudniowo-zachodni kierunek zainteresowan elit zachodniej cze-
$ci strefy srodkowobaltyckiej poswiadczajg pojedyncze egzemplarze
zlotych bransolet wezowatych grupy 2 z Saksonii-Anhaltu, Turyngii
i Dolnych Luzyc (Ryc. 46).

Zachodni i poludniowo-zachodni kierunek powiazan zachodniej
czesci strefy Srodkowobaltyckiej oczywiscie musi prowadzi¢ do pyta-
nia, co bylo powodem (lub powodami) szukania tak dalekosieznych
kontaktow? Cze$ciowa odpowiedzia na to pytanie moglaby by¢ przy-
ciagajaca sila gléwnego centrum kulturowego i gospodarczego w ow-
czesnej Europie, czyli Cesarstwa Rzymskiego. Istotne moga by¢ tutaj
informacje dostarczane przez antyczne zrédla pisane, zgodnie z ktory-
mi wIITiIV wieku zwigkszyta sie czestotliwos¢ tupiezczych najazdow
grup barbarzynskich na prowincje Cesarstwa Rzymskiego. Ze zrodet
tych wylania si¢ obraz méwiacy o konsolidacji duzych ,,zwiazkéw
plemiennych” takich jak Alamanowie, Frankowie czy Sasi. Sg one za-
zwyczaj postrzegane w literaturze przedmiotu jako amalgamaty ludow,
wymienianych wczesniej przez pisarzy antycznych na terenach ufor-
mowania si¢ tychze ,,zwiagzkéw plemiennych” Interpretacje te wspie-
raja dostarczane przez archeologie dane odnos$nie do charakteru kul-
turowego i stabilnosci lub destabilizacji struktur osadniczych na tych
obszarach. W $wietle danych archeologicznych nie mozna wykluczy¢,
ze jakas role we wspomnianych procesach konsolidacji owych ,,zwigz-
kéw plemiennych” odegrali réwniez przybysze z Potnocy.

Interesujacym $wiadectwem tych procesdw jest zwlaszcza bogato
wyposazony meski gréb 2 z fazy C, z Emersleben w Niemczech Srod-
kowych, w ktérego inwentarzu obok typowej dla zachodniej czesci
strefy srodkowobaltyckiej bransolety grupy 2 wystapit takze aureus
Postumusa, jednego z cesarzy galijskich. Pochéwek ten nalezy zatem
do grupy srodkowoniemieckich bogato wyposazonych grobéw z mo-
netami wladcow krotkotrwatego Cesarstwa galijskiego (260-273).
Przypomnie¢ warto, Ze groby te taczy sie czesto z informacja zacho-
wang w zywocie Wiktorinusa (SHA, Tyranni triginta 6,3) o auxilia
Germanorum: zacieznych oddzialach germanskich, ktore mialy by¢
wykorzystane przez tego cesarza w walce przeciw legalnemu cesa-
rzowi Galienowi. Inwentarz z Emersleben faczy zatem w sobie watek
skandynawski z watkiem dzialan militarnych blizej nieokreslonych
zacigznych oddzialow germanskich operujacych w granicach Cesar-
stwa. Jednoczes$nie moze on postuzy¢ jako ilustracja drugiej interpre-



tacji odosobnionego wystepowania zlotych 0zdéb obreczowych. Po-
niewaz s3 one najczesciej uznawane za przedmioty bedace elementem
systemu wymiany i redystrybucji daréw, to mezczyzne pochowanego
w grobie 2 z Emersleben nalezaloby traktowac albo jako przedstawi-
ciela wyzszych warstw spolecznych regionu, gdzie ozdoba ta powstata,
albo tez ich sojusznika lub klienta otrzymujacego kosztowny dar. Na
te druga mozliwos¢ wskazuje orientacja jamy grobowej na osi W-E,
co odbiega od normy obowigzujacej w tym czasie zaréwno w dzisiej-
szych Niemczech Srodkowych jak i w zachodniej czgsci strefy srodko-
wobaltyckiej. Najblizszym obszarem, dla ktérego taka orientacja jamy
grobowej jest typowa, jest Jutlandia, gdzie réwniez — jak wspomniano
wyzej — pojawiajg sie zlote ozdoby obreczowe typowe dla zachodniej
czesci strefy srodkowobaltyckiej. Ten kierunek powigzan strefy srod-
kowoniemieckiej widoczny jest takze w obecnosci pojedynczych, typo-
wych dla Jutlandii elementéw bogatego stroju kobiecego, ktére moga
by¢ sladem powigzan egzogamicznych pomigdzy przedstawicielami
elit obu tych szeroko zakre$lonych regionéw.

Bardziej szczegotowa interpretacja kontekstu wystepowania zto-
tych 0zdéb obreczowych typowych dla zachodniej czeéci strefy $rod-

MARZENA J. PRZYBYLA, Lords of the Rings...

kowobaltyckiej na oddalonych od niej obszarach nie zmniejsza jed-
nak wrazenia rozlegtosci i wielokierunkowosci powigzan elit tej strefy.
Analizujac statystycznie najblizsze powigzania pomiedzy obreczami
charakterystycznymi dla zachodniej czeéci strefy srodkowobaltyckiej
przedstawione na mapie 29 mozna podejmowac proby uszczegotawia-
nia wnioskéw odnos$nie do zwiazkéw pomiedzy poszczegdlnymi re-
gionami. Patrzac jednak na bardziej generalny obraz trzeba stwier-
dzi¢, ze wyraznie rysuja si¢ tu dwa kierunki - jeden bardzo wczesny,
siegajacy przynajmniej poczatku poznego okresu wplywow rzym-
skich, poludniowo-wschodni, prowadzacy w strone obszaréw kultu-
ry wielbarskiej, drugi za$, zachodni i poludniowo-zachodni, zwigza-
ny ze szlakami prowadzacymi przez wazne arterie komunikacyjne na
Potwyspie Jutlandzkim. Odziatywania Zelandii rekonstruowane na
podstawie podobnego typu zlotych ozdéb obreczowych wydaja sie
by¢ natomiast ukierunkowane raczej na sasiednie obszary Skandyna-
wii, co mozna traktowa¢ jako posrednig przestanke na rzecz hipotezy
widzacej w elitach tej wyspy wykreowang przez Rzymian sile majaca
wigza¢ inne polityczne ugrupowania Europy Pétnocnej, z punktu wi-
dzenia rzymskiej dyplomacji nieprzyjazne.
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